Pay less. Wait less. Get more.
ER-quality care for all ages.
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Seminars
QUIT STALLING

9:30

Doug Stewart

Doug is one of the foremost aviation trainers in the country. In this seminar, he will discuss how to
recognize and avoid one of the most common causes of aviation accidents; the inadvertent stall. A great
session about flying technique and safety.

THE UFO's

United Flying Octogenarians

10:45

These gents are all 80 years or older, and are still active flyers. Moreover, they’ll tell you about some
of their amazing adventures, including flights to the most-northern and most-southern airports in the
world, and to Cuba.

LEARNING TO FLY

12:00

Future Flyers of Connecticut

Our flight school, Future Flyers of Connecticut, has taught people of all ages how to fly. If you’ve ever
thought about learning to fly, this is your chance to find out what’s involved, the ground study, the cost,
and more. Lots of opportunity for questions.

NEW ENGLAND WEATHER

1:15

simsburyflyin.com

Joe Furey and Dan Amarante

Joe and Dan are known to everyone who monitors WTIC-AM or Channel 61. Come meet them in
person and learn about the special features of weather in this part of the country, with a special slant on
aviation weather. Got questions? Joe and Dan can answer them!
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Car Insurance
Written by Samuel Langdon

W

e love our cars right? So we put a lot of time an effort
into having them just the way we want them. Even if
it isn’t a show piece, and it’s your “to and from car”, you still
try to treat it well so that you’ll have it for a long time. But
what about the day that we’re in our beloved ride and things
are just not going the way that we want it to? Are you ready?
What we will go over today are two arenas of “insurance”.
The first will be “car insurance” and no, not the kind that you
hate paying every month; the kind that keeps your car doing
what it needs to in an emergency. The second will be what
can be described as “life insurance”, or things that you will
want to have in your car, should “life” happen.
For the car: Now we start in on what we want to have
in the vehicle, for the vehicle:
Spare tire and Jack: most cars come with this, but are they
there now? The day that we took the jack out to use it for
a buddy, did we put it back? When was that last time you
checked the air in the spare? These are things you need to be
sure of BEFORE you need them.
Flat inflation canister: If you blow two tires, the spare does
you no good. These canisters serve as a short term answer
to get you to a place where a more long term repair can be
found.
Jumper Cables: On this item, don’t skimp! Cheap cables
provide cheap performance, and you don’t want to be dealing
with that in an already bad situation.
Fire Extinguisher: A car portable ABC Fire Extinguisher may
mean the difference between a little damage and a total loss.
These are not very big, and when you need one, you will be
glad you have it.
Tool Kit: These will vary in need from vehicle to vehicle. But
you can never go wrong by grabbing a small zippered bag
and taking a trip through the $3 aisle of your local hardware
store. Get some Screwdrivers, Wrenches, Gloves, Duct Tape,
Vise Grips, Multi tool, lighters, Etc.; if in your head you
think “I could use that.” Get it!
Folding Shovel: In case you literally need to dig yourself out
of a lousy situation. The foldable models are compact and
relatively inexpensive.
Tow Rope: Specifically made to be a tow rope. There are
several models out there, and it should be at a minimum
something with a 6000 pound test.
Road Flares: If your car totally goes out on you at night, it is a
hazard and you will need to be able to be seen. They are also
a good source of light in a pitch black environment.

simsburyflyin.com
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*THE REAL KIND

Flashlights: Yes plural, flashlights. Have a few inexpensive ones handy so that you can illuminate your situation.
*NOTE* yes, in 2016 we all have an APP on our phone, but
you will need your phone to be a phone, and we don’t need
to be draining down the battery. Get some flashlights.
For you: In full disclosure, the part of your “car kit”
that is tailored to the driver is a very personal and customizable unit, this list is by no means all inclusive (nor is the auto
specific kit). However, here are some constants that should be
found in ANY car kit.
Food and Water: At least one gallon of water should be kept
in the car at all times, more if you can spare the space. For
food, high calorie, low mass items like power bars work very
well, especially if you will be stuck in the car for an extended
period of time, or will need to walk a substantial distance
from the car.
Heavy Duty Rain Poncho: A poncho will keep you dry in
wet weather, and that’s really just the beginning of what it
can do. A poncho can be used as a tarp, a blanked insulator,
a water cistern, and many, many other items. Heck for as
inexpensive as they are, get two!
Overnight Bag: Should you find yourself in a situation where
you will be away from the house for 24 hours, having a bag
with a clean change of clothes is one less thing you will have
to worry about. To include full seasonal clothing, socks,
underwear, long and short sleeve shirt, sweater, pants, toothbrush, toothpaste, small soap, small towel.
NOTE: The overnight bag is a single person item. If you
have kids or a spouse, they need their own.
Protection from the Elements: An old jacket, hat, and
gloves should have a home in the vehicle year round. They
do not have to be fashionable, but they should be sturdy and
able to provide protection from environmental elements you
may have to face.
Blanket or Sleeping Bag: Face it; you may get stuck in the
car overnight. A blanket or sleeping bag is more than just a
comfort item, it will keep your body from burning needed
calories keeping you warm, and may also mean the difference between suffering climate related injuries or not.
First Aid Kit: Band aids, antibiotic ointment, etc.
Trauma Kit: NOTE: Traditional “first aid” kits containing
bacitracin, alcohol wipes, and band-aids are for scraped
knees and paper cuts, NOT serious car crash injuries.
Should the worst happen and medical (Continued page 7)
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(Car Insurance - Continued from Page 5) attention is needed,
remember that emergency responders are still several minutes away. When seconds count, you are ahead of the curve
if you have the means to deal with the emergency NOW.
A small TRAUMA KIT should at a minimum contain:
Two large (4.5”x3.1 yard) rolls of 8-ply gauze bandages.
These can be used to pack or wrap a wound, and can also be
twisted into make shift bindings for a splint.
Self-adherent wrap (cohesive bandage). This is a medical
“tape” that adheres to itself and does not rely on an adhesive
agent to stay bonded to itself. If can also be used to apply
pressure to a wound if applied tightly.
Modern Tourniquet. The tourniquet has been modernized,
and companies make a quick application tourniquet that is
actively being issued by the military. These can be used and
remain on a limb for an incredibly long time before causing damage (and let’s not forget that the alternative may be
bleeding to death).
Pain Medication. To put it bluntly, if you decide that you are
too hurt to move, you’re not going to make it. In a situation
such as this you have no option but to get in gear and do
what needs to be done to survive, injured or not. A few ibuprofen may mean the difference in your ability to go a mile
or two further, which in turn may be the distance between
rescued or dead.
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION: Do you take specific medication? Is there an emergency supply in your kit? How long
can you go without it? If you take medication, you should
have enough in your pack to last you several days. This supply should be not touched unless the emergency has present-

ed itself, and should be cycled regularly so that you are not
stuck with expired medication when you may need it most.
So there you have it; a quick list of bare minimum
equipment you will need just to keep your head above water
in an emergency. A little bit of research may lead you to
include other things, and the sky is the limit.
On the note of research, knowledge is priceless and
weighs nothing. Take some time to learn things that will
help you out in emergency situations, and you will stand a
better chance. If you already own a pre-made car kit, have
you opened it up and looked at what’s in it? Is it everything
you need? Is there extra stuff you don’t? Do you know how
to change a tire? Do you know how to safely use a road
flare? The time to learn these
things is not during the
emergency!
However, it has been
proven that if YOU ARE
CONFIDENT IN YOUR
ABILITIES AND BELIEVE
YOU WILL SUCCEED, then
you will likely prove yourself
right, and live to tell about
it. That being said, NOW is
Sammy Langdon is a
the time to get ready, because
former 11B (Infantryman)
it’s too late to start planning
in the 82nd Airborne and
for an emergency when it’s
is an instructor for the
already happening.
Winston-Salem Police
Department.
panda

WE ARE PROUD TO
SUPPORT THE

Simsbury Fly-In
Aviation insurance is
all we do.
Contact Caitlyn Jones-Henry
to discuss your aviation insurance needs.
email: cjones-henry@suttonjames.com
call: 860-249-8066

100 Lindbergh Drive, Hartford, CT 06114
www.suttonjames.com | 860-249-8066
simsburyflyin.com
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WHAT IS THE

PHOTO CREDIT: FutureUApilot

O

ne of the frequently misunderstood perceptions
about the Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) is that it’s an organization reserved only for
builders and flyers of homebuilt aircraft. The EAA is a
community of pilots and aviation enthusiast who promote and support recreational flying. Here at our local
EAA Chapter, Chapter 324 Simsbury, we have several
members who have owner-built homebuilt kit airplanes, as well as, members who own aircraft that were
manufactured by companies such as Cessna Aircraft
Company and Piper Aircraft Inc., to name a few. We
also have members that are aviation enthusiasts and do
not own an airplane but enjoy all things aviation.
An EAA Individual or Family membership makes you
part of a passionate 180,000 member aviation family.
There are several divisions of aviation communities
available to you after you join EAA as a regular member that offer additional benefits for those community
members.
The Warbirds Community Membership provides programs and services to those interested specifically in
former military aircraft.

simsburyflyin.com
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The Vintage Aircraft Association Community membership: The VAA members are passionate stewards of
the history in aviation and are dedicated to preserving,
promoting and sharing that history with like-minded
people from around the world.
The International Aerobatic Club Community membership: Precision flying at its finest. IAC members are
passionate and dedicated to safely enjoying aerobatics
in a spirit of fair play and sportsmanship.
Student Membership is free of charge and is available
to any young person age 8 to 18 who has completed
a Young Eagles flight. An invaluable benefit of the
student membership is the FREE access to the online
Sporty’s Learn to Fly course.
One will never forget their experience at the
world’s greatest aviation celebration held annually at
Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh Wisconsin. The
week long AirVenture Oshkosh Convention and Fly-In
is held once a year during the last week of July. AirVenture 2016 was held July 24th-30th.
(Continued page 47)
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Located at the Westerly Airport
Rides in a restored 1941 AT-6 Texan & 1945 TBM-3 Grumman Avenger
Rear stick & instruments
Experience breath taking maneuvers!
Daily flights at Westerly

S
PLU

W

hen was the last time you flew
your own airplane to one of the
southern-most airports in the world,
almost as far as Antarctica? Or to Cuba?
And were you eighty years or older when
you embarked on those challenging adventures? If so, you are likely a member
of one of the most intriguing groups of
pilots in the world… the United Flying
Octogenarians.
We are proud to welcome pilots from
the UFO’s, as they call themselves, to
our show today. Many will be flying
here in their own aircraft. They will be
parked together in the Show Plane area
where you can meet them and hear their
fascinating stories. They’ll also be giving
a free seminar at 11:45 AM.

Sightseeing • Photo Flights
Flight Instruction • Banner Towing
Aircraft Charters • Aircraft Sales • Gift Certificates

The UFO’s were founded as a non-profit
organization in 1982, and have grown
to 1,400 members in the United States,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Canada, Argentina, Australia, France, and the United
Kingdom. They hold gatherings of their
own, including a recent event in Danbury, but also attend aviation activities
like ours. When each joined, at the age
of 80 or older, he or she was still flying as
Pilot-in-Command. Today, many are no
longer at the controls of an aircraft, but
their love of aviation still binds them to
this elite group.

Simmons Aviation Services
56 Airport Rd
Westerly, RI 02891

Reservations 860-599-1167 or 860-908-4538
10
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WarbirdExperience.com or HeritageFlightFoundation.org

UFO pilot Bernie Asher (80) recently
flew to Cuba in his own single engine
airplane. He and his wife took advantage of the new freedom to travel to that
country and of Cuba’s good weather and
clear water to do some skydiving and
scuba diving. Dr Asher has also flown a
private plane across the Atlantic Ocean
to Perugia, Italy.
(Continued next page)
simsburyairport.com
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(Continued from previous
page) During today’s seminar,
he will talk about the
experiences encountered in
these aviation adventures.
Dr. Asher was born in
Hamburg, Germany and grew
up in Ithaca, NY. He is now
a general surgeon in Batavia
N.Y. where he has been for 44
years. He currently owns and
flies an amphibious CTLS
Light Sport airplane on floats
in addition to the Malibu.
Bob Barker (85) has flown
privately owned single engine
airplanes in Germany and in
a faraway place called
Ushuaia Patagonia, a village
that calls itself “the end of the
world”. Ushuaia is the southernmost town on the planet
and an embarking point for
expeditions to the South
Pole. In the U.S. he has made
several coast to coast flights
in a Lancair Columbia, a high
performance single engine
airplane that he owned for
11 years. But Bob says his favorite flying was the missions
flown transporting patients in
need of medical treatment in
conjunction with a charitable
organization called Angel
Flight Northeast. Bob has
served enthusiastically as a
Director of the United Flying
Octogenarians (UFO) and
Northeast Region Manager
since the day he qualified and
joined the organization on his
80th birthday. He is a retired
financial executive living in
Stamford, CT and currently
flies an experimental VANS
RV12 aircraft.

Your Community –
Your Community Bank

Avon 860-677-2809 • Granby 860-653-7228
New Hartford 860-693-8397 • Torrington 860-482-3423
Winsted Main Office 860-379-7561
Winsted Northwestern Regional High School #7 Academic Branch

www.nwcommunitybank.com
Member FDIC

Member CDARS

Equal Housing Lender

“Powering Through Diverse Construction Projects With Integrity…..”
US Builders Review 2014
161 Storrs Road, Mansfield Center, CT 06250 860-456-3221
WWW.ZLOTNICKCONSTRUCTION.COM
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/ DAS CERTIFIED “SBE”

ity –Your Community Bank
Please take advantage of this
opportunity to meet, greet,
and listen to the experiences
of the UFO’s. We welcome
them to the Simsbury Fly-In
and Car Show.
simsburyflyin.com
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THE FUTURE OF
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
I

f you’re a pilot, you’ve probably heard the term
ADS-B repeated in just about every aviation article
you’ve read in the past year. For the uninitiated, it’s
just another meaningless acronym, but its impact
will, and already is huge, and it will change the way
we all fly.

ADS-B stands for Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast. It’s the future and is designed to be
a lot better than the current system. But to understand why, you have to know how the old/current air
traffic control system works. When an aircraft takes
off from an airport, once it reaches a high enough
altitude (700ft at Simsbury but it varies depending
on where you are), air traffic control’s radar can “see”
the aircraft. Really what’s happening is a radar dish is
sending out a “ping” in the form of a radio signal that
bounces off your aircraft and back to the antenna.
By measuring the time it takes for the radio signal to
be sent and bounce back, you can calculate how far
the aircraft is from the radar dish. Think about it like
measuring the distance when you see lightning. For
every five seconds you count from the flash, it equals
one mile (since sound travels 1,129 ft per second).
The concept is the same for radar except that it works
much faster. Actually at the speed of light. For comparison – a radio wave would travel around the earth
37.4 times in those same 5 seconds, so that radar
“return” is almost instantaneous.
Once that radar bounces off your aircraft, it also
triggers another piece of equipment that’s on (almost) every plane, a transponder. Since the radar can
only tell air traffic control how far you are from that
radar dish, they need some way to be able to tell how
high you are. That transponder, sensing the radar
ping, transmits a couple pieces of information back,
one being the altitude (to the nearest 100 ft or 25 ft
depending on the type of transponder) and another is a specific 4 digit code which helps controllers
identify your aircraft. That information goes back
to the radar dish on the ground so the controllers
have better picture of the traffic in the sky. (For the
aviation nerds, I know there are multiple antennas of
different types and P1, P2 and P3 signals but that’s far
simsburyflyin.com

too technical for this discussion).
You’ll notice that nowhere in any of those previous
paragraphs did I even utter the phrase GPS. And by
now, you must be asking yourself… why wouldn’t
aircraft use GPS to report their position, it’s been
available for nearly 30 years now! Well, you’d be right,
and that’s where ADS-B comes in. With ADS-B,
while there are still radar stations (as backup), the
way aircraft communicate with ground stations is
completely different. An aircraft has a GPS receiver
on board and transmits precise position, speed, altitude and identification information on a much more
regular basis. Instead of updates every 5 seconds with
radar. Air traffic controllers may see updates every
second or quicker!
But, it’s not just a benefit to the controllers on the
ground, pilots now have much more information at
their fingertips too! Since a radar station is no longer
required to see where other aircraft are (since GPS
coordinates are being transmitted), anyone with an
ADS-B receiver can receive that same information
transmitted from aircraft. This means you can buy
(or better yet build) an ADS-B receiver that shows
you all the air traffic in an area, and you’re near a
ground station (or in the air), you can receive useful
data transmitted back to pilots like weather radar or
other aircraft traffic that may be beyond the range of
that aircrafts antenna reception. Want to know how
to build your own ADS-B receiver for less than $100?
Head on over to page 39 for a full step by step

This map depicts all the new ADS-B ground stations.
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Fall . . .

in love with
Fitzgerald’s
Foods

Our produce department is stocked full of farm fresh native
apples, cider, and winter squash.

Our gourmet bakery is fall...ing into the season with our
scratch baked caramel apple nut cheesecake or pumpkin cheesecake, pumpkin cupcakes w/egg nog cream
cheese frosting, apple spice or pumpkin cake loaf or
coffee cakes to name a few.

. . and visit our gourmet grocery department where you will
find an appetizing assorment of Stonewall Kitchen’s
seasonal fall baking mixes and local seasonal items.

Our meat department is changing with the weather and
we've prepared oven ready items that will save you time
and take the work out of your family dinners. Bread
stuffed pork chops, or chicken breasts, oven ready
meat loaf, stuffed peppers, and fresh meatballs. . . just
to name a few....

Our chefs have prepared a nice variety of heat and serve entrees that
will warm your heart and your tummy. Store made Chicken Pot Pies,
Yankee Pot Roast, Beef Stew, Shepards Pie and many more chef
prepared entrees to choose from.

Fitzgerald's Foods, There Really Is
No Reason To Go Anywhere Else!
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710 Hopmeadow St. • Drake Hill Mall
Simsbury, CT Phone: 860-658-2271
Fax: 860.658.2273
Pizza: 860-658-1210

GIFT CARDS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons - See Store For Details.
Mastercard. Visa. Discover. American Express.

simsburyairport.com
Store Hours: OPEN 8 A.M.-9 P.M.
7 DAYS A WEEK

WEATHERINGFLIGHTS
Written by Bill Thomas

A

sk anyone in central Connecticut to name the first
weather forecasters that come to mind. It’s a sure
bet that many will mention Joe Furey and Dan Amarante. Today is your chance to meet these gentlemen in
person. We are honored to have them here as presenters at our 1:15 PM free seminar.
As the old New England saying goes, “If you don’t like
the weather, wait a minute.” Joe and Dan will offer
their professional insights into the weather patterns
that are unique to this part of the country. You’ll be
able to ask them your weather questions, or perhaps
tell a weather-related story of your own.
Dan has lived in Connecticut his entire life,
and loves working in his home state. Like many in
the weather business, Dan has always had a passion
for weather. Growing up in Cheshire, he remembers
being 8 years old and venturing outside during thunderstorms, much to his mother’s dismay. He spent a
good chunk of his childhood reading weather books
and watching tornado chasing videos. Dan is a big fan
of severe weather, and loves the excitement of breaking weather news. He graduated from Western Connecticut State University with a Bachelor of Science
in Meteorology. While at WCSU, he produced and
anchored many school run weather broadcasts for the
University’s website, as well as forecasts for the school’s
radio station. He was a member of the baseball team,
and patrolled center field at WCSU for 4 years. After
college, Dan got his start at WGGB ABC40/FOX6 in
Springfield, MA, where he was the weekend weather
anchor. Dan is a Certified Broadcast Meteorologist, the
highest certification from the American Meteorology
Society. He still enjoys brushing up on his old weather

textbooks! In his meager free time he enjoys running,
playing baseball, and spending time with his family.
Joe Furey has been delivering weather forecasts
to residents of Southern New England on both radio
and TV for the last 27 years. He is currently Chief
Meteorologist for FOX 61 from 4 to 10 a.m., and CBS
Radio Hartford which includes WTIC News Talk 1080,
96.5 TICFM, Lite 100.5 WRCH, 93.7 WZMX and 97.3
WZBG. After graduating from Villanova University
in 1983, Joe spent more than four years at Western
Connecticut State University as a graduate student and
then assistant director of the weather center under the
direction of Dr. Mel Goldstein. He taught weather at
Western Connecticut State University, the University
of Hartford and Talcott Mountain Science Center in
Avon in the 1980’s while doing TV weather for News
12 Connecticut. He became Director of the New England Weather Service in the early 1990’s doing weather forecasts for major corporations like Northeast
Utilities while doing the FOX 61 News at 10 p.m. Joe is
married with 4 daughters.
We are proud to present Joe and Dan, and encourage you to meet and greet them.
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VIRTUALLY
THERE
By Jason Rabeck

T

he technology era is here. There’s not a person
in the modern world who will disagree with that
statement. Turn on a computer, watch TV, see this
year’s summer blockbuster movie, or just listen to a
FM radio and you’ll be inundated with all the current
technological buzzwords: smartphone, LTE, blogs,
streaming, data cap, the cloud, podcasts… the list goes
on and on.

First we’ll start with Virtual Reality. What is VR? The
Webster’s dictionary definition is “an artificial world
of images and sounds created by a computer that is
affected by the actions of a person who is experiencing
it.” What does that translate to? Today, that means you
put a headset on and no matter where you look, there’s
an entirely different world around you; immersed into
a world created by cameras, 3D artists, and animators
where you can play games, watch TV, or explore the
galaxy, without ever stepping foot outside.

In 1995 Nintendo took a huge
leap into the VR world by
taking a gamble on producing
the very first at home virtual
reality technology. A headset
unit you placed on
(Continued on page 29)

But it didn’t start that way. Far from it. Let’s take a stroll
down the VR memory lane to see our roots and how it
got us to where we are today, shall we? (I promise this
relates back to the whole reason you’re here and reading this (airplanes)) .
Virtual Reality was first introduced back in the
early 1930’s in works of science fiction. In 1939, in one
of the first examples of life copying fiction, VR was introduced as something anyone born in the 1980’s and
before would instantly recognize: View Master. That’s

simsburyflyin.com
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There are two buzzwords, however, that you
may have noticed hearing more and more lately: Augmented Reality (AR) & Virtual Reality (VR). Although
virtual reality has been around in one fashion or another for some time now, augmented reality is something relatively new. So what are these two similar, yet
totally different technologies? Let’s take a look at each.

right; every child’s favorite red plastic toy with interchangeable discs was the first ever VR. Think about
it; hold the View Master up to the light and you were
staring at a virtual 3D world right in front of you.
In the 1980’s as computers and better hardware are
becoming more popular, arcade games start to introduce “1st generation” VR and “3D vector graphics!”
Sounds fancy, right? Back then it was; lines and shapes
made in such a way when put on a 27” TV (big by 80’s
standards) in a flashy cabinet with a special viewing
eyepiece, everything around you
is 3D! Hardware needed to do
that still wasn’t near feasible in
the home, so this was your only
option for a VR experience.

FARMINGTON VALLEY EQUIPMENT
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT EAA AND THE SIMSBURY FLY-IN

Ask about the John Deere – EAA Partner Program!
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242 Colt Highway, Route 6
Farmington, CT 06032
860-678-7288 www.fve.info charlie@fve.biz
Open Monday – Friday 7:30 – 5:30 Saturday 7:30 – 3:00
simsburyairport.com

EVENT MAP
simsburyflyin.com
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We’re happy to support
the things that bring our
community together.
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TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender
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Shemagh

Zerohour Relic XR

Pronounced “shmog”, this is
the do all piece of clothing
you shouldn’t leave home
without. Use it as a towel,
head scarf, neck scarf, sarong,
wrap or even an emergency
bandage in a pinch. They’re
lightweight, easy to pack, and
best of all, cheap. ($11.99)
www.amazon.com

A 1000 lumen flashlight
waterproof down to 1m
doesn’t usually turn too many
heads. But what makes this
one special is that it also
doubles as a USB battery
backup. It has enough juice
for about a full charge on your
iPhone and charges via micro
USB. Built out of aircraft
grade aluminum this flashlight
is worth the price. ($149.99)
www.zerohourxd.com

Skyroam Hotspot

Traveling abroad but still want internet access?
With coverage in over 100 countries, you can get a
24 hour unlimited data pass for $8. At 3G speeds it’s
not lighting the world on fire, but for web browsing,
email and Facebook, there isn’t a better bargain to
be found anywhere. I’ve tested this everywhere from
Europe to rural Africa with no problems. ($99.99)
www.skyroam.com

Aukey 12W Charger
This is better than the charger
that came with any of your
electronics, the plugs fold flat for
easy packing and you can charge
two gadgets at once.
Any questions? ($9.99)
www.amazon.com

Fisher Space Pen
If you bring one pen with you for customs forms, your
journal, note taking or whatever you can think of,
make it a Fisher Space Pen. It writes in every
temperature, every environment, upside-down,
underwater and well... in space. ($15.94 - $33.67)
www.spacepen.com

Leatherman Skeletool CX
Sometimes you just want something simple. When it
comes to tools, that’s the Leatherman Skeletool CX.
It has pliers, wire cutters, knife, bit driver and a bottle
opener. If you need something else, probably best to
rethink trying to fix it with a pocket tool. Buy the bit
kit and bit driver extension to replace half your toolbox. (Skeletool: $88.99, Bit Kit with driver: $42.95)
www.leatherman.com

Phiaton BT220NC Headphones
Now that phone makers are starting to remove the
much loved headphone jack, it may be time to invest
in a good pair of bluetooth headphones. If you travel
a lot, you may want to consider Phiaton’s BT220NC
which also offer remarkably good active noise cancelling on par with Bose’s offerings, but at a much
more attractive price. ($129.95)
www.phiaton.com

THE

GADGETEER

With so many gadgets coming out every day, it’s sometimes really easy to get bogged down with too
much stuff when you pack your bags for that next big trip. After 150+ trips for work or leisure, you
start to really assess what you really need, and what you can leave behind. Above are a few of my favorite items, that even after all those trips, are still in my baggage. Prices listed are street, not MSRP.
simsburyflyin.com
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FUTURE FLYERS OF CT, LLC
Customized instruction for busy people by experienced ,
Professional Flight Instructors

THE Flight School at Simsbury Airport
Where LEARNING TO
FLY IS FUN!!!
Private, Commercial,
Instrument,
Ground School, FAA
approved Simulator, BFR/ICC

Full Financing

Available, Major
credit cards
Ask about our Discovery Flight Gift Program

STEVE SMITH, CFII/MEII
860-819-3717
futureflyersct@gmail.com
Meet us across from the Main Building and ask about our
graduates’ flying careers. Our success rate is well over 95%!
Look for our Learn to Fly Seminar in the hangar.
22
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The Experience of Learning to Fly
Written By Steve Smith et al.

Last year for this program I wrote an article about my personal experiences learning to fly and how it helped
through a long career in aviation related fields. I wrote also about the founding of our flight school, Future
Flyers of Connecticut LLC (FFCT) and the satisfaction it brings to me and my Instructor staff in seeing new
people introduced to this wonderful activity. This year I asked some of our graduates to comment on their
experiences at our school. Here’s a sample:

L

eaning to fly has always been a dream of mine.
I finally decided to make it a reality last fall and
met with Steve Smith the Chief Flight Instructor at
Future Flyers of Connecticut, LLC. After taking a
discovery flight with Steve, we sat down and he explained the process of obtaining a pilot certificate to
me. Steve explained the various types of certificates
and ratings that are available for student pilots to
pursue depending on the needs and wants of the student. He also explained that I could train at my own
pace. There is no set time schedules or constraints. I
opted to start training once a week for a Private Pilots
Certificate. After 9 months my training is nearly
completed. I attended the optional ground school Future Flyers offers and passed my written knowledge
test with no problem. My first solo flight was one of
the greatest thrills in my life and an experience I will
never forget. The decision to learn to fly has been
perhaps one of the greatest life changing experiences
I have ever made. Learning to fly at Future Flyers of
Connecticut has been great. The Simsbury Airport is
a small and relaxing airport to train from. All of the
instructors at Future Flyers are awesome. They are
all very patient and explain techniques clearly and
concisely providing the confidence needed to master
the skills required to fly. If you’ve ever thought about
leaning to fly, I would highly recommend you give
the folks at Future Flyers of Connecticut a call and
start living the dream!
-Richard English

S

teve , I’d like to give a quick shout out to Future
Flyers of Ct. for helping me become an Instrument
Rated Pilot!
After going through 3 instructors and 1 failed check
ride I just did not have the confidence to complete an
error free practical exam.
Then came Bill Thomson! Bill immediately saw that
my problem was in my procedure discipline (or lack

simsburyflyin.com

thereof) and I was getting behind the airplane every
time. Bill has a very calm but firm teaching style in
the cockpit that I’m sure stems from his military back
ground. He is all about procedure, do the same task,
at the same time, in every aspect of the instrument
flight, from start up through every approach right
down to the shut down checklist. I don’t know if I had
ever actually used checklists as much as I did with
Bill. When Bill said I was ready for my check ride
I actually felt like I was. The self-confidence made
all the difference and the practical check ride was a
breeze. On to the Commercial Rating! Thanks again.
-Mike Mahon PP, IRA, SEL

M

y experience with the FFCT has been nothing
less than amazing. I made the change from
another school as I felt that it was simply about the
numbers with very little regard for the student’s proper training. I have thoroughly enjoyed my recent instrument flight instruction from one of your CFII and
then another follow up flight with a different CFII.
The instructors were very knowledgeable and didn’t
waste a lot of time droning but rather got right into
the meat and potatoes of local approaches, personal
experiences along with helpful tips and tricks of flying
with the instruments. I like a towered airport but also
like the short field at Simsbury as it sharpened up my
landing skills. The staff, other pilots and students are
very polite and friendly and make this small airport
community an enjoyable place to come to. I plan to
continue training here for as long as I am a Connecticut resident!
-Scott A. Barall

L

earning to fly from the Simsbury Airport with
Future Flyer’s of Connecticut is both exciting and
terrifying, all at the same time. The airport layout,
small and quaint, allows for students to really adapt to
and overcome the challenges (Continued page 25)
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(Continued from page 23) that come with flying under a
class C airport. Where most students learn to fly from an
airport with a large runway, at Simsbury we grow a custom
to landing at a short field and transitioning those skills to a
larger airport are easier to do than vise versa. I started my
flying career at Future Flyer’s of Connecticut as a private
pilot student and I am currently an instructor with the
school, sharing what I learned from being a student at the
airport onto the aviators of the future.
-Phillip G. Smith

T

he Future Flyers of Connecticut training program
provided both thorough classroom instruction and
cockpit experience. I was able to work with a diverse
group of flight instructors who each shared their expertise
and personal experiences. Each gave me hands-on practice which helped me become a more proficient pilot. I
progressed from my initial discovery flight to my Private
pilot’s license in less than seven months, working almost
exclusively on weekends. I felt very well prepared for each
FAA exam and check ride as I progressed through these
milestones. Future Flyers of Connecticut built my knowledge of aeronautics and my proficiency in the cockpit. But
most importantly this program gave me the confidence
in my skills to be the “Pilot in Command” by the time I
earned my Private Pilot’s license.

-Dean C Arnold, 2012 graduate

W

hen the last of my children headed for college and
we no longer spent many weekends on soccer,
lacrosse and football fields, I started flight instruction at
FFCT. From the outset I enjoyed the serenity of flight,
especially the night training. Learning aeronautical
concepts and mastering flight skills were challenging.
Then there were the many firsts--first solo and first cross
country among the most memorable. New destinations
brought added enjoyment--Block Island, Martha’s Vineyard, Hyannis, Long Island, Burlington, VT, to name a few.
Instrument training brought new challenges but expanded
the flexibility of flying under many weather conditions and
the first solo instrument landing in actual IFR conditions
was a confidence builder thanks to good preparation and
training. After each trip I anxiously schedule my next
flight and look forward to a new destination.
-Mark Everette

I

joined Future Flyers in June 2014 just having made it back
to the US after living close to 6 years in France. I then held
an EASA commercial Single Engine IFR and a FAA private
single engine VFR license but had not flown in the US since
2002 and never on the busy East Coast (I lived in desert
AZ before France; easy to never speak to intimidating ATC
there). I had flown all over Europe, in North Africa, Madagascar, Brazil and had been managing the French fight training academy. Leo quickly became my instructor to bring
me up to par with flying VFR here. He suffered patiently
through my sometimes funny interactions with ATC. Boy!
Do they speak shotgun style here!!!!! But we also ensured we
had fun flights: the New York VFR corridor, the islands....
And then I focused on getting my FAA IFR. Lots of differences with the EU IFR. Leo again had to patiently help me
get adjusted, and he was great at understanding where my
shortcomings and weaknesses were and help me overcome
them. Phil Smith also added a nice refinement touch as a
pretest check in the end.I successfully obtained my IFR on
July 30th. Many many thanks to Leo. Many, many thanks
also to sturdy N5212K! I really love the little cozy country
4B9 airfield with its challenging and fun short runway and
its friendly community. A gate to a lot of enjoyable flying
adventures! Thank you Future Flyers
-Muriel Bras-George

simsburyflyin.com
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PROUD TO

SUPPORT
The Simsbury Fly-In Car Show

VISIT US AT THESE 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
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Salmon Brook St, Granby
simsburyairport.com
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A

John
Race
is here to
offer rides
in a beautiful
Waco biplane.
His model UPF-7
The LifeStar medevac helicopter makes its annual visit to our event,
was built in 1940, and
and will be open for inspection and discussions with the crew.
initially used in flight
There are two LifeStars, both built by American Eurocopter.
training during World War II.
They are based at Hartford Hospital and Backus
It is powered by a Continental
Hospital in Norwich. Both are capable of speeds
220 HP radial engine which gives
to 155 mph, and are typically ready to
a maximum speed of 128 MPH and
depart within seven minutes of a call.
range of 400 miles. See the
Stop and say hello to the folks
Event Map for John’s
who provide this great
location.
We are glad to bring back the
service to our
Yankee Clippers to provide us with
community.
another exciting demonstration of
military-style formation flying. The
Clippers are John Doran, a former Navy F-14
Tomcat pilot, flying his RV-4; Scott Jordan, a
former B-1 bomber pilot with his RV-8; Dave Rogers flying his RV-8; and Andy Olech with his RV-7.

M

TODAY’S ATTRACTIONS

A

:R
IT

ED

CR

PHOTO CREDIT: PAUL CHAPMAN

We welcome back members of the
Central Connecticut Radio Control
Club to give a demonstration of
aerobatic RC flying during our noontime hour. You’ll be amazed at the
maneuvers these small aircraft can
perform and the piloting skills
that are required. Stop by
their exhibit to see their
We are proud to
aircraft and talk with
welcome one of the
their pilots.
finest “living” aviation
museums in the U.S., Old RhineSimmons Aviation will offer rides in their
beck Aerodrome, based in Rhinebeck,
AT-6 World War II trainer. Most cadets
NY. Unlike most museums, its aircraft are
received their advanced training in
kept in flying condition,including some dating
airplanes like this. The Texan, as
back as early as 1909. ORA holds flying demonstrait was known, has a top speed
tions at its home base on weekends throughout the summer.
of 208 mph, and is powered
We encourage you to make the trip out to see more of their
by a 600 horsepower Pratt
amazing aircraft!
and Whitney Wasp engine, made in
East Hartford, CT.
See the Event
Map for its
location.
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(Continued from page 17) a table and used a hand held
controller to operate. Unfortunately, this device was a
commercial failure due to the high price, $179 ($283
adjusted for today), and a tendency to make its users
sick after as little as 30 minutes.

million men, women, and children in the U.S. alone
are using their phones to walk around everywhere
and catch animated monsters that can only be seen by
them. This is something that was unheard of a mere 10
years ago.

Now, 20+ years later, and we have virtual reality, well,
virtually everywhere: video game consoles, stand-alone
VR companies like Oculus, smartphone driven, etc.
Not only is it everywhere, but now they actually GIVE
these headsets away with new smartphone purchases.
Far cry from what it used to be.

Very recently, Mercedes Benz introduced an AR app
that allows emergency responders to “see through”
their vehicles in the event of a crash. This allows them
to see where gas lines are run, where shutoffs
are located, and with newer electric vehicles where the
dangerous high voltages lines are should they have to
cut open a vehicle due to an accident. That makes for a
lot less guessing, and a lot more saving!
(Continued page 33)

Next, let’s talk about the other half: Augmented
Reality. Again, we’ll go with the Webster’s definition to
make it official: “an enhanced version of reality created
by the use of technology to overlay digital information
on an image of something being viewed through a device.” In simpler terms, you hold your phone or tablet
up to the real world, and your digital device lets you
see the real world plus whatever digital content you
wanted.
So what are some examples of augmented reality in the current day? Glad you asked! Ever hear of this
little thing called Pokemon Go? Or, if you’re reading
this in the future; remember Pokemon Go? Over 20

PHOTO CREDIT: MERCEDES-BENZ

CELEBRATING 87 YEARS OF
PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE

Thank you for your loyalty, trust and commitment
Commercial and Residential Recycling and Rubbish
Removal
Open Top Containers for Construction Projects and
Household Clean-outs

“BECAUSE SERVICE MATTERS”

office@painesinc.com www.painesinc.com
(860) 844-3000
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8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Breakfast

9:00 AM - End of Day

Waco Biplane & T6 Rides

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Aircraft & Car Judging

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Powered Parachute Group Arrival

9:30 AM

Seminar: Quit Stalling

10:45 AM

Seminar: The UFO’s

11:00 AM

Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Demo

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Lunch

11:50 AM - 1:20 PM

Runway Closed to Arrivals/Departures

11:55 AM

Banner Tow Pickup Demo

12:00 PM

Seminar: Learning to Fly

12:05 PM

LifeStar Helicopter Arrival

12:15 PM

RC Aerobatic Demo

1:15 PM

Seminar: New England Weather

1:15 PM

LifeStar Departs

1:20 PM
1:20 PM
1:45 PM
2:00 PM

Aircraft Judging Announced
Aircraft Departures Resume
Formation Flying Demo
Car Judging Results

3:30 PM

SPECIAL THANKS

Air Traffic Controllers - Bradley Int’l Airport
AMP Radio Network - AMPRADIONETWORK.com
Angelo Chirico - Angelo’s On Main Rockledge
Autobon
Boy Scout Troop 175
Civil Air Patrol 169th, 103rd,
Composite and Royal Charter Squadrons
Charlie Luke - Farmington Valley Equipment
EAA Chapters 324, 166 & 1310
Fire Equipment Headquarters
Goulet Printery & The Entire Goulet Family
Harvest Cafe & Bakery
Jim Adams - FAA
John Morici - Biznuzz Internet Solutions
LifeStar
Michael Girard - Simscroft-Echo Farms, Inc.
Muscical Performers - “The Jolly Beggars”
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome
Police - East Granby & Simsbury
Torringford/Drakeville Volunteer Fire Departments
Simsbury Light Opera Company
Simsbury Volunteer Fire Department
Tom Martin - Phonon
Town of Simsbury - First Selectman Lisa Heavner and
Many Other Town Officials
WDRC - Media Sponsor
Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Team
AND OF COURSE ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!

simsburyflyin.com

AVGas Sales Resume

2016 FLY-IN COMMITTEE
Stu Beckett - Aircraft Judging
Beth Brown - Financial
Angelo Chirico - Breakfast / Lunch
Phil Freedenburg - UNICOM/Air Boss
Royal Griffin - Logisitics
Brad Griswold - Graphics/Volunteers
Doug Melville - Grounds
Mark Ranstead - Ground Control
Bill Thomas - Marketing/PA
Torringford/Drakeville VFD - Car Show

Jason Rabeck - Safety
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DEDICATED TO HELPING BUSINESS ACHIEVE ITS HIGHEST GOALS.

C R O S S I N G T H E AT L A N T I C WA S E A S Y

C O M PA R E D T O N AV I G AT I N G C O N G R E S S .
When “Lucky” Lindy made his transatlantic crossing, he didn’t have to deal with an ocean of congressional
wrangling (maybe that’s why they called him “Lucky”). The prevailing winds blew in his favor. But today,
those winds have changed. Flying for business is more scrutinized than ever. Luckily, there’s NBAA.
We’ve made a home on the Hill, so that our members can make a living in the sky. Because business aviation
enables economic growth. And at NBAA, we enable business aviation.

Join us at nbaa.org/join.
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(Continued from page 29) Alright, alright, I hear you
all yelling at your programs: what in the world does all
this have to do with airplanes!? Well, quite a lot
actually.
Thanks to all the earlier versions in virtual reality,
new advances in AR & VR technology have allowed
airline pilots to be able to use new, highly complex
virtual reality training simulators for years now. This
allows them to train & practice maneuvers, emergency
scenarios, etc. on a computer rather than a multimillion dollar aircraft. It’s also allowed inspiring pilots to
be able to experience what it’s like to fly anything from
a large, commercial aircraft to a small Cessna. In fact,
Simsbury’s very own airport manager is working on a
flight simulator of his own that he hopes to have done
by the 2017 Fly-In so our guests can get this experience
first-hand.

actually show you a virtual outline or overlay of your
target airport’s runway so there isn’t any guesswork
while trying to land safely. As you can see, the entire virtual and augmented reality world is really just
getting started. With new, easier, smaller, affordable
technology, it’s becoming more readily available for
companies everywhere to experiment and eventually
implement these virtual realities into our actual realities to help make life a lot easier and safer for everyone.
Where will it end? Sky’s the limit.

The augmented reality half of this is rather new, but
there is quite the future for it. Currently, some of the
major airlines are working on AR glasses for all of their
pilots. Once implemented,
the hope is that this will
lead to some major safety
enhancements for pilots.
Imagine if a pilot could
wear a pair of glasses that
would allow them to see
other aircraft around them
virtually. Or be able to
virtually see the weather
around you so they could
easily avoid bad weather. Then what happens if
you’re already in the air
and low clouds or fog roll
in as you’re starting your
descent into your destination airport? AR could

simsburyflyin.com
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MY FIRST CAR
AN AWKWARD STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE

E

written by Bill Thomas

veryone remembers their first car. I wish I couldn’t.
I blame its purchase on my father. He had owned
- and loved - a 1937 Studebaker Dictator. Hitler was
destroying Europe in 1937, so you can’t give Studebaker’s marketing department much credit for picking an
attractive name, can you?
My father loved his Dictator, and taught me
to love it, too. With no evidence to back him up, he
claimed that the very same model had climbed Pike’s
Peak “without overheating.” I had no plans whatsoever to climb Pike’s Peak, but any car that could do that
must be a good one. As I look back on things, I wonder if his Dictator would have overheated just sitting in
the garage with the motor turned off.

CARL BROWN
HYPNOSIS

Are your habits leaving you
frustrated? Trying to quit
smoking , loose weight or
break other habits can be a
frustrating journey. Do you
want to stop procrastinating ,
stop being late, start finishing
what you started. Carl can
help you break old patterns,
freeing you to focus on enjoying the rest of your life!

carl@carlbrownhypnosis.com || 860-309-9004

Anyway, here’s what happened. I was in college, about

1937 Studebaker Dictator
to get married, and needed transportation. The nearest
big city was Cleveland, where I knew there would be
lots of used car dealers. Now, when I mention used
car dealers, does any stereotype come to your mind?
I thought so. My wife’s sister and brother-in-law Don
lived in Cleveland. They were older. Don had graduated from Harvard. They were really smart, especially
Don. And since Don was a very outspoken guy, I knew
he would give me unvarnished advice, straight from
the shoulder. On top of that, he had just bought a new
Kaiser, which proved that he knew everything about
cars. So I arranged to have Don join in the search at
used car dealerships. With his help, what could go
wrong?
In those days Cleveland was a steel town with mills
belching smoke and pollution. (Continued page 37)
simsburyflyin.com
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Your Time.
Your Mission.
Our Passion.

SALES AND SUPPORT OF BUSINESS
AND PERSONAL AIRCRAFT

Your

TRUSTED
AVIATION
RESOURCE
For OVER

35 YEARS
Ken Dono
Aircraft Sales Manager
kdono@columbiaaircraftsales.com
Clay Hammond
Piper Program Manager
chammond@columbiaaircraftsales.com
800-575-5001
www.columbiaaircraftsales.com
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(Continued from page 35) The Cuyahoga River, which
ran through the city, would sometimes catch fire. If you
don’t believe me, you can look it up. Into this veritable
Garden of Eden we plunged, seeking a used car dealer.
The very first dealer we found was in a neighborhood with pawn shops, pool halls, and abandoned
tenements. And there it was! My Studebaker! Light
blue, too, with real cloth seats. It was a 1951 Champion model, probably named by the same genius who
marketed my father’s Dictator. The Champion’s design
was, well, interesting: you couldn’t tell whether the car
was going backwards or forwards, and neither could
the car. The car’s body looked good to me, but that was
before I knew about Bondo. It even had an AM radio
that could get all of the stations except for those in the
600 to 900 megacycle band. Best yet, the car was cheap.
It was love at first sight.
I looked at Don. This was the only time I ever recall
Don being speechless. My wife later claimed that Don
said “Don’t do this: it’s really stupid”, but I seriously
doubt it. Maybe I was distracted looking under the
hood or something. So I bought the car.
In the following months, I got familiar with my pride
and joy. I learned it was very easy to start if you and
two other guys got it rolling downhill and popped the

simsburyflyin.com

clutch to engage the motor. By positioning the rubber floor mats just right, you couldn’t see the street
through the floorboards. The passenger door would
close tightly if you rolled down the window with the
hand crank. I thought the blue exhaust smoke was
kind of pretty in its own way. The car could go more
miles on a gallon of gas than on a gallon of oil. I loved
its performance: 50 miles per hour in second gear, if I
engaged overdrive. It was during this time that my wife
began to call the car my “Stupidbaker”. I thought she
was just kidding.
My neighbor, Mr. Allred, owned a gas station. One
day he walked over, hesitated a bit, and said that he
thought my car “might need some minor work”, which
he offered to do at cost. How could I refuse? After
a couple of days, Mr. Allred reported his findings.
He held up a glass jar full of dozens of metal scraps.
“These were your piston rings”, he said. Then he told
me the cost to rebuild the motor. My mind suddenly
went blank. It’s possible he may have also mentioned
other problems with the car, but who knows?
It cost half of what I paid for the car to rebuild the
motor. Money talks, and finally I was listening. Never
again would I be so naïve about a car purchase. So how
does the story end? I traded the Studebaker for a Nash
Rambler. But that’s a story for another day.
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All the Service YOU Need!










Installations
Annual Maintenance
24 / 7 Emergency Service
Oil, Natural Gas, Propane
Equipment
Full Plumbing Service
Well Pump Service
Fuel Oil Delivery
Oil Price Posted On-line Daily!
FREE Estimates

Beacon Mechanical Service is your local
heating, cooling, plumbing and fuel oil
delivery company.
Family owned & operated!
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S1-0397099 / P1-203890 / HOD
- 0000787
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BUILDING AN ADS-B RECEIVER

S

o you’re a pilot looking to save a few dollars or
maybe just a hobbyist who likes tinkering with
electronics. Either way, building your own ADS-B receiver is actually pretty quick and easy and works with
many common smartphone applications like WingX
and ForeFlight. Many commercial options start at at
least $500. This can be built for under $100 for a single
channel system, but you’ll likely want to build a dual
channel system to pick up more types of aircraft as well
as add GPS so you can see your position. In that case,
you can still build the entire unit for under $200. So,
let’s start with the material list you’ll need to get started. (Keep in mind, when you see pictures of the unit
later on, it was built before some of the newer miniaturized receivers and components came out so it may
look a little different) You can find all of these components on Amazon.
1) Raspberry Pi 3 Model B Motherboard - $36
This is basically a very powerful but tiny computer. It
integrates things like memory, networking, CPU and
other components that will make the radio and GPS
units work together.

2) 8gb Micro SD Card - $10
Think of this like the hard drive for your
mini computer. In the setup, we will
load the operating system for
the ADS-B unit on here. This
list makes the assumption
that you have some way to read/
write to a micro SD card on your
desktop/laptop. If you don’t, you’ll
need to buy a card reader too.
3) Stratux 1090ES & UAT Radio - $34.99
These are two specifically tuned SDR chips (SDR
means software defined radio). These are actually
specially programmed versions of the NooElec NESDR
Nano 2 radio, but this is actually cheaper than buying
and programming them yourself.
These are the radios that will receive
the signals from aircraft and ground
stations.
(Continued on page 47)

Univair is Celebrating Our 70th Year in Business!
Since 1946 we have been filling the parts needs of the Classic, Vintage, Homebuilder, and other
General Aviation enthusiasts with quality factory original and FAA/PMA approved products.

UNIVAIR SUPPORTS:

OUR DISTRIBUTOR ITEMS INCLUDE:

Aeronca • Champion • Citabria • Decathlon • Scout • Cessna 120
through 185 • Ercoupe • Luscombe • Piper J-3 through PA-22 and
PA-25 • Stinson 108 Series • Taylorcraft

Ceconite fabric • Randolph and Poly-Fiber finishes • Continental
and Lycoming engine parts • Concorde Batteries • Cleveland
wheels and brakes • 3200 tailwheels and parts • Specialty tires
• Goodrich and Goodyear wheels and brakes • Whelen lights •
AirMaze and Brackett filters

Toll Free Sales: 1-888-433-5433

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

2500 Himalaya Road • Aurora, Colorado • 80011
Info Phone .....................................303-375-8882
Fax ......................... 800-457-7811 or 303-375-8888
Email ............................................. info@univair.com
Website .........................................www.univair.com

FREE CATALOG
Call today to get your free Univair
catalog featuring over 16,000
classic aircraft parts and supplies.
Foreign orders pay postage.

ALL MERCHANDISE IS SOLD F.O.B., AURORA, CO • PRICE AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • 6-16-16
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STELLAR AVIONICS SERVICES, LLC
STELLAR

AVIONICS

Chester Airport (KSCN)
Chester, CT 06412
FAA Approved CRS #YZSR344Y
stellaravionics@gmail.com
860-322-4244

Dealerships:

Services Offered:

• Repairs
• Installations
• VFR/IFR
Biennials
• Autopilot
• New/Used
Equipment
Sales/Service
• ADS-B Solutions
for Jan 2020 Mandate

Archer III

Caravan

• Aspen
• Avidyne
• Century
• Garmin
• Honeywell/
Bendix-King
• Insight
• JP Instruments
• L-3
• PS Engineering
• S-TEC/Genesys
• Whelen

Seneca V
Maxwell Moosington's
Flight of Maine
A Bedtime Poem
By Renee Granata
Illustrated by Chrissy Kryszat
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Gift Set Available
maxwellmoosington@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/maxwellmoosington
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
The page below was pulled from the Aviation Week magazine that came out exactly 100 years ago this week.

simsburyflyin.com
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(Continued from page 39)
4) ADS-B High Gain Antenna - $19.99
These antennas and wire leads will
connect up to the two radio chips
listed above. Selecting the right
radios is very important as otherwise your reception may be
greatly reduced.

5) Stratux Case with Fan - $18.99
While you can go out and buy a generic
Raspberry Pi case for less, this one is specially sized
and made to fit all the extra components we’re adding.
6) Stratux Vk-172 USB GPS Dongle - $15.99
You don’t need a GPS signal, but
if you’re using this for flying,
you’ll almost certainly want it.
7) Raspberry Pi Heatsink - $4.99
The little computer can get quite
warm so it’s important we put heatsinks on the microchips to help keep them cool.
Now that you’ve purchased everything, the first
thing you’ll want to do is set up your SD card. To do
that, follow these simple steps:
1) Insert your SD card into your computers card reader

simsburyflyin.com

(your PC, not the Raspberry Pi).
2) Download the latest ADS-B operating system from
www.stratux.me
3) Unzip the file. Look for the “.img” file.
4) You’ll now need to image that file on to the micro
SD card using a special (free) piece of software.
If using Windows, follow instructions for
Win32DiskImager.
(https://sourceforge.net/projects/win32diskimager)
If using Mac, download and follow prompts for
Pi Filler. (http://ivanx.com/raspberrypi)
Now that you’ve set up your operating system, the next thing we’ll want to
do is put all the hardware together.
1) If not yet assembled, put together
the Stratux case – you may wish
to use small dabs of super glue to
make sure the plastic pieces stay
together
2) Plug in the radios and GPS
unit into the USB ports on the
Raspberry Pi motherboard
and attach the heatsinks to
(Continued page 45)
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(Continued from page 43) the exposed black chips on
the Raspberry Pi.
3) Using the included screws, attach the Raspberry Pi
with the radios and GPS into the clear case.
4) Attach the antenna’s to the sides of the
case and run the wire leads to the
two USB radio chips in the now
installed Raspberry Pi.
5) Close up the case and insert
your micro SD card into the
Raspberry Pi.
6) You’re now ready to
start up your new ADS-B
receiver. Keep in mind, it
has no battery pack so it
will need external micro
USB power. An external
battery pack or USB
car charger will work
fine with the unit.
7) Once booted
up (takes about 20
seconds), use your smartphone to connect to the “Stratux” wifi
network. Once you’ve done that, your device and apps
are now ready to receive ADS-B data. Congratulations!

Keep in mind, you can get as geeky with this project as
you like. As you can see by the picture here, I decided
to 3D print my own case. There are several designs
available on Thingiverse or other online 3D model
repositories which will fit the Stratux design.
Candidly, the results you get from this
project are not as slick or well
packaged as many of the
commercial offerings. Dual
makes a great product with
the same functionality plus
AHRS for about $850. There
are several other providers
who have similar solutions
for a bit more money. That
said, if you’re on a budget
and like tinkering, this is a
great project to start with. I
would strongly suggest
visiting www.stratux.me
which has many of the project files, links to parts as
well as detailed instructions
for this project and many
more modifications not
mentioned here.
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Personal Banking
Home Loans
Business Banking
eBanking
Investment Services

Supporting our local community

every step of the

way

Simsbury Bank is proud to sponsor the annual Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show.
Supporting the efforts of the many committed volunteers who help keep the
Simsbury Airport in operation.
Together we help our communities soar to new heights!
Visit simsburybank.com or call 860.651.2265 to learn more about our full line of
banking products and services.
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(Continued from page 9) This year’s facts and figures:
10,000+ aircraft arrived at Wittman Regional airport
and surrounding airports, attendance was 563,000,
2,369 visitors registered at the International Visitors
Tent representing 80 nations, 5000 EAA member
volunteers worked the event. Total Showplanes: 2,855
including 1,124 homebuilt aircraft, 1,032 vintage airplanes, 371 Warbirds, 135 ultralight and light sport aircraft, 101 seaplanes, 31 rotorcraft, 41 aerobatic aircraft.
For more information or to join the Experimental
Aircraft Association visit the EAA website at www.eaa.
org .

tember 24th, starting at 9am at the Simsbury Airport,
94 Wolcott Rd, Simsbury CT. For more information
please walk over to the big yellow and green tent located along the Wolcott Road fence line and talk to Susan.
Individual Young Eagle Flights can be arranged. For
more information on the EAA Young Eagles program
visit the Young Eagles website at www.youngeagles.org
or www.eaa.org .

EAA Chapter 324 is home to pilots, aircraft
builders, restorers and aviation enthusiast. Chapter
activities include summertime monthly BBQ/Fly-Ins,
summertime Movie-in-a-Hangar family socials, Field
trips and Young Eagle Rallies. Gatherings are held the
first Wednesday of each month; 6pm May to October,
7pm November to April at the Simsbury airport. Visit
our website at www.324.eaachapter.org or our Facebook page EAA Chapter 324.
Since 1992 more than 2 million kids have participated and flown in the EAA Young Eagle program. EAA
Chapter 324, Simsbury holds two Young Eagle Rallies
each year, once in the springtime and again in the fall.
The next Young Eagle Rally will be held Saturday, Sep-

simsburyflyin.com
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D.J. HALL

Dan Hall, Owner
Over 25 years in business

ROOFING & SIDING

Quality Work At Competitive Prices!
ALL TYPES OF ROOF
REPAIRS & NEW ROOFS

RESIDENTIAL ROOFING SPECIALISTS
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Gutter & Downspouts
Chimney Repairs
Fiberglass Shingles
Flat Roofs
Storms Damage
Wood & Vinyl Siding

FULLY INSURED WITH WORKERS’
COMPENSATION AND EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY $1,000,000

•
•
•
•
•

All Work Guaranteed In Writing
References Available
Senior Citizen Discount
Financing Available
ASK about our 50-year labor &
material warranty 100% coverage

SPECIALIZING IN
RESIDENTIAL
EXTERIOR PAINTING

EMERGENCY SERVICE
CALL FOR PROMPT, FREE ESTIMATE

860-496-7003
www.djhallroofing.com

mention this ad for

ADDITIONAL
DISCOUNTS
D.J. Hall Roofing & Siding

860-496-7003 • www.djhallroofing.com
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Offer expires 9-9-16.

Career Training for Today’s Jobs!

LATEFILE 1

7/12/16 1

ELECTRICIAN • ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS Technician
HVAC/R Technician
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Simsbury Airport Turns 75

his is a special year in the life of Simsbury Airport. We
are 75 years old. It’s our Diamond Anniversary!

People today take for granted airports like ours that serve
public transportation. But back in the 1930’s, there were far
fewer airports, serving just the largest cities. Commercial
aviation was in its infancy. There were almost no airplanes
that we would recognize today as true “airliners”. Then along
came the Douglas DC-3. It could carry 21 passengers at
speeds over 200 mph. A revolution had begun. It triggered
a boom in airport construction. And soon thereafter came
World War II, which itself required the creation of hundreds
of new airports for military and training use, including our
neighbor Bradley International Airport.
In those early days of aviation, many private airplanes flew from undeveloped open spaces or farm pastures.
Few airfields had even the most rudimentary services. Many
didn’t even sell fuel: pilots had to walk to a nearby town
hoping to find a station selling car gas they could bring back
to the airport in a 5-gallon can.
That was the case here in the late 1930’s. This property was
just an open field, occasionally used by locals as a place
to land airplanes. In late 1940, the town of Simsbury was

petitioned by an Aaron W. Hall to establish zoning for an
airport here. The Hartford Courant reported that day-today operations were to be managed by Donald W. Crossman, a former State policeman, who had experience as a
flight instructor for
the government. The
purpose, said the Courant, was to provide
a space for airplanes
to be kept, to offer
flying lessons, and to
serve as an emergency landing field. The
zoning application
was approved, and operations here officially
began in February,
1941.
Just ten months later,
Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor, and the US
(Continued page 51)

BiPlane Rides

Fly in a 1940 Waco UPF-7 at the Simsbury Airshow
Two People can fly together for the same price as one*
Special Airshow pricing $200 per flight
For more information visit our booth at the show
Race Aviation Inc. www.flybiplane.com
*weight restrictions apply

simsburyflyin.com

49

SullivanAutomotive.com

2016 Chevrolet
Silverado 1500
Double Cab

( 860 )

482-0700

2065 E. Main St., Torrington, CT • SullivanAutomotive.com

O’Neill’s Chevrolet | Buick

2016

( 860 )

482-0700

2033 E. Main St., Torrington, CT • SullivanAutomotive.com

Sullivan Honda
ALL-NEW 2016 Honda

Cruze LT

( 860 )

2016 Jeep
Cherokee Latitude

HR-V

677-1666

5 West Main Street • Avon, CT • ONeillsChevyBuick.com

EX-L

( 860 )

496-0077

45 Migeon Avenue • Torrington, CT • SullivanHonda.com
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Sullivan
Automotive is proud to be a Platinum Sponsor of the Simsbury
Fly-In

Airport remained quite rustic. There were two
intersecting runways, both just sod. No lighting was
available for night operations. The only building, still
in operation today, provided space for repairs and
airport management.

Simsbury Airport circa 1943
(Continued from page 49) entered World War II. Simsbury
Airport quickly became a base for training military pilots
through the Civilian Pilots Training Program. We were
home for a Civil Air Patrol squadron. This was a test site
for the Pioneer Parachute Company, which was developing
parachutes for the war effort. Several large War Bond drives
were held here, built around “aerial demonstrations” that
were meant to boost civilian morale and military recruiting. Immediately after the war ended, we were one of many
airports around the country where surplus aircraft were
brought for auction to the public.
In spite of these important activities, Simsbury

simsburyflyin.com

In the decades after the war, Simsbury Airport was
home to aircraft dealerships selling Seabee amphibians and the Luscombe airplane. Neither aircraft sold
very well. In the 1960’s and 1970’s, successful Cessna
and Beechcraft dealerships were established here. In
those years, professional management companies
operated the airport and expanded its facilities. We
were busy with flight training, especially for veterans
entitled to educational benefits under the GI Bill.
The runway was paved. Other improvements were made.
The modern era began in 1993 with the formation
of the Simsbury Flying Club, which is still the airport operator. We are an all-volunteer, non-profit organization that
receives no financial support from local, state, or federal
government. Simsbury is one of the few airports in the USA
that is operated by an organization like ours. It takes lots of
effort, but it works.
Your continued support of the Simsbury Fly-In and Car
Show is one of the main reasons that we are financially
viable. So please congratulate yourself for being such a
vital part of our anniversary. Happy 75th to all of us!
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Pedal Power
A

true national treasure can be found just 1/4 mile
from Simsbury Airport. It’s the East Coast Greenway, a biking and hiking trail system that will extend
3,000 miles from Florida to Maine when completed.
The Simsbury portion of the Greenway crosses Wolcott Rd several hundred yards south of the airport,
and through the industrial park opposite the airport.
Almost every day finds hundreds of people using the
trail, enjoying the outdoors and our beautiful Connecticut scenery.
Key parts of the Greenway have been completed in
Connecticut, in Simsbury and throughout the Farmington Valley. The Farmington Valley Trails Council,
one of our exhibitors at our show, helps to fund trail
completion, improvement, and maintenance. They
work to close the remaining gaps in the 80 mile Farmington Canal Heritage Trail portion, the 26 mile Farmington River Trail, and other parts of the system. Steve
Mitchell from Mitchell Auto Group is Connecticut
Co-Chairman of the East Coast Greenway Trail Council. Together, these and others are striving to make it
possible for a biker or hiker to travel on the Trail the
entire length of the eastern United States.
The 198-mile Connecticut East Coast Greenway route
shows off the diversity of Connecticut from coast to
inland, city to country. The eastern part of the state,
sometimes referred to as the “last green valley”, is the
most rural area in the corridor between Boston and
Washington, DC. A series of rail trails, including the
Air Line Trail North and the Hop River Trail, run
through this region connecting historic mill towns like
Willimantic and pass through forests and farmlands
between. In the western half of the state, the Greenway
connects the major cities of Hartford, New Haven,
Bridgeport, and Stamford and allows users to experience history while touring the Farmington Canal
Greenway from Simsbury to New Haven. Southwest of
New Haven along Long Island Sound, the interim onroad route hugs the shore through the suburbs to the
New York line while we advocate for new trail development in the Merritt Parkway right-of-way.
As you may know, the Town of Simsbury has been
lauded for its bicycle-friendly policies. Among other
actions, Simsbury has established an innovative bike
simsburyflyin.com

loaner program, with bike pick-up locations throughout town. Simsbury has been recognized as a Silver
Bicycle Friendly Community (BFC) by the League of
American Bicyclists. The program is revolutionizing
the way communities evaluate their quality of life, sustainability and transportation networks, while allowing
them to benchmark their progress toward improving
their bicycle-friendliness. There are 326 BFCs in all
50 states. The Silver BFC award recognizes Simsbury’s
commitment to improving conditions for bicycling
through investment in bicycling promotion, education
programs, infrastructure and pro-bicycling policies. To
learn more about the BFC program, visit http://bikeleague.org/community.
If you’re on the Trail, take a few moments to
drop by at Simsbury Airport. You are welcome to enjoy
our open space, our friendly atmosphere, and our airplanes.

QUALITY CUSTOM FENCES

WOOD • VINYL • ALUMINUM • CHAIN LINK
Privacy Fences • Arbors • Gazebos • Outdoor Furniture
Amish Built Sheds • Woodplay Playsets
Complete-Do-It-Yourself Center

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND
Call today or visit our showroom at
30 Old Albany Turnpike, Canton, CT 06019.

capecodfence.com

860-673-3211

PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1956
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2016 SIMSBURY FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT SIMSBURY AIRPORT
Experience the taste of Simsbury when you visit Evergreens Restaurant and
Twigs Lounge at The Simsbury Inn and indulge in our sumptuous creations and sinful
desserts. The perfect pairing of food and wine will be sure to leave you satisfied.
Our outdoor patio offers picture perfect panoramic views of Talcott Mountain.

Bring this ad in to receive 20% off your final food bill from
Evergreens Restaurant or Twigs Lounge*
*Alcohol, tax and gratuity not included. Expires September 30, 2016. Restrictions apply. See server for details.

The Simsbury Inn • 397 Hopmeadow Street Simsbury, CT 06070 • www.SimsburyInn.com • 860.651.5700

Westfield Bank is
a proud sponsor of the

2016 Simsbury
Fly-In and Car Show
Visit us in the Granby Village Shops
10 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT
800.995.5734

westfieldbank.com
Member

FDIC
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What better banking’s all about .

sm
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EVENT EXHIBITORS
Exhibitor Name
43rd Airplane Club
99s
Air1 Flight Training
Air-Cam
Alpha Romeo - Valenti
American Excellence Garage Doors
Aviat Husky
Avon Cosmetics
Avon Public Library
Ben and Jerrys
Berkshire Aviation
Bloomfield Bicycle
BMI
Cadillac - Valenti
Carl Brown Hypnosis
Central CT Radio Control Club
Cessna
Cirrus Aircraft
Comfort Food Truck
CT Creamery
CT Flight Club
Cubcrafters
Doug’s Creations
East Coast PPG’s
Evektor Lt. Sport
Exxel Avionics
FAA Safety Team
Farmington Valley Trails Council
Fiat - Valenti
Fred Astaire
Fried Dough
Future Flyers of CT
Hagerty Insurance
Ham Radio Operators
Interval House
Jaguar of Hartford
John Race Biplane Rides
Leaf Filter
Lifestar

simsburyflyin.com

Lionel Landing
Lularoe Clothing
Maserati - Valenti
Mercedes Benz - New Country Motors
Mercedes Benz Sprinter - New Country Motors
Mitchell Auto Group
N.E. Air Museum
New England Urgent Care
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome
Olympic Tae Kwan Do
Peoples Products
Piper Museum
Plymouth Rockin Poppin Kettle Korn
Porter and Chester
Protectors of Animals
Renewal by Anderson
Skrips Old Soul Restoration
Shelterlogic
Simmons Aviation
Simsbury Cheerleaders
Simsbury High School Robotics
Simsbury Light Opera Company
Smart Automobiles - New Country Motors
Sportcruiser - US Sport Aviation
Talcott Mountain Academy & Science Center
Tower Energy
Town of Simsbury
Toy Cars & Planes
United Flying Octogenarians (UFO’s)
U.S Air Force Recruiting
Valley Energy
VFW
Villari’s Martial Arts
Volkswagen of Hartford
Waddell and Reed
Warner Theatre
WDRC
We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc
Yankee Clippers

SIMSBURY AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
We are fortunate to have Simsbury Aircraft
Maintenance as our repair facility. Owner
Pete Trabold’s many years of experience,
along with his IA rating, offer his
customers the full range of quality aircraft
repair services. Pete can perform everything
from annuals to engine overhauls at very
reasonable prices. He specializes in magneto
repairs, with aircraft owners often noting how
much smoother their engines run after Pete
has done his magic. Owner assisted annual
inspections are welcome. Pete also is glad to
work on experimental and homebuilt airplanes. Aircraft pickup and delivery service
is available, as are pre-buy inspections. Pete
has the added experience that comes with
Commercial Helicopter and Commercial
multi-engine ratings.
Contact Pete at 413-770-5021.
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Fall Events
Sunday, October 2
Mustang Muster

Saturday, October 8
Open Cockpit

Saturday, November 12
Veterans Day Program

Friday, November 25
Santa Visits & Behind the
Scenes Tours
Adult $12.50

Senior $11.50

Child $7.00 (ages 4-11)
www.neam.org
860-623-3305
See website for winter and holiday closings.
Bradley International Airport, 36 Perimeter Road, Windsor Locks, CT 06096
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FAST LANE FUNNIES
“I rent a lot of cars, but I don’t always know everything about them. So a lot of times, I drive for
like ten miles with the emergency brake on. That doesn’t say a lot for me, but it really doesn’t say
a lot for the emergency brake. It’s really not an emergency brake; it’s an emergency “make the
car smell funny” lever.” - Mitch Hedberg
I was driving with my friend. We come to a red light and he speeds up and whips right through it.
I start freaking out “Hey man, your going to get us killed!” He replies “Relax, my brother drives
like this.” We come to another red light and he blazes right through. “You’re going to get arrested
or get us killed!” “Relax this is how my brother drives.” We come to a green light he stops dead
looking both ways. “Dude, it’s green you can go.” “Nah man, my brother might be coming the
other way.”
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather.. Not screaming and yelling like the
passengers in his car.
A teenage boy tells his father, “Dad, there’s trouble with the car, it has water in the carburetor.”
The father looks confused and says, “Water in the carburetor, that’s ridiculous!” But the son
insists. “I tell you, the car has water in the carburetor.” His father, starting to get a little nervous,
says “You don’t even know what a carburetor is.... but I will check it out. Where is the car?”
“In the pool,” replies the son.
An elderly man was driving his Buick down the freeway when his cell phone rang.
Answering, he heard his wife’s voice urgently warning him, “Herman, I just heard on the news
that there’s a car going the wrong way on 280. Please be careful!” “It’s not just one car,” said
Herman. “It’s hundreds of them!”
- Jack Wagner
An elderly lady in a VW Bug is driving on the freeway. All of a sudden
the motor stops and she coasts to
the side of the road. She gets out
of the car, walks to the front and
opens the hood. Another woman
in a VW Bug stops to help. She
asks:”What’s the problem?” “Oh, I
must have lost my motor!” “You’re
lucky! I have a spare engine in the
trunk of my car!
What makes a Yugo go faster?
A tow truck.

simsburyflyin.com
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IT & Internet Services

Proud Supporter of GA
Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security
Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design
www.biznuzz.com
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(800) 448.7531
simsburyairport.com

Simsbury Airport Through The Years

simsburyflyin.com

1934

1951

1965

1985

1990

1995
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The Jolly Beggars
Live Irish music will come your way from
the Jolly Beggars. These Connecticut
musicians feature traditional music and
storytelling, played on typical Irish instruments such as tin whistles and spoons,
along with mandolins and guitars. They
have produced three albums to date.
(www.thejollybeggarsmusic.com)
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