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T    his airport, and this great event, may not exist beyond 
the year 2017. The lease on this property expires in two 

years. Unless it is renewed, or the airport is acquired by town 
or state governments, Simsbury Airport’s long history of 
service to this community will end.  

Airports all over the country have been closing at 
an alarming rate. Recent closures in Connecticut include 
Johnnycake Airport in Burlington/Harwinton, and Griswold 
airport in Madison. Skylark Airport in East Windsor will 
be out of business at year end.  Every such closure means 
that more and more airplanes are crowded into the remain-
ing airports. The result is even greater congestion of the 
already-crowded skies. The country’s aviation infrastructure 
is deteriorating. 

We need your support so this disturbing trend can be 
reversed. Simsbury Airport should be able to continue serv-
ing this community, as it has for many years. 

We have a rich history. Our operations began in Feb-
ruary of 1941, when this was a civilian flying field with two 
grass runways and a handful of airplanes. When World War 
2 began late in the same year, 
the airport quickly became the 
scene of much war-related activ-
ity.  (Continued Page 3)
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(Continued from Page 1 - Saving Simsbury Airport)
The airport shifted away from civilian operations, 

and soon its primary focus was on military use. It became 
the home for a unit of the Civil Air Patrol and was a busy 
military pilot training field. High school students came 
to the airport after classes to assist in the war effort. Air 
Shows were held here to encourage local citizens to buy 
War Bonds. We were a test site for the Pioneer Parachute 
Company, which developed large parachutes to drop cargo 
and even bombs. 

When the war ended, Simsbury Airport was a sales 
location for surplus military aircraft. The field was crowded 
with many used but serviceable airplanes awaiting auction.  
Some of them were torpedo bombers that were converted 
into crop sprayers and remained here for many years. 

Immediately following the war, the airport was a bee-
hive of activity as returning military pilots bought airplanes 
and veterans used the GI Bill to earn pilot’s licenses.  Air-
craft dealerships were established, along with maintenance 
facilities and charter flight operations. 

Many young people began their aviation careers here. 
Some who had learned to fly at Simsbury joined the air-
lines. Others became aircraft mechanics or took manage-
ment positions in aviation-related businesses. The airport 
also rented office space to non-aviation businesses, thus 
providing employment and economic development for 

the local towns. We are used as a staging area for local first 
responders. Corporate aircraft, especially including heli-
copters, ferry executives to New York and Boston. This past 
July, we were the home airport for the National Conven-
tion of the Cessna 180/185 pilots, bringing tourists to town 
from all around the US and Canada.  

As you might guess, many of the aircraft based here 
are used for pleasure and recreation. But quite a few are 
used as business tools for pilots who travel around the re-
gion as salespersons, consultants, or company owners. Our 
flight school - Future Flyers of Connecticut - is an active 
business that trains new pilots. Simsbury Aircraft Main-
tenance services aircraft, including many that come here 
from other airports.

And as you know, we are the home of the annual 
Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show. This is its 30th year. It is 
the largest event of its kind in the Northeastern USA. We 
attract many thousands of spectators and participants from 
all around the region. They stay at local hotels, eat at our 
nearby restaurants, and bring tourism dollars to the area.  
Our show is a great advertisement for Simsbury.

We are now engaged in serious negotiations about 
our future. Two avenues for preservation of Simsbury Air-
port are under discussion. One is to renew our lease with 
the owner of the property. The other is the possibility that 
Simsbury and East Granby, or the State, could acquire the 
airport.  

Town/State airport ownership is common, both 
here and around the USA. Many Connecticut airports 
are owned by the state or by the towns in which they 
are located. These include Meriden, Waterbury Oxford, 
Hartford/Brainard, Bradley, Danielson, and a number of 
others. Most recently, Robertson Airport was acquired by 
the town of Plainville, using grants from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. The result has been a major upswing 
in economic development in that area. Plainville has found 
it can operate its airport at a profit. We fully expect that 
would also be true here, since Simsbury Airport is already 
fully self-supporting. 

Preservation of Simsbury Airport would retain valu-
able open space and wetlands. Once its future is assured, 
investors would be more willing to start businesses here. 
The state’s transportation infrastructure would be more se-
cure. The unique quality of life in this area, with great golf 
courses, top-notch education, music venues, bike trails.. 
and a local airport... would be furthered. 

Please lend your support to our efforts 
to keep this wonderful and historic airport in 
operation.  To help, contact our Airport Man-
ager Brad Griswold at 860-459-1575. Let’s work 
together so Simsbury Airport will continue to be 
a part of our community forever.
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Services Offered:
• Repairs
• Installations
• VFR/IFR
Biennials
• Autopilot
• New/Used
Equipment
Sales/Service
• ADS-B Solutions
for Jan 2020 Mandate

Dealerships:
• Aspen
• Avidyne
• Century
• Garmin
• Honeywell/
Bendix-King
• Insight
• JP Instruments
• L-3
• PS Engineering
• S-TEC/Genesys
• Whelen

By Renee Granata
Illustrated by Chrissy Kryszat

Gift Set Available
Contact: maxwellmoosington@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/maxwellmoosington
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You are about to see something quite unusual between 
9 and 10 AM this morning: a formation arrival of as 

many as ten powered paragliders. If you haven’t seen these 
machines in flight, be prepared to be surprised and delight-
ed. Each has a large parachute, or “wing”, to provide lift, 
and a motor and propeller to provide forward thrust. They 
come in a variety of designs, some of which have the motor 
literally strapped to the pilot’s back! 

Paragliding is the simplest form of flight. There’s no 
airplane, just an inflatable “wing” and a harness to carry the 
pilot beneath. The pilot launches by running, or jumping, 
from a position high enough to allow flight downhill from 
the start position. The Wright Brothers did essentially the 
same thing when testing their first gliders.

But, add a small motor that turns a lightweight 
propeller, typically in the form of a backpack, and now the 
machine becomes a “powered paraglider”. That’s what you’ll 
see today.  PPG’s can land virtually anywhere, sometimes in 
a distance of only 25 feet. Their top speed seldom exceeds 
30 miles per hour and most pilots fly at less than 1,000 feet 
in altitude, which affords a wonderful view of the scenery 
below. And, of course, if the motor fails, you are already in 
a parachute!     

Today’s pilots are from a group calling itself East 
Coast PPG’s. They live in a number of Connecticut towns 
and come from diverse backgrounds; everything from 

chefs, engineers, retirees and everything inbetween. Their 
PPG’s can be carried in the trunks of their cars, so when 
they find a suitable launch area, they can quickly unpack 
and go flying.  

Like other adventure sports, it’s as safe or danger-
ous as the pilot makes it. Powered Paragliding has a very 
good safety record amongst pilots that have been properly 
trained by a professional instructor and use safe equip-
ment.  

Since paragliding is an outdoor sport, a thorough 
understanding of the air and the dynamics of flight makes 
a trained pilot much safer than an untrained pilot. The 
primary safety factors are personal judgment and attitude. 
Pilots must be willing to learn gradually and to think with 
their heads and not with their egos. If 
the sport is conducted properly, pilots 
can follow it well into later life.

These pilots have one thing 
in common with “regular” pilots: 
they feel they have been given a 
great gift, the gift of flight. They 
are proud to be part of Con-
necticut’s aviation commu-
nity. After arrival, they will 
set up their machines for 
display so they can meet 
you and talk about their 
aircraft. Please stop by 
and say hello. 

Proud Supporter of GA

IT & Internet Services

Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care 
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security 

Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design

www.biznuzz.com (800) 448.7531

PARACHUTING IN
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All the Service YOU Need! 
 

Beacon Mechanical Service is your local 
heating, cooling, plumbing and fuel oil 

delivery company.  
Family owned & operated! 

S1-0397099 / P1-203890 / HOD - 0000787 

 Installations 
 Annual Maintenance 
 24 / 7 Emergency Service 
 Oil, Natural Gas, Propane               

Equipment 
 Full Plumbing Service 
 Well Pump Service 
 Fuel Oil Delivery 
 Oil Price Posted On-line Daily! 
 FREE Estimates 
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One of the challenges of an event like the Simsbury Fly-In is to organize the 
many hundreds of display autos — their arrival, parking, judging, and depar-

ture. The students, staff, and friends who make this part of the event go smoothly 
are from Porter and Chester Institute (PCI) of Enfield. Our hats are off to them! 

PCI offers a variety of hands-on career training programs in nine convenient 
locations in Connecticut and Massachusetts including Enfield, Conn. The Porter 
and Chester mission is to support committed students in achieving the technical 
and professional skills essential for their chosen career through industry-modeled, 
student-centered education and training. PCI provides training in 10 different ca-
reer programs based on what employers would want them to know on the job. These 
include Automotive Technician, Computer Aided Drafting and Design, HVACR, 
Industrial, Commercial and Residential Electrician, Electronic Systems Technol-
ogy, Computer & Networking Technology, Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting, and 
Practical Nursing.

PCI teaches more than technical skills, they also train their students to be 
employable, teaching practical soft skills such as the importance of being punctual, 
dependable workers; traits that employers value highly. PCI can equip its students 
with the necessary skills to become a vital part of the workforce. Call PCI today to 
learn more at 1-800-870-6789 or logon to their website at www.PorterChester.com. 
You can also check them out on Facebook. The Simsbury Fly-In sincerely thanks the 
people of Porter and Chester Institute. 

At Porter and Chester there are many advantages for students and gradu-
ates alike. They offer convenient day and evening classes, job placement assistance, 
financial aid is available to those who qualify, and PCI grads earn their certificate in 
just months as opposed to years. Call PCI today to learn more at 1-800-870-6789 or 
logon to their website at www.porterchester.com
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For more information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the
program and other important information, please visit the website www.porterchester.com/disclosure

9 Locations in Connecticut and Massachusetts 
including: Branford • Enfield • Rocky Hill

Stratford • Watertown & Chicopee

Programs Offered in
Automotive • Computers

HealthCare • Trades

Hands-On Training

Small class sizes and hands-on application of 
needed skills taught by experienced instructors, 
make Porter and Chester graduates well 
prepared to take on the professional challenges 
and responsibilities necessary to succeed.

to learn

Hands-On Skills

1-800-6789
www.PorterChester.com

PORTER & CHESTER INSTITUTE
A CAREER TRAINING SCHOOL RIGHT NEARBY
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We are glad to bring back the Yankee Clippers to provide us with another exciting dem-
onstration of military-style formation flying. The Clippers are John Doran, a former Navy 
F-14 Tomcat pilot, flying his RV-4;  Scott Jordan, a former B-1 bomber pilot with his RV-8; 
Dave Rogers flying his RV-8; and Andy Olech with his RV-7. 

YANKEE CLIPPERS

WACO BIPLANE
John Race is here to offer rides in a beautiful Waco biplane.  His model UPF-7 was built in 
1940, and initially used in flight training during World War II.  It is powered by a Conti-
nental 220 HP radial engine which gives a maximum speed of 128 MPH and range of 400 
miles.  See the Event Map for John’s location.  Prices are posted there.

ATTRACTIONS
AT TODAY’S FLY-IN

This is one of the finest “living” aviation museums in the US, based in Rhinebeck, NY.  
Most museums display aircraft in static form, but its displays are kept in flying condition 
and are demonstrated at its home base on weekends throughout the summer.  This is re-
markable because these airplanes date back to as early as 1909.  Once again ORA is flying 
aircraft to the Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show for you to see and enjoy.

OLD RHINEBECK AERODROME

The LifeStar medevac helicopter makes its annual visit to our event, and will be open for 
inspection and discussions with the crew.  There are two LifeStars, both built by American 
Eurocopter.  They are based at Hartford Hospital and Backus Hospital in Norwich.  Both 
are capable of speeds to 155 mph, and are typically ready to depart within seven minutes 
of a call.  Stop and say hello to the folks who provide this great service to our community. 

LIFESTAR HELICOPTER

RADIO CONTROL MODEL AIRPLANE DEMONSTRATION
We welcome members of the Central Connecticut Radio Control Club.  In addition to a 
static display and seminar, they will give a demonstration of RC flying during our noon-
time hour, to include both aerobatic and helicopter flights. You will be amazed at the ma-
neuvers these small aircraft can perform, and the piloting skills that are required.

These interesting aircraft will be arriving at mid-morning, winds permitting.  After land-
ing, you can see them on display and talk with their pilots. PPG’s are one of the simplest 
and least expensive forms of flying. The pilot is suspended beneath a parachute (“wing”).  
A small motor and propeller provide forward motion. Flying at about 30 miles per hour, 
and at 1,000 ft or lower, they afford their pilots a great way to fly low and slow and ap-
preciate Connecticut’s Fall scenery.  

POWERED PARAGLIDERS

Keep an eye on the airport runway during the noon hour, where you will see a classic 
Shriners parade with clowns and funny cars. There are more than 350,000 Shriners. They 
describe themselves as a fraternity, and are not associated with any religion. This great orga-
nization provides free hospital care for children with limited financial means.  In one recent 
year, they helped care for more than 125,000 children. Please also stop by their booth and 
make a contribution to their very worthy cause. We welcome them to our event.    

SHRINERS’ PARADE
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  9:30 AM  HOW DOES IT FLY?                  JASON ARCHER & TERRY KELLER

  10:45 AM  RADIO CONTROL MODELING                    CENTRAL CT. RADIO CONTROL CLuB 

A fun-filled session in which Jason Archer and Terry Teller demonstrate (literally!) some of the science behind the basic 
principles of flight.  Think you already knew?  Wait until you see this presentation!  WINGS credit given

You’ll see an amazing demo of RC aerobatic flying during the noon hour today.  Come to this seminar, meet 
the folks from CCRCC, see their models up close, learn how they work, and consider getting involved in this 
great hobby.

  12:00 PM  LEARNING TO FLY              STEvE SMITH

Steve owns and operates our flight school, Future Flyers of Connecticut.  He and his instructors have taught people of all 
ages how to fly.  If you’ve ever thought about learning to fly, this is your chance to find out what’s involved, the ground 
study, the cost, and more.  Lots of opportunity for questions.

  1:15 PM  SEAPLANE FLYING        KEN COSTA

Ken is with the New England Seaplane Pilots’ Association.  Come learn about this very different kind of flying.  It re-
quires additional training, but the result is an experience like no other in aviation.  Ken will have lots of photos to share.  
If you are considering a Seaplane Rating, or just want to learn more about water flying, Ken can offer guidance.  

13simsburyflyin.com

Adult $12.50
Senior $11.50

Child $7.00 (ages 4-11)

www.neam.org
860-623-3305

Open Daily 10am-5pm (closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years & Easter)

DISCOVER THE THRILL

 OF FLIGHT!

Bradley INTL Airport 36 Perimeter Rd Windsor Locks, CT 06096

Open Cockpit
 Oct. 11th

Veterans Program
Nov. 8th

Santa Visits & 
Behind the Scenes Tour

 Nov. 27th

SEMINARS LOCATED IN HANGAR 12 BY THE ORANGE WINDSOCK
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FLYING FAQ
Being a pilot and airport manager, I’m often asked a 

lot of questions about airports and flying so I thought 
I’d share a lot of the most commonly asked questions and 
answers with you here:

Q: Do pilots have to call ahead to an airport to schedule a 
time to land?
A: Generally, for all public airports (Simsbury is a public 
airport), a pilot does not need to call ahead of time. For the 
most part, they can just “show up”. Sometimes an airport, 
runway or other facility may be closed due to maintenance 
or other reasons. An airport will publish a “NOTAM” 
(Notice To Airman). Pilots are responsible for checking 
these before flying.

Q: How much does it cost to land at an airport? 
A: The answer depends mainly on how big your aircraft is. 
If you’re talking about passenger jets (i.e. Delta, American, 
United) the fees can be as little as a couple hundred dollars 
to over $5,000! (Haneda in Tokyo is the most expensive 
in case you were wondering). When you’re talking about 
small general aviation aircraft, it’s often nothing (as it is in 
Simsbury) but sometimes it’s a nominal fee. Block Island 
airport charges $10. Others like Montauk on Long Island 
and Fishers Island charge similar amounts. Many airports 
like Santa Monica in California charge by weight ($5.78 per 
1000lbs at last check - your average small aircraft is usually 
around 2000lbs fully loaded).
(Continued on page 20)
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710 Hopmeadow St. • Drake Hill Mall
Simsbury, CT Phone: 860-658-2271

Fax: 860.658.2273
Pizza: 860-658-1210

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons - See Store For Details.
Mastercard. Visa. Discover. American Express.

Store Hours: OPEN 8A.M.-9 P.M. 7 DAYS A WEEK

GIFT CARDS
ALWAYS

AVAILABLE

in love with
Fitzgerald’s
Foods

Fitzgerald's Foods, There Really Is
No Reason To Go Anywhere Else!

Our produce department is stocked full of farm fresh native
apples, cider, and winter squash.

Our gourmet bakery is fall...ing into the season with our
scratch baked caramel apple nut cheesecake or pump-
kin cheesecake, pumpkin cupcakes w/egg nog cream
cheese frosting, apple spice or pumpkin cake loaf or
coffee cakes to name a few.

. . and visit our gourmet grocery department where you will
find an appetizing assorment of Stonewall Kitchen’s
seasonal fall baking mixes and local seasonal items.Our meat department is changing with the weather and

we've prepared oven ready items that will save you time
and take the work out of your family dinners. Bread
stuffed pork chops, or chicken breasts, oven ready
meat loaf, stuffed peppers, and fresh meatballs. . . just
to name a few....

Our chefs have prepared a nice variety of heat and serve entrees that
will warm your heart and your tummy. Store made Chicken Pot Pies,
Yankee Pot Roast, Beef Stew, Shepards Pie and many more chef
prepared entrees to choose from.

Fall . . .



A few other airplanes did get our attention. The P-38 
Lightning was interesting because it looked like no other. 
It had two engines, each in a fuselage of its own, con-
nected together by the center 
section of the wing. 
The pilot sat in the 
middle. The 
F4U Corsair 
was unique 
because it 
had bent 
wings, an 
inverted gull 
shape that 
was a design-
er’s trick to allow the huge propeller to clear the ground. 
We thought the British Spitfire was beautiful because of its 
elliptical wing shape, but admired it mostly because of its 
reputation in the Battle of Britain. 

Then there were the the Grumman “Cats”, which were 
built on Long Island. The first ones were named Wildcat. 
They were stubby, maybe even a bit ugly. But they were 
the ones in service in the Navy when the war started. They 
barely held their own against superior Japanese airplanes 
such as the Zero. Later came the great Hellcat airplanes. 
Bigger, faster, tougher than the Wildcat, they accounted for 
56% of the Navy’s air victories. Near the war’s end, 

Grumman built the Bearcat, which never entered service, 
but was so fast it later won many air races. The Cat tradi-
tion continued long after World War II when Tom Cruise 
brought the F-14 Tomcat to the screen in the movie
Top Gun.  

The bombers were different. Plodding. Slow. Vulnera-
ble. It took a special kind of courage to fly them on straight 
and level bombing runs. (Continued Page 19) 
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I was born in Washington, D.C. and grew up there during 
World War II. My earliest memories are of seeing - and, 

especially, hearing - giant formations of military airplanes 
flying overhead. The earth shook with their sounds. I can 
still remember the glint of the sun from shiny aluminum 
wings. Those pilots were my heroes. Though most were 
barely twenty years old, they had learned to fly, which was 
then a risky thing to do. They had gone aloft into very 
dangerous skies to save our country and our way of life. I 
wanted to be just like them.

Seventy years have passed since the end of that con-
flict, which was one of the most significant events in all of 
human history. No aspect of society remained unaffected.  
Too many of my hero-pilots never came home.  But they 
achieved what they set out to do: they literally saved the 
world. The airplanes they flew were beautiful and fast and 
dangerous, all the things that appealed to young boys like 
myself. We even admired the enemy airplanes, the Zeros 
and ME-109’s, though we never failed to shoot them down 
in our imaginary dogfights.

We ate lots of breakfast cereal. That’s because the 
back of the cereal box was printed with the outline of a 
military airplane, in full color and insignia. You could cut 
it out, fold on the dotted lines, add a paperclip in the nose 

for balance, and 
yes, it really flew. 
The more cereal 
we ate, the more 
paper airplanes 
we could collect.  
The cheapest 
cereal was Kix. 
It tasted awful. 
We didn’t care.
 
My favorite 

real airplane was the P-51 Mustang. You and I could argue 
about whether it was the best airplane ever built. Or the 
most beautiful. But if you disagree with me, I’ll give you an 
argument for your money. Aviators say that if an airplane 
looks great, it flies great; that was the Mustang. And the 
sound! It was fitted with the awesome Rolls Royce Merlin 
engine that cranked out 1400 horsepower. Nothing better 
was ever built to turn gasoline into noise.

Written By: Bill Thomas
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Memories of                        
  World War II

70 YEARS AFTER THE END OF THE CONFLICT
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(Continued from Page 17)  It was impossible to take 
evasive action in the face of enemy fighters and the deadly 
“flak” antiaircraft fire. The most famous bomber was the 
B-17 Flying Fortress. It was supposed to be so heavily 
armed that no German fighter could touch it. Wrong. If 
you flew 25 missions they would let you go home. 4,451 
bombers were shot down in 10,631 missions over Germany. 
You can do the math yourself.

The unsung heroes were the observation and util-
ity airplanes and their pilots. These were simply civilian 
aircraft pressed into service to do whatever light work was 
needed: artillery spotting, carrying a wounded GI, or deliv-
ering messages. Piper Cubs, Aeroncas, or maybe a Stinson, 
they flew at 80 miles per hour. Their canvas sides wouldn’t 
even slow down a bullet. Though they seldom fired a shot, 
they are considered true “Warbirds”. Many are in private 
hands now, still used for fun and inexpensive flying. If 

our luck holds, you might see 
several today, or maybe a Stea-
rman biplane or an AT-6 Texan 
that were used for training. 
 On the hot and humid 
afternoon of August 14, 1945, I 
was upstairs in my room, read-

ing a book. The windows were open, and I heard someone 
going up and down the street shouting “The war is over, 
the war is over”. Our heroes could come home. Democracy 
was safe. It was time to dismantle our military, including all 
those airplanes.

This country produced almost 300,000 aircraft during 
the war. At war’s end, many were cut up for scrap. Others 
were used for target practice, or sold to small countries. 
Still others that were thought to have some peacetime use 
were ferried back to the States to be sold as surplus at Sims-
bury Airport among many other places. You could buy a 
P-51 Mustang for $500. The same airplane might be worth 
$2 Million today. Who knew?

One of aviation’s ongoing controversies is whether the 
few remaining Warbirds should be preserved in museums, 
or actively flown.  Is it better to keep them on static display, 
and thus safe, or risk flying them so they can be seen in 
their natural environment, in the air? I’m one who believes 
we should keep them flying. There is no way to convey the 
reality of what they were unless they are flown. I want you 
to experience yourself what I so vividly remember from 
my boyhood… those awesome sights and sounds. So if, by 
chance, a few old Warbirds show up today, take a good look 
and enjoy a bit of the history that kept our
country free .

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2015 SIMSBURY FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT SIMSBURY AIRPORT 

Experience the taste of  Simsbury when you visit Evergreens Restaurant and Twigs 
Lounge at The Simsbury Inn and indulge in our sumptuous creations and sinful desserts.                   

The perfect pairing of  food and wine will be sure to leave you satisfied.                                          
Our outdoor patio offers picture perfect panoramic views of  Talcott Mountain. 

The Simsbury Inn • 397 Hopmeadow Street Simsbury, CT  06070 • www.SimsburyInn.com • 860.651.5700 

Bring this ad in to receive 20% off  your final food bill from                      
Evergreens Restaurant or Twigs Lounge* 

 

*Alcohol, tax and gratuity not included. Expires September 30, 2015. Restrictions apply. See server for details. 
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(Continued from page 14 - FAQ)
Q: How do planes land at airports without towers? 
A: On their wheels hopefully.
Q: Seriously though... 
A: Untowered airports (such as Simsbury) use what is 
called a CTAF (Common Traffic Advisory Frequency) that 
all pilots know to tune in to in the vicinity of the airport. 
There are established traffic patterns that all planes should 
use in the vicinity of the airport. As they enter each part 
of the pattern, they will announce on CTAF who they are, 
where they are and there intentions. So, if I were landing 
at Simsbury and were finishing up the pattern, I might say, 
“Simsbury Traffic, Cessna 1234A turning final for runway 
3, Simsbury”. This lets everyone know in the area where I 
am and what I’m doing allowing for safe operation. 

Q: Where does all the money come from for airports like 
Bradley International and New Haven Tweed? Tarmac 
doesn’t come cheap ya know!
A: Facilities like Bradley International derive funds from 
a multitude of sources such as landing fees, leasing space 
to vendors, hangar rentals and fees to Fixed Base Opera-
tors (FBOs). Sometimes they will receive funds from the 
FAA’s AIP (Airport Improvement Program) for things like 
repaving or other facility upgrades. This is funded through 
things such as taxes on aviation fuel. As for the services 
that the FAA provides, in FY2015, over 92% of their 
budgedt is from whats called the Airport & Airway 

Administration Trust Fund (AATF). That gets revenues 
from aviation-related excise taxes on passengers, cargo, and 
fuel. Simsbury Airport is 100% self-funded and receives 
NO federal/state/local money of any kind.

Q: What does it take to get my pilots license? 
A: Like most things, it takes 3 ingredients: time, money 
and a willingness to learn. Depending on how often you 
take lessons (because if you wait too long between lessons 
you tend to forget stuff) the time it takes to get your pilots 
license (technically a “certificate” but I digress...) can vary 
widely. The FAA requires a minimum of 40 hours of flight 
time before you can take your checkride with an FAA 
examiner. Most people take somewhere between 55-70 
hours. If you fly a lot and often, it can be done closer to 40. 
I flew 2-3 times per week over the course of a few months 
and was able to complete it in around 45 hours. Overall it 
depends on your comfort level and frequency of flying. The 
cost will vary by expect to spend between $8000-$10,000 
by the time you’re done. It may seem like a lot but it’s a skill 
you have for the rest of your life. 

Q: Does a pilot’s license ever expire? 
A: No! Every 2 years you need to do what’s called a “Flight 
Review” with an instructor and in order to carry 
passengers you need to have 3 landings in the preceeding 
90 days. Depending on the type of pilot’s license you may 
need to get an FAA medical every few years but that’s about 
it. It’s a skill and license you can carry with you for life!
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FUTURE FLYERS OF CT, LLC 
 

Customized instruction for busy people by experienced , 
Professional Flight Instructors   

 

THE Flight School at Simsbury Airport 
 

Where LEARNING TO FLY 
IS FUN!!! 

 
Private, Commercial, Instrument,                          
 Ground School, FAA approved 

Simulator, BFR/ICC 
 

Full Financing   
Available, All major 

credit cards 
 

 
Ask about our Discovery Flight Gift Program  

 
Contact: 

STEVE SMITH, CFII/MEII - 860-819-3717   
futureflyersct@gmail.com 

 
See us at the Fly-In , Spot M, across from the Main Building 

and ask about our graduates’ flying careers. 
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EAA
    CHAPTER 324

PHOTOS BY 
BRAD GRISWOLD 

 
ARTICLE BY 

MARK RANSTEAD

The Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 324 
Simsbury is proud to be a participant of the 2015 

Simsbury Fly-In, The largest Fly-In in New England. It 
seems like only yesterday that we just held last year’s Fly-In.  
Planning for the 2015 Fly-In practically began the day after 
the 2014 Fly-In event and members of EAA Chapter 324 
were present assisting in this planning.  EAA Chapter 324 
controls the ground movement and parking of all the arriv-
ing and departing aircraft during this year’s Fly-In. We are 
assisted by local Civil Air Patrol Squadrons.

EAA Chapter 324 Simsbury is a local community of 
aviation enthusiasts; one of more than a thousand such 
groups throughout the world.  Chapters are a unique and 
important element of the EAA. They are the focal point 
where members have the ability to interact and participate 
and also serve as a platform for EAA programs at the local 
level. 

The Experimental Aircraft Association, EAA, is an 
international aviation membership association.  Formed 
in 1953 the non-profit, activity-based, member-driven or-
ganization is headquartered in Oshkosh, Wisconsin   EAA 
is a growing and diverse organization of members with a 
wide range of aviation interests and backgrounds, provid-
ing a wide range of technical and training services, aviation 
advocacy and information exchanges including the award 
winning, members’ only, monthly publication “Sport Avia-
tion”.  EAA membership has grown to over 180,000 mem-
bers in more than 100 countries.

Our Chapter’s members enjoy all types of airplanes, 
including the “experimental” aircraft, those aircraft built 
by individual craftsmen, rather than in a factory. “Experi-
mental” refers to the category of aircraft designated by the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Similar to stan-
dard category aircraft, (Continued on page 38)

• Cleveland, Goodrich, and Goodyear 
wheels and brakes

• Speciality tires
• Concorde Batteries
• Engine parts for Continental, Lycoming, 

and Franklin engines

• Ceconite fabric
• Randolph and Poly-Fiber finishes
• Scott tailwheel parts
• Champion spark plugs
• AirMaze and Brackett air filters
• Whelen lights and more!

• Aeronca
• Champion
• Bellanca
• Citabria
• Decathlon

Since 1946, we have been filling the parts needs of the classic, vintage, homebuilder, and other general 
aviation enthusiasts with quality factory original and FAA/PMA approved products.

Univair carries an extensive line of fine distributor items:

Univair Parts For Classic Aircraft

ALL MERCHANDISE IS SOLD F.O.B., AURORA, CO • PRICE AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • 6-15-15

Toll Free Sales: 1-888-433-5433
2500 Himalaya Road • Aurora, Colorado • 80011-8156
Info Phone ..........................................303-375-8882
Fax .......................... 800-457-7811 or 303-375-8888
Email .............................................. info@univair.com
Website ..........................................www.univair.comAIRCRAFT CORPORATION

Visit our website to 
order your free Univair 
catalog. Foreign orders 
pay postage.

FREE CATALOG

Providing parts support for many fine classic 
aircraft including:

• Scout
• Ercoupe
• Luscombe
• Taylorcraft
• Stinson 108 Series

• Cessna 120, 140, 140A, 
150, 152, 170, 172, 180, 
182, and 185

• Piper J3 thru PA-22 and 
PA-25
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FARMINGTON VALLEY EQUIPMENT 
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT EAA AND THE SIMSBURY FLY-IN 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

Ask about the John Deere – EAA Partner Program! 
 

 
 

242 Colt Highway, Route 6 
Farmington, CT 06032 

860-678-7288   www.fve.info  charlie@fve.biz 
Open Monday – Friday 7:30 – 5:30  Saturday 7:30 – 3:00 
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8:00 AM - 11:00 AM   BREAKFAST

9:00 AM - END OF DAY  WACO BIPLANE RIDES AvAILABLE (EXCEPT 11:50 AM - 1:20 PM)

9:00 AM - 10:00 PM   POWERED PARAGLIDER GROuP ARRIvAL  

11:00 AM     YANKEE CLIPPERS FORMATION FLYING DEMONSTRATION

12:00 PM    SEMINAR - LEARNING TO FLY

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM   LuNCH  

12:05 PM    LIFESTAR MEDEvAC HELICOPTER ARRIvAL & DISPLAY

9:30 AM    SEMINAR - HOW DOES IT FLY

12:15 PM    SHRINERS PARADE - MAIN RuNWAY TO TAXIWAY

1:15 PM    SEMINAR - SEAPLANE FLYING FOR FuN

1:45 PM    YANKEE CLIPPERS FORMATION FLYING DEMONSTRATION

12:35 PM - 12:35 PM   RADIO CONTROL MODEL FLIGHTS (NORTH RuNWAY)

1:20 PM    AIRCRAFT JuDGING RESuLTS ANNOuNCED

1:20 PM    AIRPORT OPENS TO AIRCRAFT ARRIvALS/DEPARTuRES

2:00 PM    CAR JuDGING RESuLTS & TROPHY PRESENTATIONS

3:00 PM    AIRCRAFT DEPARTuRES - AvGAS SALES RESuME

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM   AIRCRAFT & CAR JuDGING

10:45 AM    SEMINAR - RADIO CONTROL MODELING

11:55 AM    BANNER TOW PICKuP DEMONSTRATION

11:50 AM - 1:20 PM   RuNWAY CLOSED TO AIRCRAFT ARRIvALS/DEPARTuRES

9:00AM - 12:00 PM   LIvE MuSIC - THE JOLLY BEGGARS

1:15 PM    LIFESTAR DEPARTuRE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Most of us have been at the beach or a sporting event 
and seen an airplane pulling an advertising banner.  

Ever wonder how the airplane picks up the banner? As one 
of our special attractions today, an airplane from Banner 
Tow USA will provide a demonstration of this very inter-
esting procedure. 

Just prior to the noon hour, on the opposite side of 
the runway, the ground crew will set up several tall poles 
with a cable strung between them. The cable will connect 
to the banner itself, which will be stretched out on the 
ground. You’ll see the tow aircraft make a very low and 
slow approach, trailing a special pickup hook. The hook 
will engage the cable, the airplane will go to full power, and 
pull the cable and banner skyward.  Voila ! A highly visible 
and effective advertisement is airbourne for thousands of 
people to see.  

Our special thanks to the folks from Banner Tow 
USA, who have provided this interesting demonstration. 

They offer unique and unforgettable specialty advertis-
ing and personal messaging. Their service is a cost effec-
tive corporate aerial marketing and advertising tool for 
businesses of any size and budget. They offer customized 
personal aerial messaging for elections, graduations, grand 
openings, sporting tournaments, and other special events.
We welcome Tower Energy as our sponsor for this unique 
demonstration. Tower Energy is a major supplier of heating 
oil and propane, along with heating and air conditioning 
installation and service.  Tower is located at 80 Town Line 
Rd., in Plainville. Give them a call at 860-677-7347. 

12:30 PM - 3:30 PM   LIvE MuSIC - ORGANIZED CHAOS
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Editors Note: Each year the International Cessna 180/185 
Club chooses an airport in North America to host their 
annual convention. This year, Simsbury Airport was proud 
to welcome these pilots and their amazing aircraft to Con-
necticut. If you would like more info about hosting your 
event or convention at Simsbury Airport, please stop by the 
information booth in front of the main building.

The 2015 Skywagon Convention was such a success! 
The detailed planning done by Walt and Jean Congdon 

was apparent before we even arrived. Upon registering for 
the convention everyone received a 
three-ring binder full of information 
about the convention and possible 
places to visit, if we wanted to arrive 
early or extend our stay in the New 
England area. The binder was orga-
nized by state and was full! 

On Monday, we flew out to 
Martha’s Vineyard. How many 
people can say they landed on a 
community dog park where the dogs 
have the right-of-way, on Martha’s 
Vineyard? We can! We had the entire 
morning to stroll through the quaint 
streets of Oak Bluffs. The Gingerbread Cottages surround-
ing the Methodist Campground and Tabernacle were like 
something from a child’s storybook. It was hard to miss the 
variety of ships in the Oak Bluffs Marina. There were huge 
fishing boats, fancy yachts, and even a pirate ship available 
for tours. Some of us got the chance to watch the ferry un-
load and load while strolling along the beach. We rode the 
Flying Horse Carousel and a couple of people in our party 
even received a brass ring, which was good for a free ride. 
It is the nation’s oldest operating platform carousel and was 
brought to the Vineyard in 1884. There was also plenty of 
shopping available... and ice cream shops! 

When we left Martha’s Vineyard we flew to RI11 his-
toric airfield in Rhode Island, for a clambake. This wasn’t 
just a clambake. We had chowder, clams, lobster, chicken, 
corn-on-the-cob, salad, coleslaw, and our personal favorite, 
steak. We are from the mid-west, you know! We topped all 
that with watermelon and brownies. Yes, both! The Con-
gdon’s arranged for the Rhode Island Antique Truck Club 
to be there to give rides to anyone interested. Contrary 
to the name, there were more than trucks there. This day 

happened to be our youngest son, Duncan’s, birthday. He 
got to visit Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut 
on his birthday! Everyone sang to him at the clambake and 
he received a thoughtful card full of money. After arriving 
back at the hotel he was surprised again with a birthday 
cake and song. Thank you to everyone for showing so 
much love to our son, and our family. 

Weather put a minor ding in our plans for a fly-out 
to New-port, RI on Tuesday, but the Congdon’s had a plan 
B. They arranged charter buses for all who wanted to go on 
this day’s excursions in Newport. Our first stop was Break-

er’s Mansion. This 70-room mansion 
was built in the late 1800s by the 
Vanderbilt family that got their for-
tune from steamships and the New 
York Central Railroad. Needless to 
say, the mansion and the view of the 
ocean were exquisite. 

After the tour we went to the 
Ocean Cliff mansion for lunch, 
where we ate with the ocean as our 
backdrop. Then we were off to the 
Brick Marketplace for a brief time 
of shopping. If you didn’t feel up to 
shopping you could walk Bowen’s 

Wharf and admire the variety of ships. 
We concluded the evening with entertainment by a 

comedian/hypnotist. This provided some hilarious amuse-
ment for those in attendance. If you get a chance, ask 
Marilyn Parker about her experience as Pat Benatar. You 
can also ask Brenda White about her opportunity to meet 
Tom Cruise, of whom she is a very big fan. We tease them, 
because we love them. Thank you to all the volunteers for 
being such a good participant and good sport. 

Wednesday we had the pleasure of cruising down the 
Connecticut River on Lady Katharine. This ship provided 
us a nice dining experience with beautiful views. We even 
got a glimpse of Gillette Castle, which was the stop next 
on our itinerary. The Gillette Castle was built in the early 
1900s by William Gillette. He was an actor that is best 
known for his portrayal of Sherlock Holmes. Every wooden 
door in the castle had a unique design and locking system 
which gave us a taste of the creative genius that Gillette 
was. This was a favorite stop for many of us.  
(Continued on page 35)

The Family Wagon
       Story by
    Daren and Mary Bannon 
         Douglass, KS
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 Westfield Bank is 
 a proud sponsor of the

2015 
Simsbury 
Fly-In and 
Car Show
 Visit us in the Granby Village Shops 
 10 Hartford Ave. Granby, CT.

413.568.1911  n  www.westfieldbank.comMember 
FDIC

What better banking’s all aboutsm.
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(Continued from Page 29 - Wagon) We shopped for a short 
while in Essex, CT before dinner at the famous “Gris.” 
Some of us took advantage of the antique car rides available 
from the CCRAACA. This was another special touch the 
Congdon’s put into the convention. We have no idea what 
CCRAACA stands for (Walt does!), but thoroughly enjoyed 
the members volunteering their time to give us yet another 
memorable moment from this trip. The food at the “Gris” 
matched the expectations and was only out done by the 
great conversations among friends. 

The first item on the agenda Thursday was the Direc-
tor’s Meeting for those that wanted to attend. President 
Goebel has given the details of that meeting in another 
article in this newsletter, so we will not duplicate that in-
formation. Also available to us on this day was the Aviation 
Museum or shopping at the Shoppes at Farmington Valley. 
The museum was impressively large and a must see for 
aviation enthusiasts. The staff and volunteers were extreme-
ly knowledgeable and open to questions. 

The banquet and silent auction finished the day’s 
activities. This event is always exciting as our club members 
keep writing their name on the auction papers to increase 
their bids to try to win the item(s) they want. Let us share 
a word of advice to all of you. Do not put your newly 
11-year-old in charge of your bidding. He will make sure 
you win everything you mention you might like. The real 
problem comes when you try to figure out how to get your 
items home in your plane that was full when you arrived 

for the convention! Bo and Rita Butler graciously hauled 
lots of stuff back to Kansas for us, even though it cost them 
at least 3-4 knots on the way home! The auction had a large 
selection of great products. 

Friday morning most of the convention participants 
ate breakfast at their leisure and were transported back to 
the hosting airport to be reunited with their beloved birds 
and return them to their respective nests. This was a bitter-
sweet day. The convention was such a grand experience full 
of fun-filled activities and cherished time with friends. 

The Congdon’s did a fantastic job of organizing this 
event and were a true blessing to all of us. They even ar-
ranged for the Simsbury Photography Club to hang out 
with us for the week and capture our adventures. I would 
be remiss if I didn’t mention the Congdon’s dear friends, 
Chuck and Joan Smith, and John and Gisele Humble. These 
two couples assisted the Congdon’s in making this conven-
tion truly extraordinary. Thank you! 
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The year was 2008 and I had just finished twenty long 
weeks of working on the road, traveling from city to 

city to … well, the middle of nowhere sometimes and back 
again. So, what does a twenty-something do when he’s 
worked non-stop and accrued enough overtime to make 
any human resources person do a spit take and pass out? 
Go on vacation to some exotic locale of course! The choices 
were many but when it came down to it, I’d always wanted 
to see an active volcano and no easier way to do that than 
take a trip to sunny Hawaii. Little did I know that one vaca-
tion would have such a huge impact on my future.

Fast forward one month later and I’m sitting in my 
rental car, a bright red Dodge Charger smiling from ear to 
ear. (After driving a 9 year old Dodge Neon (which would 
have been lucky to register horsepower in the triple digits), 
even the 186HP of that rental made it feel like a muscle 
car.) So there I sit, ready to start my adventure and I open 
up the guidebook. Hiking, sounds fun but I’d like to not 
tire myself out on the first day. Snorkeling, definitely but 
the water looks a bit rough, maybe tomorrow when the seas 
have died down. Spelunking (caving), sound like fun, but it 
was a bit of a drive. But wait, what’s this? Flight lessons? In 
Hawaii?!? Well, when it Rome, er, Kailua Kona. 

I sat there in the 85° tropical sun, dialed up the num-
ber in the guide book and on the other end a gentleman by 
the name of Jeff Hoff picks up the phone. I tell him I was 
interested in taking a flight lesson. He replies genially and 
lets me know we can go up tomorrow morning as it’s best 
to go flying when the winds are calm. Of course, being the 
uninitiated, I wonder to myself, aren’t planes meant to fly in 
the wind? I say it to myself and agree to meet him at 7:30 at 
the airport still not quite sure what to expect. 

Looking back on it, I’m sure he probably didn’t know 
what to expect either. Having now flown for several years, 
I’ve often seen several people come only to take a lesson or 
two and then, exclaim to themselves, “Well that was fun, 

what’s next?” and then saunter off to whatever their next 
flight of fancy is. Often I find instructors eagerly awaiting 
the next student, waiting to share the magic of flight with 
them, and quietly hoping that they too will find the magic 
in it. For you see, learning to fly is very much like falling in 
love. You start because it seems like it might be fun or prac-
tical; but after just a short while, you can think of nothing 
else and you can’t imagine being without it. Sometimes that 
first flight lesson, is more about learning the fundamentals, 
it’s learning how much you love flying. 

The next morning came and I was already wide awake 
at 4:30am. (In December, 4:30am in Hawaii is 10:30am in 
Connecticut). I looked out the window of my room out to 
the expanse of macadamia nut trees and the ocean quietly 
whispering in the distance. Far off the first mourn-
ing doves were cooing to one another in 
the palms. The air was still and you 
could see until the ocean 
met the sky; today was 
going to be an excellent day 
for flying.

I made my way to the air-
port and pulled up to the “Gen-
eral Aviation” area where there 
were several metal hangars 
lining the roadway. I 
walked along looking 
for the hangar number of 
the instructor and eventu-
ally found an open door with a man in a jumpsuit 
inside. “Are you Jeff?” I shouted? “Hi, are you Brad?” he 
replied. I had found the hangar and he opened the gate to 
the airport to let me in to a whole new world of aviation. It 
was then that I got my first look at the aircraft we would be 
flying that day. It was what I would later find out is called a 
“Tanarg”. (Continued on page 35)

HI FLYING
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(Continued from Page 32 - HI Flying)
It’s a French built “Weight-Shift Trike”. Essentially 

a big hang glider with an underslung 2 seat trike with an 
engine on the back. This certainly wasn’t what I was used to 
seeing when I think of a plane. I pictured a big aluminum 
fuselage with a big metal wing on the top or bottom, and 
a propeller squarely in front, and the phrase “ass hanging 
in the breeze” never entered my thought process either 
figuratively, or in this case, literally. But, as many people do 
when they go try something new alongside an expert, they 
silently whisper to themselves, “Well, he’s not dead, so… 
why not…”

We went through preflight where we walked around 
the aircraft and he carefully pointed out all the features, 
controls and of course anything related to safety. It was 
kind of reassuring to hear him actually talk about all the 
aspects of the craft, not that I expected anything different, 
but when faced with something so foreign to you, it helps 
to know at least one of the two of you know what you’re 
doing. 

I parked my gear, including my camera and left it in 
the hangar. There it would stay. Some might think that’s a 
mistake, but I assure you, that was one of the best decisions 
I could have made. We got situated in the aircraft and soon 
the engine roared to life. It felt like a real engine too. I’m 
not sure if I was expecting a lawnmower or something but 
gosh darn-it, this thing was for real. Jeff taxis us out of the 
hangars and starts talking to ground control and the tower. 
Less than a minute later, we’re whizzing down the runway 
and in less than a distance of the walk to the mailbox I 
started to see the ground retreat beneath us. 

There’s no better way to find out if you’re truly afraid 
of heights than to sit in a chair where you can barely lean 
to the left or right and see nothing between you and the 
ground tens, hundreds and eventually thousands of feet 
below. Once I got beyond the initial amazement of where 
I was and what was happening, Jeff started navigating us 
away from the airport and down the coastline. After some 
explanations about how to manipulate the controls to move 
the aircraft and how to safely hand off control from one 
person to another, he said, “You have the controls.” 
I grabbed hold of the bar (which is very much like the 
same type of bar controls you see on a hang glider) and I 

think managed to squeak out something that sounded 
like “I have the controls” but I’m sure was fairly 

unintelligible. After I learned that if you grip 
the controls hard 

enough, you can actually squeeze all the blood out of your 
hands and started to relax (to let the feeling come back if 
nothing else), I started to look down and see sights that 
still stay with me to this day. To see several pods of whales 
with juvenile whales surfacing just hundreds of feet below 
us, giant cliffs jutting out from the deep crystal blue Pacific 
– rising above us to meet the sky and the sun, flocks of 
Tropicbirds off to our side, the cool fresh smelling tropical 
wind passing us – and there I was, controlling the aircraft 
that brought me to this pure state of bliss. I was hooked and 
I didn’t look back. 
 Fast forward to two years later – I had saved up 
enough money and got my pilots license right here at 
Simsbury Airport from Future Flyers of Connecticut. Even 
though I learned through a great flight school close to 
home, I’ll never forget that first flight in paradise. 
Brad Griswold is the Airport Manager at Simsbury Airport 
and President of the Simsbury Flying Club. 

Resources for the Reader: If you’re traveling to the Big Island 
in Hawaii, instead of taking a helicopter trip, consider taking 
a flight lesson or an adventure flying course. If you’re travel-
ing with 1 or more people doing this can save you consider-
able amounts of money and lets you customize your itiner-
ary. In addition, you get to support some great flight schools 
and general aviation.

The author recommends the following
two flight schools on the Big Island:

Advanced Recreation
Type of Aircraft: Weight Shift Trike (Tanarg)
Phone: 808-775-9393
Website: www.advancedrecreationhawaii.com

Tropicbird Flight Service
Type of Aircraft: (Traditional aircraft  - Cessna 172/182 
Phone: 808-895-4753
Website: www.tropicbirdflightservice
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Each year the members of Experimental Aircraft As-
sociation Chapter 324, Simsbury manage the ground 

movement and parking of all arriving and departing 
aircraft during the hours of the Simsbury Fly-In.  EAA 
Chapter 324 is assisted by the Senior Officers and Cadets 
of the Civil Air Patrol Squadrons including; the Royal 
Chapter Composite Squadron, Brainard Airport, Hartford, 
CT., the 103rd Composite Squadron, Bradley ANG, East 

Granby, CT., the 169th Composite Squadron, Manchester, CT.   The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is a congressionally chartered, 
federally supported non-profit corporation that serves as the official civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Force. CAP 
is a volunteer organization with an aviation-minded membership that includes people from all backgrounds, lifestyles, and 
occupations. It performs several key missions including: search and rescue, disaster relief operations, aerospace education 

for youth and the general public, and cadet programs for 
teenage youth. Find out more at www.gocivilairpatrol.com

What’s under that big Green and Yellow tent?
Bring the family over to the Experimental Aircraft 

Association tent hosted by EAA Chapter 324 Simsbury, 
EAA Chapter 1310 Skylark Airport, East Windsor, CT and 
EAA Chapter 166 Brainard Airport, Hartford, CT.  You 
can make your own personal name tags out of sheet metal 
and rivets just like what we use to build our airplanes.  Fun 
for all ages.  While you’re there sign up for a Young Eagle 
Flight.  Details under the Big Green and Yellow EAA Tent.

SPECIAL THANKS & GREEN/YELLOW TENT
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At TD Bank, we’re happy to do 
our part to help those in need.

TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender
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www.TheNewMcLeanVillage.org   |   75 Great Pond Road   |   Simsbury, CT 06070

Call us to arrange a personal visit.

860-658-3786

“It is like one big happy family. 
We feel very much at home here.”  

McLean is a not-for-profit senior living community in Simsbury, CT 
offering a continuum of services including independent living, assisted 
living and memory care assisted living, an adult day program, short- 
and long-term skilled nursing, outpatient rehabilitation  
and wellness, post-acute care and home care and hospice.

At McLean, we make it easy to live happy. 
Worry-free living, healthy and delicious dining, a full social calendar 
... we deliver more than ever expected in a continuing care retirement 
community. At McLean, our goal is your happiness.

(Continued from page 22 - EAA) such as Cessna and Piper, 
experimental aircraft are inspected and certified airworthy 
by the FAA.  

Our member’s experience spans the range from 
light sport pilots (LSA) to military and airline pilots; from 
hobby mechanics to FAA licensed Airframe and Power-
plant (A&P) mechanics.  Our Chapter member’s homebuilt 
experimental aircraft include a Vans RV-4, two Vans RV-
6A, a Vans RV-8 and a Zenith STOL CH-801.  Light Sport 
Aircraft include the Destiny 2000 Power Parachute and the 
Jabiru Calypso. Production aircraft include the Cessna 150, 
the twin engine Cessna 310 twin and the Piper PA-18-105 
Super Cub. Chapter member project aircraft include the ex-
perimental aircraft Vans RV-4, RV-7A, RV-9A and RV-12.  
We have a resident Flight Advisor and a Technical Coun-
selor available to ensure our membership stay safe while 

building their projects or flying their planes.
Our local EAA Chapter welcomes anyone who has an 

interest in aviation, no experience necessary, couples are 
welcome. The EAA offers 6 month trail memberships at 
https://secure.eaa.org/eaajoin/chaptertrial.html.  If you’re 
building or restoring an aircraft our members can offer 
hands-on support.  We hold regular Chapter meetings here 
at the Simsbury airport the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00pm.  During the summer months our meetings are 
in the form of an outdoor barbeque and potluck dinners.  
At 6:00 PM, we meet at the airport, bring out our airplane 
and give members and their family rides while the grill 
warms up. After we fly we dine as the sun sets for the day; 
project problems are discussed, stories are told, friendships 
are made and we all get to know each other a little bit bet-
ter. Come Join Us.
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D E D I C A T E D  T O  H E L P I N G  B U S I N E S S  A C H I E V E  I T S  H I G H E S T  G O A L S .

When “Lucky” Lindy made his transatlantic crossing, he didn’t have to deal with an ocean of congressional 

wrangling (maybe that’s why they called him “Lucky”). The prevailing winds blew in his favor. But today, 

those winds have changed. Flying for business is more scrutinized than ever. Luckily, there’s NBAA.

We’ve made a home on the Hill, so that our members can make a living in the sky. Because business aviation

enables economic growth. And at NBAA, we enable business aviation.

Join us at nbaa.org/join.

C R O S S I N G  T H E  AT L A N T I C  WA S  E A S Y

C O M PA R E D  T O  N AV I G AT I N G  C O N G R ES S .
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Ever wondered what your neighborhood looks like from the sky? Or maybe you’re curious how airplanes even work. You 
might even dream about being a pilot. If you’re nodding your head “Yes” and are between the ages of 8 and 17, you’re ready 
to take a free Young Eagles flight and see what real pilots do on the ground and in the air. 

Since 1992, more than 1.9 million Young Eagles have enjoyed a flight from EAA’s network of volunteer pilots. For 
many, it was the start of their journey to becoming a pilot, aircraft mechanic, air traffic controller, or many other career 
possibilities. 

Your Young Eagles® flight 
will last approximately 20 minutes 
and you will see the earth and sky 
in a new and exciting way. This 
is your chance to experience the 
freedom of flight that many people 
only dream about.  Many people 
remember this experience for the 
rest of their lives. You will, too!

On the ground: Your pilot 
explains what will happen during 
the flight. You may talk about the 
airplane, review an aeronautical 
chart (or map), and complete a 
careful “walk-around” preflight 
inspection of the airplane.
Just before takeoff: Your pilot ex-
plains the interior of the airplane, 
(Continued next page)

BECOME A YOUNG EAGLE
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(Continued from previous page - Young Eagles) 
including the operation of the aircraft door, safety belts, 
and instrument panel.

In the air: The flight lasts between 15 and 20 minutes. 
And, if you want, your pilot may let you take the controls!
Back on the ground: There’s more time for you to ask ques-
tions about the flight. Your pilot is happy to tell you more 
about flying and their particular airplane.

You also get an official Young Eagles logbook with a 
personal code to activate your free EAA Student Member-
ship and your free Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course. For ad-
ditional information about the Young Eagles program visit 
www.youngeagles.org.

The local EAA network of volunteer pilots includes 
EAA Chapter 324 at Simsbury Airport, Simsbury, EAA 
Chapter 1310 at Skylark Airport, East Windsor and EAA 
Chapter 166 of Greater Hartford. 

EAA Chapter 324 will be hosting a Young Eagles 
Rally on Saturday October 3rd, 2015 from 9 am until 1 pm 
at the Simsbury Airport.  For more information visit our 
website at www.324.eaachapter.org.

EAA Chapter 1310 will be hosting a Young Eagle 
Rally on Saturday October 3rd, 2015 from 10 am to 1pm 
at the Skylark Airport.   For more information visit our 
website at www.eaa1310.org/ye. 

Come visit us at the Fly-In under the big yellow and 
green EAA tent and sign up for a young eagle ride at the 
airport closest to you.
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Chris Hosford
978-764-2988

Vans Aircraft RV-12- CHI Aerospace Fuels

Fly at Hampton Air�eld Flight School Service at Hampton Air�eld Maintenance

Flight School

Piper Cubs
Flight Design CTLS
Cessna 172s

Annual 
Inspections
Oil changes
Rotax service

105 kts for under 5 gallons per hour115kts for under 5 gallons per hour

Don Swift IA and A&P
Director of Mantinance
(603) 379-2693

Specializing in light sport �ight training.
9a Lafayette Rd North Hampton, NH 03862 

Call us today (603) 964-6749

CHI Aerospace Fuels

Flight Design CTLS- CHI Aerospace Fuels
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“Aviation is the intersection of the mind, the body and emo-
tion. When you fly you need to have your mind clear and 
focused on managing and understanding everything that is 
going on around you with cold clarity. Physically, you need 
to manipulate the controls with co-ordination and precision. 
And then there is a great emotional response of awe and ex-
hilaration at being able to project yourself in all 3 dimensions 
and gain perspective of the incredible world we live in. There 
is nothing else that I know of that engages every part of me 
all at once – other than flying. And couple this to the fact that 
aviation is an endless source of learning and challenge, and 
you have a passion that will last a lifetime.”
– Matt Liknaitzky, The Airplane Factory, Inc

I couldn’t have said it better than Matt. I was enthralled 
by flying at an early age and set out to be an Air Force pilot. 
My eyes didn’t support that so after four years in the Air 
Force supporting flight operations on the ground I decided to 
learn through the civilian channels. Becoming a Private then 
a Commercial Pilot I soon added the Flight Instructor rating 
and discovered I liked to teach as well as fly myself and my 
family to lots of great destinations.

My Son caught the bug and he got his Private pilot 
license and later added the Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian license as well to satisfy his keen interest in all things 
mechanical. Neither of us made flying a full time career for 
various reasons but some people make that choice. Either 
way flying’s unique perspective, sense of accomplishment 
and thrill of achievement all open up to you when you get a 
pilot’s license. Many times, even if you don’t do it profession-
ally, it leads to more interesting job opportunities. I believe 
primarily because it makes you a more interesting person. 
Almost everyone is impressed with a person that shows the 
dedication to accomplish a difficult task that requires skill 
and determination. Employers do consider that in evaluating 
people. And frankly, its not bad for developing conversations 
around the “water cooler” either. 

I was able to incorporate the flying skills in various jobs 
I had in my career in engineering including Flight testing 
new electronic equipment for the airlines, developing flight 
systems for the military both fixed wing and helicopters and 
in engine systems for smaller aircraft. So leveraging the pilot 
skill set was a definite asset in my career.

Learning to fly is certainly a challenge but we all face 
challenges of some sort in our lives whether its learning to 
ride a horse or play a musical instrument. In may ways we 
find ourselves better people for having met the challenge and 
we’re left with a lifetime of benefits for our efforts. 

At the Simsbury Fly-in this year, as in past years, you 
can attend a free Seminar , about 45 minutes, where all the 
aspects of learning to fly will be discussed. Q&A are a part 
of this so bring your questions and curiosity. We’ll address 
topics like how long it takes, how much it costs, how you can 
finance it, etc. So join us in the Seminar Hangar at noon!. 

WHY WE FLY
By Steve Smith
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As icons of general aviation, 
we strive to continue the legend.
SAFETY. SPEED. STYLE.

THE
MISSION
IS YOURS

Ovation
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                          Where Excellence is Standard  
 
You Can Have It All at VIP: 
 Highly experienced staff 
 Convenient location 
 One-stop-shopping – only facility in New England : 

o Service avionics components and instruments  
o Service autopilots 
o  In-aircraft troubleshooting 
o  Installations 
o  Aircraft maintenance 

 Competitive pricing 
 Impeccable customer service 
 ADS-B ‘OUT’ SOLUTIONS STARTING AT $1,995 plus 

installation. 
Brainard Airport (HFD) – 860-525-5713 – info@vipavionics .com
  

As you walk around the grounds of the Sims-
bury Airport on this (hopefully) beautiful 

day, you may notice something besides all of the 
exhibits, delicious edibles, shiny airplanes and 
classic cars that are throughout the grounds. Is it 
the live bands? No. (Although they sound great!) 
The luxury cars for sale?  They’re here, true, but 
no. T-shirts for sale?? Please do, but still no.

What you’ll notice are the safety measures 
taken to protect everyone at the fly in, made to 
minimize the chances of any injury should an 
incident occur. For example: if you look to the 
North, you’ll see brightly-colored barricades the 
airport installed to greatly reduce the chance of 
an aircraft going off the end of the runway and 
into the road should something happen and two 
layers of temporary fencing between the runway 
and spectator areas, helping protect our guests 
should an aircraft go off the runway. 

Next, and most importantly, are the safety 
personnel located throughout. You’ll see: a safety 
officer constantly going around in a cart who is 
both there to help and stop people from… mak-
ing poor decisions; an ambulance with two certi-
fied EMT’s/Paramedics on board; police officers 
that both assist with traffic and patrolling the 
grounds; and 2 fire apparatus with a full compli-
ment of firefighters. 
Speaking of firefighters, why do the firefighters 
at the Fly-In outnumber the other emergency 
personnel 2 to 1? 

We’ll get to that in a bit. First lets take a 
look at some “local facts and figures*” about 
firefighters here in the state. Connecticut has 315 
total fire departments and fire services; our own 
Simsbury being an all volunteer department. In 
fact, of the 26,650 firefighters in Connecticut, 
22,225 are volunteer, making a 5:1 ratio of volun-
teer to career. In contrast, nationwide there are 
786,150 volunteers to 354,600 career firefighters 
making a ratio of  about 2.2:1.  
So what does it take to go from homebody to 
hero? 

If you rewind 50 years ago “...you just 
showed up when the bell sounded...
to go put the fire out, learning as you went.” 
(Continued next page)

Written by Jason Rabeck

IN THE LINE OF FIRE
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Member FDIC     Member CDARS      Equal Housing Lender      

Your Community –
Your Community Bank
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www.nwcommunitybank.com
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                    “Powering Through Diverse Construction Projects  With Integrity…..” 
              US Builders Review   2014 

  

   161 Storrs Road, Mansfield Center, CT 06250     860-456-3221 

                                                                                                WWW.ZLOTNICKCONSTRUCTION.COM 

                                                    AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/ DAS CERTIFIED “SBE” 

(Fire - Continued from previous page)
(Note: That quote came directly from 
a seasoned veteran of the fire service I 
know, so don’t yell) Current day, it takes 
a lot more than one might think. Per CT 
OSHA guidelines the minimum training 
includes: Firefighter I, Hazardous Materi-
als Operations, First Aid & CPR, Infec-
tious Disease Control, Hazardous Com-
munications, Confined Space Rescue 
(for departments that will conduct such 
operations), Incident Command (NIMS), 
etc. - most of which have to be refreshed 
on at least an annual basis. 

So now that we have our training 
and the pager goes off, it’s time to go fight 

the fire, right? Not quite. You’ve got 
the training, but now that you’re at 
the firehouse ready to go, you need 
to know which truck to take to the 
call. Do you need a brush truck? 
Pumper? Ladder? Tanker? Rescue? 
As with anything else, you need to 
take the right tools to get the job 
done. And in order to ride on those 
trucks, you need to know every 
truck, what tools and equipment 
are on them, and most importantly 
how to use them. Okay. I’ve got the 
training, and I now know every 
piece of apparatus and equipment 
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SimsburyBank.com
860.658.2265

Mortgage and Consumer 
Loans

Commercial Banking
Checking and Savings  

options 
Online Banking

Retirement Products
 

Supporting our local community   

every step of the way
Simsbury Bank is committed to understanding 
your needs and finding the solutions that fit. 
That’s the way banking should be.

my department has to offer. Lets go! No. You’re not going 
by yourself are you? 

This is where we’re going to answer our earlier 
question of “why do the firefighters outnumber the other 
emergency responders?” For one piece of fire apparatus 
you first need someone qualified to drive those big trucks. 
Your driver also need to know how to get the water from 
the truck to you so you can put out the fire and keep you 
safe inside a burning building, all while getting water from 
another source to keep water in the truck. Think of run-
ning out of water in the middle of the dessert; you’re not 
going to be happy or last very long without it. Second, you 
need a fire officer; one who will be in command of the 
firefighters and give them direction to help get the job done 
right. Plus, you don’t want to work by yourself, so wouldn’t 
it nice to have someone go in with you to share the work-
load? I thought so. So for one firetruck, you have 4 people. 
For larger incidents, take that number and just start
multiplying.

So next time you see firefighters, regardless of volun-
teer or career, just remember what you’ve read here today 
and the training and sacrifice they’ve made in order to keep 
themselves up to date and be there for you and/or your 
family in your time of need. Lastly, if you like what you 
read here and want to help give back to your neighbors and 
community, why not visit your local volunteer fire depart-
ment and join up!?

Please note: The author of this article completely un-
derstands and acknowledges that police and medical per-
sonnel have to go through a great amount of training and 
recertifications in order to do what they do, and doesn’t 
dispute that fact for a second. However, being a firefighter 
and having gone through all the above training, it’s what I 
know and can speak about!!

* Statistics courtesy of The N.F.P.A., and The Connecticut 
Commission on Fire Prevention and Control. 
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ANGELO CHIRICO BREAKFAST / LuNCH

STu BECKETT  AIRCRAFT JuDGING

PORTER & CHESTER CAR SHOW COORDINATION

BETH BROWN  FINANCIAL

MARK RANSTEAD GROuND CONTROL

PHIL FREEDENBuRG uNICOM/AIR BOSS

BRAD GRISWOLD GRAPHICS & vOLuNTEERS

DOuG MELvILLE GROuNDS

BILL THOMAS MARKETING & PA ANNOuNCER

ROYAL GRIFFIN LOGISTICS

2015 FLY-IN COMMITTEE SPECIAL THANKS
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS - BRADLEY INT’L AIRPORT

AMP RADIO NETWORK - AMPRADIONETWORK.COM

ANGELO CHIRICO - ANGELO’S ON MAIN ROCKLEDGE

AuTOBON

BOY SCOuT TROOP 175
CIvIL AIR PATROL 169TH, 103RD,

COMPOSITE AND ROYAL CHARTER SquADRONS

CHARLIE LuKE - FARMINGTON vALLEY EquIPMENT

EAA CHAPTERS 324, 166 & 1310
FIRE EquIPMENT HEADquARTERS

GOuLET PRINTERY & THE ENTIRE GOuLET FAMILY

HARvEST CAFE & BAKERY

JIM ADAMS - FAA
JOHN MORICI - BIZNuZZ INTERNET SOLuTIONS

LIFESTAR

MICHAEL GIRARD - SIMSCROFT-ECHO FARMS, INC.
MuSCICAL PERFORMERS - “THE JOLLY BEGGARS” 

& ORGANIZED CHAOS

OLD RHINEBECK AERODROME

POLICE - EAST GRANBY & SIMSBuRY

PORTER AND CHESTER INSTITuTE - CAR SHOW SPONSOR

SIMSBuRY LIGHT OPERA COMPANY

SIMSBuRY vOLuNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

TOM MARTIN - PHONON

TOWN OF SIMSBuRY - FIRST SELECTMAN LISA HEAvNER  AND 
MANY OTHER TOWN OFFICIALS

WDRC - MEDIA SPONSOR

YANKEE CLIPPERS FORMATION FLYING TEAM

AND OF COuRSE ALL OuR vOLuNTEERS!!!



We are fortunate to have Simsbury Aircraft Maintenance 
as our repair facility.  Owner Pete Trabold’s many years of 
experience, along with his IA rating, offer his customers the 
full range of quality aircraft repair services.  Pete can per-
form everything from annuals to engine overhauls at very 
reasonable prices.  He specializes in magneto repairs, with 
aircraft owners often noting how much smoother their 
engines run after Pete has done his magic.  Owner-assisted 
annual inspections are welcome.  Pete also is glad to work 
on experimental and 
homebuilt airplanes.  
Aircraft pickup and 
delivery service is 
available, as are
pre-buy inspections.  
Pete has the added 
experience that comes 
with Commercial 
Helicopter and
Commercial 
multi-engine ratings.  
Contact Pete at
413-770-5021.      

simsburyairport.com

For the past 14 years, Organized Chaos has been entertain-
ing the masses. From backyard parties to local watering 
holes, their unique blend of modern and classic rock has 
drawn fans from far and wide. The boys, sometimes joined 
by very special guest singers and musicians, have repeat-
edly found new ways to recreate everyone’s favorite songs 
and breathe new life in to those “oldie-but-goodies”. 
Organized Chaos is dedicated to their community, fre-
quently performing shows to support local charities, as 
well as local school groups. OC also regularly shows their 
support for the U.S. Armed Forces, as both Jason Lill and 
Jason Proulx have served in the CT Army National Guard. 
OC is committed to making their community a better 
place through music. Band Members: Jason Proulx – Lead 
Vocals, Jason Lill – Lead Guitar, Brooke Tyler – Bass, Chris 
Haberbosch – Keyboard/Guitar, Bryan West – Percussion, 
Sara West - Vocals, Jeff Scarcella - Tech and sound

ORGANIZED CHAOS

THE JOLLY BEGGARS CELTIC BAND
Live Irish music will come your way from the Jolly Beggars.  
These Connecticut musicians feature traditional music and 
storytelling, played on typical Irish instruments such as tin 
whistles and spoons, along with mandolins and guitars.  
They have produced three albums to date.
(www.thejollybeggarsmusic.com)
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SIMSBURY AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
ALWAYS FRIENDLY, ALWAYS PROFESSIONAL

MUSICAL PERFORMERS AT TODAY’S FLY-IN
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