Pay less. Wait less. Get more.
ER-quality care for all ages.

4 All Ages, Including Infants & Elderly
4 IV Fluids/Medications, Breathing Treatments,
Blood Workups
4 X-rays, EKGs, Suturing, Casting
4 All Physicals, DOT & Pre-Op Evaluations

OPEN EVERY DAY!
Mon–Fri: 8 am - 8 pm
Weekends/Holidays: 9 am - 6 pm

SIMSBURY 30 Dorset Xing
W HARTFORD 21 N Main St.
ENFIELD 55 Hazard Ave.
BRISTOL 576 Farmington Ave.
Open Late in Enfield! Mon–Thurs 8:00 am to 10:30 pm
Enfield location only. Please see website for details

UrgentCareNewEngland.com | 844-884-9911

FEATURES

EVENT INFO

For the Love of Flying

p.19 | Event Map

P.05

by Bill Thomas

P.07

Airshow Photography 101
by Rob Joyce

P.15

Wrap it Up, I’ll Take It

p.03 | Seminars
p.27 | Today’s Attractions
p.29 | Event Exhibitors
p.31 | Event Schedule

by Jeff Palazzo

p.60 | Advertiser Index

I Need a Vacation!

NEWS|| & NOTES

P.23

by Mark Ranstead

P.33

The Car Made By A Shipbuilder

P.37

Aluminum Overcast

P.39

p.8

p.31
p.31
p.57

|
|

Chicken Wings Comic
Special Thanks
2017 Fly-In Committee
Simsbury Aircraft Maintenance

QUALITY CUSTOM FENCES

How 007 Travels in Style

P.40

Surprise Encounter
by Bill Thomas

P.44

Simsbury Airport Q&A

P.49

Have Drone, Will Travel
by Brad Griswold

P.57

98-Year Old Pilot Flies Again!

P.58

Car Curiosities
simsburyflyin.com

WOOD • VINYL • ALUMINUM • CHAIN LINK
Privacy Fences • Arbors • Gazebos • Outdoor Furniture
Amish Built Sheds • Woodplay Playsets
Complete-Do-It-Yourself Center

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND
Call today or visit our showroom at
30 Old Albany Turnpike, Canton, CT 06019.

capecodfence.com

860-673-3211

PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1956
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NEW ENGLAND AIR MUSEUM
Adventure, Discovery
and the Dream of Flight!

Visit NEAM.org for events and info.

•
•
•
•

Largest collection in the Northeast
From flying machines to the space age
Tons of hands-on family fun
Located at Bradley International Airport

New England Air Museum, 36 Perimeter Road, Windsor Locks, Connecticut 06096 • 860-623-3305 • neam.org
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Seminars
THE FLYING TIGERS

Tom Pandolfi

Our presenter is Tom Pandolfi, from the New England Air Museum, who is recognized as one of the
foremost experts in the history of this famous fighter squadron. Tom will display many rare artifacts
that he has collected from China, and from veterans of the group. The Flying Tigers were Americans
who volunteered to aid the Chinese in the years prior to World War 2, when China had been overrun
by Japan. They flew the famous shark-teeth P-40 fighter aircraft.

9:30

RECOLLECTIONS OF A B-29 AVIATOR

10:45

Jack Rodin served during World War 2 as a navigator on the B-29, the largest bomber in that war. He
will recount his experiences in combat, and describe what it was like to fly in that world-changing aircraft. Jack is sponsored by The Veterans History Project at Central Connecticut State University.

LEARNING TO FLY

12:00

Jack Rodin

Future Flyers of Connecticut

Our flight school, Future Flyers of Connecticut, has taught people of all ages how to fly. If you’ve ever
thought about learning to fly, this is your chance to find out what’s involved, the ground study, the cost,
and more. Lots of opportunity for questions.

THE REAL STORY: THE JFK JR. ACCIDENT

Steve & Jill Demko

Steve Demko was an National Transportation Safety Board investigator for the aircraft accident in
which John Kennedy, Jr. lost his life. He will tell the real story of what happened that night off Cape
Cod. Steve’s wife Jill, also from NTSB, will overview the operations of that outstanding organization.

1:15

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2017 SIMSBURY FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT SIMSBURY AIRPORT
Experience the taste of Simsbury when you visit Evergreens Restaurant and
Twigs Lounge at The Simsbury Inn and indulge in our sumptuous creations and sinful
desserts. The perfect pairing of food and wine will be sure to leave you satisfied.
Our outdoor patio offers picture perfect panoramic views of Talcott Mountain.

Bring this ad in to receive 20% off your final food bill from
Evergreens Restaurant or Twigs Lounge*
*Alcohol, tax and gratuity not included. Expires September 30, 2017. Restrictions apply. See server for details.

The Simsbury Inn • 397 Hopmeadow Street Simsbury, CT 06070 • www.SimsburyInn.com • 860.651.5700
simsburyflyin.com
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FOR THE LOVE OF FLYING
Are you old enough to remember when hamburger
cost $.99 per pound, you could buy a Volkswagen for
$6,900, or Mt. St. Helens erupted ? Even if so, you
probably don’t recall a beautiful morning in September
of 1985 when a handful of local pilots brought their
airplanes to Simsbury Airport for a couple of hours
of socializing and bragging. It was a “Fly-In”, a pretty
typical happening in the aviation community.
Those first few pilots had such a good time that
they decided to meet again the following year. They
brought friends with them. Some of them owned
restored antique airplanes, which created lots of additional interest. As the years unfolded, the Simsbury
Fly-In gained a reputation as a unique and successful
event, and it grew and grew. Word spread in the general public, and soon the event became an attraction not
just for pilots, but for spectators.
As its growth continued, several key aviation organizations asked to be involved. One of them was the
Antique Aircraft Association, which encourages the
restoration of old - often very old - and historic airplanes. Before long, the Experimental Aircraft Association also joined the show. This coincided with the

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
SIMSBURY FLY-IN & CAR SHOW

establishment of its Chapter 324 at our airport, an
organization that continues to flourish today. EAA’s
involvement began to attract homebuilt aircraft. As
the years passed, virtually every type of airplane could
be found at the Fly-In. If you look around today’s show,
you are likely to see experimental airplanes, antiques,
small ex-military airplanes, helicopters, ultralights,
amphibians, and factory built aircraft.
We’ve been lucky to have good weather for most
shows. One of the few years it has rained on show day
turned out to be a stroke of luck. Some enterprising
antique car owners showed up to display their restored
autos. That gave our spectators something interesting
to look at in spite of the bad weather. The car folks
loved it so much that they asked to come back the
following year. And so began the wonderful combined
airplane and car show format that has made our event
so special.
Our show typically attracts over 600 beautiful display
autos of virtually every type and vintage. Unlike many
car shows, we don’t focus on a single make of car, or
any specific age or type. We believe this makes for a
more interesting (Continued on page 54)

WE ARE PROUD TO
SUPPORT THE

Simsbury Fly-In
Aviation insurance is
all we do.
Contact Caitlyn Jones-Henry
to discuss your aviation insurance needs.
email: cjones-henry@suttonjames.com
call: 860-249-8066

100 Lindbergh Drive, Hartford, CT 06114
www.suttonjames.com | 860-249-8066
simsburyflyin.com
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Fall . . .

in love with
Fitzgerald’s
Foods

Our produce department is stocked full of farm fresh native
apples, cider, and winter squash.

Our gourmet bakery is fall...ing into the season with our
scratch baked caramel apple nut cheesecake or pumpkin cheesecake, pumpkin cupcakes w/egg nog cream
cheese frosting, apple spice or pumpkin cake loaf or
coffee cakes to name a few.

. . and visit our gourmet grocery department where you will
find an appetizing assorment of Stonewall Kitchen’s
seasonal fall baking mixes and local seasonal items.

Our meat department is changing with the weather and
we've prepared oven ready items that will save you time
and take the work out of your family dinners. Bread
stuffed pork chops, or chicken breasts, oven ready
meat loaf, stuffed peppers, and fresh meatballs. . . just
to name a few....

Our chefs have prepared a nice variety of heat and serve entrees that
will warm your heart and your tummy. Store made Chicken Pot Pies,
Yankee Pot Roast, Beef Stew, Shepards Pie and many more chef
prepared entrees to choose from.

Fitzgerald's Foods, There Really Is
No Reason To Go Anywhere Else!
6

710 Hopmeadow St. • Drake Hill Mall
Simsbury, CT Phone: 860-658-2271
Fax: 860.658.2273
Pizza: 860-658-1210

GIFT CARDS
ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons - See Store For Details.
Mastercard. Visa. Discover. American Express.

Store Hours: OPEN 8 A.M.-9 P.M.
7 DAYS A WEEK
simsburyairport.com

AIRSHOW PHOTOGRAPHY 101
WRITTEN BY ROBERT JOYCE

“If you look to the right you will see Lieutenant Booker
setting up his F/A-18 Super Hornet for a beautiful photo
pass. You don’t want to miss this folks. Get you cameras ready!”
Is your camera ready? Are you ready? You
want to take a picture but can you take a good one?
Sure you can! Here are some tips, tricks and things to
consider when taking pictures at an air show.
First off, remember to bring a camera! If the only
camera you are bringing is on your smart phone or
tablet, not to worry, some of these tips will also help
you take a better photo with your smart phone as well.
When attending an air show, before you even leave
the house, check the website of the show you will be
attending. In their FAQ section there will be a list of
what you can bring in and what items are prohibited.
Each air show is different and the list changes every
year so always check. It is not unusual for the size of a
camera bag to be limited. For those of you that want
to bring long telephoto or zoom lenses don’t let this
discourage you from bringing your best equipment.
You just won’t be able to bring it in a backpack more
suited for hiking for six months on the Appalachian
Trail.
That’s the boring, time for the soaring! No, wait.
We have to check to see if the camera lens is clean.
You will want to clean you camera lens before the
show. Nothing like having the perfect picture of that
Super Hornet photo pass except for that one little,
huge speck of gunk ruining the perfectness. Use a lens
cleaning kit or a lens cleaning cloth. You probably have
one for your sunglasses or your tablet.
Always charge your devices and camera batteries prior to the big day. If you forget and the battery
drains to nothing, well, I have yet to see a charging
station at an air show. It’s always a disappointment
when you have to stop taking pictures due to a lack
of power. It also doesn’t hurt to have a back-up fully
charged battery for your camera. If your camera uses
non-rechargeable batteries remember to bring
a spare set with you in case the ones in
the camera go dead.
Now we can
soar! No, wait,
film. Did you
simsburyflyin.com

remember to pack film? What? No one uses film
anymore? Right. It’s the twenty-first century. If you’re
old-school and still use film, God bless you and you
should probably stop reading this article right here
because you know what you’re doing. There are days I
wish I still used film. But, one memory card is cheaper
than twenty rolls of Fujicolor X-tra 400 film plus processing. Make sure you have a memory card loaded
and cleared. In the heat of the moment, with that perfect shot lined up, the last thing you want to see is the
out of space message. The same goes for your smart
phone and tablet. Clear up some space before you go
to the air show. Save those pictures first! You’ll want
to keep that one of your son at his first birthday party
with cake and frosting all smeared on his face and in
his hair, so you can embarrass him when he meets that
special someone later in life. Our grandparents did it
to our parents, who in turn did it to us, pay it forward
people.
Speaking of forward, step forward, the security line
is moving! When traveling with someone that loves to
take photographs at airshows and carries a camera bag
containing multiple lenses and other assorted photographic paraphernalia, the security line can be a headache. Just ask my sister. I carry one of these bags and
my sister always has to wait while my bag is searched.
So, Ansel Adams, be prepared to unzip every compartment of your elaborately compartmented camera
bag for the security personnel to inspect. It’s for their
safety and yours.
Once on the air show grounds, there are two
schools of thought in the photographers’ realm. One,
is to head right for the fence and get that sweet, sweet,
front row seat. The other school of thought, we will get
to in a moment. From the fence there is a great deal
of action to see. The demonstration aircraft parked
on the tarmac, the pilots walking out to their planes
and getting ready. The aircraft taxiing to and from
the runway. Not all the action is up in the sky. One
can get some really cool photographs of the
ground crews doing their job. It’s not always about the rock star, sometimes
it’s about the roadie. But once
the rock stars start doing their
thing, watching from the
(Continued on page 11)
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IT & Internet Services

Proud Supporter of GA
Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security
Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design
www.biznuzz.com
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(800) 448.7531
simsburyairport.com

Personal Banking
Home Loans
Business Banking
eBanking
Investment Services

Supporting our local community

every step of the

way

Simsbury Bank is proud to sponsor the annual Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show.
Supporting the efforts of the many committed volunteers who help keep the
Simsbury Airport in operation.
Together we help our communities soar to new heights!
Visit simsburybank.com or call 860.651.2265 to learn more about our full line of
banking products and services.

simsburyflyin.com
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SUBURBAN

SANITATION

The Specialists in Portable Sanitation

Surburban provides portable restroom
trailers as comfortable as bathrooms in
your own home.
Features include:
• Roomy interiors.
• Fully enclosed stall with
porcelain flushing toilets.
• Vanities with mirrors.
• Hands-free sinks with
cold running water.

Suburban provides portable
restrooms throughout Connecticut
10

• Wall-hung porcelain urinals
with privacy screens.
• Lighting.
• Heating and air conditioning.
• Stereo / CD sound systems.
• Can provide attendants, if
needed.

860-673-3078 or 1-800-899-4337
www.subsanserv.com
simsburyairport.com

(Continued from page 7) fence is a great place to be.
From here you can get great photographs of the aircraft
rolling out, taking off, making low passes, and landing.
It also offers a great vantage point for maneuvers that
have the aircraft coming toward the crowd.
At the fence:
Standing at the fence allows for a mostly unencumbered view. I say mostly because there are two things
that a photographer needs to be aware of when working from the fence. People and speakers. Both can
ruin a good shot. I have many photos of blurry heads
and blue skies and always manage to come home with
at least one of a blurry speaker. When looking for a
spot at the fence, try to position yourself as close to the
center point between two speakers as you can. This
will minimize the likelihood of capturing one for your
scrapbook. Another reason to keep away from the
speakers, they are loud. They are your friends, keeping you up to date on what is happening in the air and
on the ground. Not to mention, you get to hear some
pretty cool music. It is almost guaranteed that you will
hear either the “Top Gun” anthem or “Danger Zone”
by Kenny Loggins. Possibly twice!
Those blurry heads, they belong to not-blurry people.
Air shows, when the weather is good, are very crowded places, especially at the fence. Everyone wants that
front row seat. You can only position yourself so well
to avoid getting a picture of someone else’s cousin, so
being aware of people is less about that unintended
photo and more about not ruining a strangers weekend. When standing at the fence taking pictures one
can lose themselves in the moment, concentrating on
getting that shot. That’s when knowing who is around
you is important. You don’t want to step on a child on
your left or smack the person on your right with the
end of your 500mm zoom lens. I have done this several times, to my sister. Yup. Smacked her in the head
with my zoom lens. Not only does it ruin a shot but
she constantly reminds me of it. Don’t worry, the lens
is fine. I’m pretty sure my sister is too.
Heads and speakers aren’t the only things that come
out blurry, sometimes the planes flying by do as well.
There are several ways to avoid this.

simsburyflyin.com

Shutter speed:
If you are shooting with a DSLR camera you will want
to set your shutter speed to at least a 1000th of a second. The quicker the shutter speed the shorter amount
of time that the sensor in your camera is exposed to
light and vice versa. A high shutter speed is better at
capturing fast action than a low shutter speed is.
Auto-focus:
Auto-focus is very helpful at an air show. Turning
that feature on will give you one less thing to worry
about. There can be one hiccup with auto-focus and
that is grey planes against a grey sky. Unfortunately
this combination can lead to the auto-focus not seeing
the plane against the sky and it will just keep trying to
focus until you let off the shutter release button.
Frames-per-second:
Some cameras have the ability to shoot several frames
per second. If your camera can do this, do it. The
more pictures you can take per second increases your
chances of getting a great picture. If you’re using a
smart phone, turn on the burst setting for the same
effect. (Continued next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Follow through:
With all that set on your camera the other thing you
want to do when that Super Hornet is making its photo
pass is track or pan with the aircraft or follow through
if you know your baseball or golf. If you were watching the plane through binoculars you wouldn’t point
them at one point in the sky and watch the plane move
through your field of vision, no, you would follow the
plane. When using a camera to take pictures you do
the same thing. Once you’ve pressed the button to take
the photo, keep following that plane until you are done
taking the picture. This applies for taking pictures with
smart phones and tablets as well. Tracking with the
plane will minimize the chance of blurring the plane
and increases the chances of keeping the plane in the
frame.

grounds. I’m not going to lie, you can get a better
picture from the fence that you can from the back of
the field near the port-a-johns, but the static displays
are always worth the look. Here is where you can get
up-close and personal with vintage warbirds, the stateof-the-art fighters, as well as everything in-between. It
is also a lot easier to take a picture of a parked F/A18 than when it’s flying by at just under the speed of
sound. An added bonus is that the pilots of the aircraft
on display are usually at their planes and are more than
happy to answer your questions.
There you go some simple tricks and nonsense to help
you take a better photo at the next air show you attend.

Not at the fence:
Photographers that stand at the fence, stay at the fence.
Why do that? Sure there is a lot to see from the fence,
but there is also a lot that you can’t see from the fence.
I’m talking the static displays! Which leads us to that
other school of thought, wandering around. The beauty of an air show is that the performances are in the
air and you can see it from anywhere on the air show

12
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FUTURE FLYERS OF CT, LLC
Customized instruction for busy people by experienced ,
Professional Flight Instructors

THE Flight School at Simsbury Airport
Where LEARNING TO
FLY IS FUN!!!
Private, Commercial,
Instrument,
Ground School, FAA
approved Simulator, BFR/ICC

Full Financing

Available, Major
credit cards
Ask about our Discovery Flight Gift Program

STEVE SMITH, CFII/MEII
860-819-3717
futureflyersct@gmail.com
Meet us across from the Main Building and ask about our
graduates’ flying careers. Our success rate is well over 95%!
Look for our Learn to Fly Seminar in the hangar.
14
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Wrap It Up, I’ll Take It

T

here’s nothing more satisfying than applying a nice
fresh, good looking coat of paint on your airplane,
but there are concerns.today that come along with that.
Painting an aircraft can be a rewarding and yet daunting task. Today, there’s the question of how toxic the
paints are, with two part epoxies and paints giving off
isocyanates as well as other volatile organic compounds.
VOCs are chemicals released into the air as the paints
dry. The days of experimental airplane builders painting
airplanes legally in the home garage or hangar are gone.
Many airports prohibit doing so on their grounds. A
painter needs to wear an air-fed respirator since the isocyanates are
not stopped
by normal
charcoal or
any other
known air filters. You are
also required
by law to use
an approved
spray booth
when painting. While some people may still try to spray paint in
the home garage or airplane hangar there are other
acceptable options, even as a dIY option.
At some point in history people started displaying
business names on cars and intiatially this was achieved
with paint as were custom lettering and graphics on race
cars in the 60s and 70s.
Later these same business signs started changing
over to vinyl lettering from the old leaded paints like
“one shot”. So did the signs on cars, and someone decided the base color and graphics could change via vinyl
sheet as well, and the vinyl car wrap was born.
Today Companies like Avery, and 3M produce vinyl
in vivid colors that rival even the best custom paint colors from vendors like “House of Kolor” Customizers as
well as dealers have used these vinyl products to change
color on such exotics as Lamborghini, Bentley, Porsche
, or even on race cars like pro mods or funny cars. It’s
just so much easier to make a sponsors graphics on a
computer in vinyl rather than in paint in most cases.
simsburyflyin.com

by Jeff Palazzo

You can also make a mistake in the application and just
print off another if needed. Conversely, custom paint
can be very hard to match, because it is custom mixed
as it is sprayed and even the distance its sprayed from
can alter the way it looks and forget about some of the
tri coat colors those are next to impossible to match. Yet
similar looking vinyl to tri coat colors can be printed on
from the same files and be a very close match even with
graphics printed on them.
It didn’t take long for large airline companies, and
builders of exprementals to notice this and start to apply
these same types of custom graphics as those seen on
race cars and super cars. We are now even seeing wraps
on many certified aircraft as well.
While this airplane movement primarily started as
DIY with kit planes or on heavy commercial aircraft,
companies are starting to pop up that specialize in
wrapping smaller airplanes professionally with astounding results. And the bar of quality keeps getting
set higher and higher. The degree of craftsmanship we
are seeing today makes even custom paint jobs from 10
years ago look outdated and amateur in many instances.
The beauty however, is that a home builder can also
wrap his own airplane. There are many YouTube videos
of home builders doing airplane wraps themselves as
well as threads about it on most popular forums.
There are specialized techniques one must be aware of
just as with painting.When you paint something temperature is critical, (Continued on page 17)

IMAGE COURTESY VANSAIRFORCE.NET
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(Continued from page 15) and the same thing applies to
wraps. in most instances you will need to heat the vinyl
sheets sometimes using a heat gun and other times using infrared lamps. The vinyl will be able to be stretched
around corners as its applied to meet the contours needed. After application it will need to be re heated called
a ”post heat” typically to 90 degrees fahrenheit . This
makes the vinyl lose is memory of its original shape and
take on its new shape permanently.
The vinyl is cut close to the appropriate length and
width of the panel with the ends being cut to size after
the majority is installed with a Slight tuck around the
back of the panel or a slight overlapping edge where
possible. Typically it is cut with a razor knife, but there
are also specialized tapes known as knife less tapes with
a thin wire inside that when
pulled will cut
the vinyl. This
can be especially helpful
when trying to
make shaped
lines from one
color change
to another.

simsburyflyin.com

Where there’s new technology, there’s controversy
though. The “debates” on the forum are prevalent and
typically come back to “smoking rivet” identification,
durability, longevity of colors, corrosion and weight.
(Editors note: A smoking rivet is a rivet that is working
itself loose, or is already loose, that spews a trail of aluminum oxide on the surface skin. The rivet may have
worked loose from excess vibration, improper installation,
hardening, corrosion, or flexing of the airframe. This can
indicate a structural issue that needs to be addressed.)
The weight to wrap a Van’s RV small aircraft will
vary between 15 to 35lbs. Vinyl appears to be equivalent
on average to paint, but thinner or thicker vinyl will
change the weight just like it would using thinner or
thicker applications of paint.
The Issue of identifying smoking rivets and possible
corrosion, seems to be the two biggest issues. While
some people say once tight, the vinyl show around a
smoking rivet just as paint would, but only time will tell
if this is factual. When it comes to corrosion, some parts
supplied by Van’s and other experimental kit manufacturers were wrapped in a blue vinyl, and if left in this
vinyl for years, at times exhibited some corrosion over
bare metal. The best bet is to prime and seal parts, but
many point out that if your going to go that far the
(Continued on page 19)
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FARMINGTON VALLEY EQUIPMENT
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT EAA AND THE SIMSBURY FLY-IN

Ask about the John Deere – EAA Partner Program!

242 Colt Highway, Route 6
Farmington, CT 06032
860-678-7288 www.fve.info charlie@fve.biz
Open Monday – Friday 7:30 – 5:30 Saturday 7:30 – 3:00
18
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(Continued from page 17)
builder might as well spray a finish coat on it. The vinyl
used in wraps is typically made different than the vinyl
used to protect parts during shipping but the jury is still
out on weather there will be any corrosion issues on unpainted surfaces. Again only time will likely tell if this is
an issue or not.
The vinyl products most used, and trusted today
appear to be from 3M corporation as well as Avery Denison. They come in many different thicknesses and have
microscopic channels in them to allow for air bubbles
to be accepted into the vinyl without having to go all the
way to the ends with the squeegee. They are typically
applied dry and are pressure sensitive and therefore can
be moved during application if needed until final pressure is applied. One color can be put over another for
graphical effect, like stripes. Metalics, carbon fiber print,
camo, etc are all options as well as having just about any
graphic you want printed directly in the vinyl (though
this may decrease life span of the job somewhat). The
beauty of printing on vinyl is that you can see on a
computer screen exactly what the graphic will look like
before you put it on your airplane, bike, or car. As with
anything there’s a learning curve to application just like
with painting.

simsburyflyin.com

Cost of a professional vinyl wrap on a Van’s RV7
aircraft is between $5000 and $8000 where a DIY job
can be done for about $1500 to $1900 in material. A
professional paint job on the same airplane is between
$8500 to $10,500 for professional work and about
$1900 to $3500 DIY minus trying to use or make safety
equipment that is useful and safe.
While your guaranteed not to get runs in vinyl
wrap, there are other issues to consider. Just a few are
the final edge cuts not being done properly, air bubbles
under the vinyl and adhesion issues. Just like with paint,
proper prep is more than half the job for longevity.
Chips in the paint or any ridges will also “print” through
so be sure to get the finish underneath smooth and filled
as needed. Vinyl is also a bit less durable than some 2
part paints like Imron, however it’s a whole lot easier to
replace or,repair of it gets scratched in most cases.
One major benefit to vinyl is you’ll only prep with a
chemical like alcohol or rapid tack to clean and not have
to sand for adhesion like with paint unless your knocking down highs or filling lows for a smooth finish underneath and still you’d only sand those areas as needed.
In the end both options are good choices and only
the end user can truely determine which way is the best
route for them to take.
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Proudly Supports

Simsbury Flying Club
Stop in and experience the Carr Difference
and see why your neighbors are saying,
The Choice is Easy. Trust the Folks at Carr!

320 West Main Street, Avon

860-470-3053

www.carrhardware.com

Westfield Bank is
a proud sponsor of the

2017 Simsbury
Fly-In and Car Show

Visit us in the Granby Village Shops
10 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT
800.995.5734

westfieldbank.com
Member

FDIC
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What better banking’s all about .

sm
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I NEED A VACATION!
The highlight of every summer for EAA members
worldwide (there are 200,000 members) is the annual
fly-in and convention at EAA’s headquarters in Oshkosh, Wisconsin known as the AirVenture Oshkosh
or just simply Oshkosh. AirVenture Oshkosh is held
the last week of July and is a celebration of all things
aviation. A pilots Mecca.
My wife Susan and I had originally planned on
attending AirVenture Oshkosh together this year. This
was going to be my sixth visit and Susan’s second. I
had arranged for a two-week vacation so we’d have
time to travel Chicago, meet up with friends, rent a
recreational vehicle and drive to Oshkosh. Then our
friends plan changed and wouldn’t be attending AirVenture this year.
My son, Bryan, a US Coast Guard C-130 Hercules
flight mechanic based at Air Station Kodiak in Alaska expressed an interest in going but only if grammie
(Susan) would come to Kodiak and help our daughter-in-law with the grandkids for the two weeks that
Bryan would be away. Two things Susan loves almost
as much as me; our grandkids and fishing for Alaskan
salmon. The deal was sealed, Bryan and I get to go
to AirVenture and Susan takes her
annual trek home to Alaska.

By Mark
Ranstead

celebration.
My Super Cub holds two people, the pilot and a passenger in tandem seating and cruises at 95 mph. Flight
time to AirVenture Oshkosh held at Wittman Field in
Oshkosh would be 10 hours non-stop but I can only
carry about 3 hours of fuel so figured I would need
five to six fuel stops one requiring an overnight stay
near Toledo. I began to get my plane ready for what I
figured would be a two-day flight to Oshkosh.
My Super Cub’s annual inspection was due in April
so I began doing the required maintenance myself
(I’m a FAA licensed A&P) and arranged the required
annual inspection of the airplane to a local aircraft
mechanic holding an I.A. (inspection Authorization).
Long, long story short I’m my worst enemy and a
victim of mission creep. I decided to install new radios,
a new dual channel ELT (emergency locator transmitter), new seatbelts and shoulder harness, new alternator, new oil filter system and rebuilt the tailwheel. The
radios and alternator required replacing the old wiring
with new, the radios required new modern antenna cables. One repair lead to another repair or upgrade and
then work and life got in the way. I missed my self-im-

2017 is the 80th anniversary of the
Piper J-3 Cub and AirVenture was
going to celebrate the date by encouraging hundreds of Lock Haven Yellow, Piper J-3 Cubs and their variants
to amass at AirVenture. I thought I’d
fly my 1950 Super Cub Special to the
simsburyflyin.com
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posed deadline to have the airplane airworthy before
our planned departure day to Oshkosh. Bryan and I
decided to drive the 16 hours to AirVenture.
Three other members of our EAA Chapter where
also planning on attending AirVenture Oshkosh.
Vince and Teressa Carucci were driving and Charlie
Luke was flying his Vans RV-7A for the second year in
a row. Charlie had planned a 6-hour flight in his 170
mph RV-7A stopping
twice for fuel and physiological needs.
Bryan and I started
driving Saturday, planning on arriving at the
AirVenture camping
site Sunday afternoon.
We would overnight in
Cleveland. Vince and
Teressa started driving
on Sunday and drove
the 16 hours non-stop.
Charlie had planned to fly to Oshkosh Saturday but
delayed his take-off until Sunday morning due to
thunderstorms over Connecticut, New York and Pennsylvania. We all arrived at Wittman Field by Sunday
afternoon.
After talking with Charlie, the weather had been
such that if I had flown my slower Super Cub I probably would not have arrived until Monday or Tuesday.
Instead I would have spent a second night along the
way waiting for the thunderstorms to clear.
AirVenture is much a social event as it is a Fly-In,
Airshow and convention you don’t come there to rest.
After making our camps, Bryan, myself and the Caruccis’ tenting in two of the 11,600 sites of Camp Scholler
and Charlie pitching his tent next to his airplane in the
1,107 aircraft, homebuilt section of Wittman Field we
made the rounds greeting old friends we hadn’t seen
since last year and preparing for Monday, day one of
AirVenture Oshkosh 2017.
We had good weather 6 of the 7 days of AirVenture
Oshkosh 2017.
During the daily airshows lasted several hours, we
witnessed the only two airworthy B-29 bombers aircraft capable of flight, fly in formation: The Commemorative Air Force’s “FiFi” and EAA’s newly restored
“Doc”. Other highlights were; EAA’s B-17 “Aluminum
Overcast”, a dozen B-25 medium bombers formation,
too numerous to count fly-overs of P-51 Mustangs,
24

North American AT-6 Texans, TBM Avengers, Corsairs, P-38 Lightning. The Blue Angels performed
several shows, as did the B-1B Bomber, F-35, A-10
Warthog. There was the USAF Heritage Flight a fourship formation comprising the F-35, A-10s, P-51s.
We attended just a few of the 1,050 forums and
workshops on every topic imaginable. We walked Wittman Field for each day looking at the 1,100 homebuilt
airplanes, 1,162 Vintage
planes, 351 Warbirds,
168 Ultralights and Light
Sport Aircraft, 79 Seaplanes, 54 Rotorcrafts,
60 Aerobatic planes and
10 Hot Air Balloons. We
visited many of the 881
commercial exhibitors.
During the evening,
we watched the 2-night
time airshows with
planes lit up with LEDs
and others with pyrotechnics, evening fireworks and
the Wall-of-Fire. We attended the nightly Flight Fest at
the Ultralight base and the Valdez STOL competitions.
We watched the nightly outdoor movies on a 100-foot
inflatable screen at the Fly-In theater. There were concerts at Boeing Plaza where we listened to music sitting
among the B-29s, B-52, C-123, P-8 Poseidon, KC-135
and inflated Hot Air Balloons.
AirVenture Oshkosh lasted a week and was attended
by 590,000 people. You’ll never see a more organized
event attended by the nicest, likeminded people. 5,000
EAA members volunteered to keep AirVenture clean,
safe and fun.
I had a blast. I enjoyed my one-on-one time with
my son, visiting old friends and made new ones. After
7 days of non-stop activity, I was tired and in need of
another vacation.
Mark Ranstead is the President of the local EAA
Chapter 324, Simsbury Airport.
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Rides are available in this amazing aircraft TODAY
at Hartford-Brainard airport! Call 800-359-6217.
simsburyflyin.com
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A

This
is one
of only a
few flyable
examples of
the B-17 left in
the world. Operated
The LifeStar medevac helicopter makes its annual visit to our event,
by the non-profit, Exand will be open for inspection and discussions with the crew.
periemental Aircraft AssoThere are two LifeStars, both built by American Eurocopter.
ciation, Aluminum Overcast
They are based at Hartford Hospital and Backus
will overfly Simsbury Airport
Hospital in Norwich. Both are capable of speeds
today. Listen to the thunderous
to 155 mph, and are typically ready to
sound that the four 750 hp Pratt &
depart within seven minutes of a call.
Whitney R-1690 Hornet radial
Stop and say hello to the folks
engines make as they
who provide this great
soar overhead.
We are glad to bring back the
service to our
Yankee Clippers to provide us with
community.
another exciting demonstration of
military-style formation flying. The
Clippers are John Doran, a former Navy F-14
Tomcat pilot, flying his RV-4; Scott Jordan, a
former B-1 bomber pilot with his RV-8; Dave Rogers flying his RV-8; and Andy Olech with his RV-7.

M

TODAY’S ATTRACTIONS
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We are proud to
welcome in East Coast
PPG. These aircraft which
actually qualify as an “Ultralight”,
consist of a high tech fabric wing
(parachute) and a harness with a
small, usually 2-stroke motor on the
back ranging in size from 100cc-250cc.
Depending on the weight of the pilot and
the size of the wing, Powered Paraglider setups (also
affectionately known as “Butt Fans”)

Simmons Aviation will offer rides in their
AT-6 World War II trainer. Most cadets
received their advanced training in
airplanes like this. The Texan, as
it was known, has a top speed
of 208 mph, and is powered
can scoot along at up to
by a 600 horsepower Pratt
55mph. Their popularity has
and Whitney Wasp enstarted to increase thanks to
gine, made in
the lower cost of entry into the
East Hartford, CT.
activity and the fact that it’s just plain
See the Event
fun! Winds permitting, East Coast PPG
Map for its
will show you how these amazing aircraft
location.
fly and how easy it is to soar with the birds!
PH

PHOTO CREDIT: PAUL CHAPMAN

We welcome back members of the
Central Connecticut Radio Control
Club to give a demonstration of
aerobatic RC flying during our noontime hour. You’ll be amazed at the
maneuvers these small aircraft can
perform and the piloting skills
that are required. Stop by
their exhibit to see their
aircraft and talk with
their pilots.
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EVENT EXHIBITORS
“31” Totes and Wallets
Future Flyers of CT
43rd Airplane Club
Gifts to Go
99s
Granby High School Robotics Team
Air 1 Flight Training
Hagerty Insurance
American Excellence Garage Doors Ham Radio Operators
Ben and Jerrys
Hop Meadow Country Club
Berkshire Aviation
Interval House
Bloomfield Bicycle
Jaguar Hartford
BMI
John Race Biplane Rides
Canton Jehovah’s Witnesses
Lifestar
Central CT Radio Control Club
Lionel Landing
Cessna
Lularoe Women’s Clothing
Cirrus Aircraft
Mayflower Accupuncture
Comfort Food Truck
Michael Anderson
CT Creamery
Mitchell Auto Group
CT Flight Club
MUFON CT
Cubcrafters
New Country Motors
Doug’s
Creations • Granby 860-653-7228 New England Urgent Care
Avon 860-677-2809
New East
Hartford
860-693-8397
• Torrington 860-482-3423
Coast
PPGs
Olympic Tae Kwan Do
WinstedTeam
Main Office 860-379-7561
FAA Safety
Peoples Products
Winsted Northwestern Regional High School #7 Academic Branch
Farmington Farm Truck
Piper Museum
www.nwcommunitybank.com
Farmington
Valley Equipment
Plymouth Rockin Poppin Kettle Korn
Member FDIC
Member CDARS Equal Housing Lender
Farmington Valley Trails
Council
Porter and Chester
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Pro And Local Detailing
Fried Dough
Protectors of Animals

Your Community –
Your Community Bank

Renewal by Anderson
Sarongs
Simmons Aviation
Skrips Old Soul Restoration
Sportcruiser - US Sport Aviation
State Farm - Agent Curt Smith
Stop and Shop Supermarket
Talcott Mountain Academy & Science Center
The Auto Attic
Thomas Bush - Kitfox
Tower Energy
Town of Simsbury
United Flying Octogenarians (UFO’s)
Valenti Maserati
Valenti Alfa Romeo
Valenti FIAT
Valenti Cadillac
VFW
Avon 860-677-2809 • Granby 860-653-7228
New Hartford
• Torrington 860-482-3423
Villari’s
Martial860-693-8397
Arts
Winsted
Main Office 860-379-7561
Volkswagen
of
Hartford
Winsted Northwestern Regional High School #7 Academic Branch
Waddell and Reed
www.nwcommunitybank.com
Warner Theatre
Member FDIC Member CDARS Equal Housing Lender
WDRC
We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc
Whelen Engineering

Your Community –
Your Community Bank

Your Community –Your Community Bank

Avon 860-677-2809 Granby 860-653-7228 New Hartford 860-693-8397
Torrington 860-482-3423 Winsted Main Office 860-379-7561
Winsted Northwestern Regional High School #7 Academic Branch

www.nwcommunitybank.com
Member FDIC

simsburyflyin.com

Member CDARS

Equal Housing Lender
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8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
9:00 AM - End of Day

Breakfast
AT-6 Rides (Located Center Runway)

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Aircraft & Car Judging

9:00 AM

Powered Paraglider Demo (Winds permitting)

9:30 AM

Seminar: Flying Tiger History & Artifacts

10:40 AM (approx.)

B-17 Flyover

10:45 AM

Seminar: WWII Memories by a B-29 Aviator

11:00 AM

Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Demo

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Lunch

11:50 AM - 1:20 PM

Runway Closed to Arrivals/Departures

11:55 AM

Banner Tow Pickup Demo

12:00 PM

Seminar: Learning to Fly

12:05 PM

LifeStar Helicopter Arrival

12:35 PM

RC Aerobatic Demo

1:00 PM

Gyrocopter Demonstration Flight

1:15 PM

Seminar: JFK Accident Report

1:15 PM
1:20 PM
1:20 PM
1:45 PM

LifeStar Departs
Aircraft Judging Results
Departures Resume
Formation Flying Demo

2:00 PM

SPECIAL THANKS

Air Traffic Controllers - Bradley Int’l Airport
AMP Radio Network - AMPRADIONETWORK.com
Angelo Chirico - Angelo’s On Main Rockledge
Autobon
Boy Scout Troop 175
Civil Air Patrol 169th, 103rd,
Composite and Royal Charter Squadrons
Charlie Luke - Farmington Valley Equipment
EAA Chapters 324, 166 & 1310
Fire Equipment Headquarters
Goulet Printery & The Entire Goulet Family
Harvest Cafe & Bakery
Jim Adams - FAA
John Morici - Biznuzz Internet Solutions
LifeStar
Michael Girard - Simscroft-Echo Farms, Inc.
Microsemi
Muscical Performers - “The Jolly Beggars”
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome
Police - East Granby & Simsbury
Simsbury Volunteer Fire Department
Town of Simsbury - First Selectman Lisa Heavner and
Many Other Town Officials
WDRC - Media Sponsor
Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Team
AND OF COURSE ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!

simsburyflyin.com

Car Judging Results

2017 FLY-IN COMMITTEE
Greg Schaan - Volunteers

Angelo Chirico - Breakfast / Lunch
Phil Freedenburg - UNICOM/Air Boss
Royal Griffin - Logisitics
Brad Griswold - Program/Logistics
Doug Melville - Grounds
Mark Ranstead - Ground Control
Bill Thomas - Marketing/PA
Boy Scout Troop 175 - Parking

Jason Rabeck - Safety
31

DEDICATED TO HELPING BUSINESS ACHIEVE ITS HIGHEST GOALS.

C R O S S I N G T H E AT L A N T I C WA S E A S Y

C O M PA R E D T O N AV I G AT I N G C O N G R E S S .
When “Lucky” Lindy made his transatlantic crossing, he didn’t have to deal with an ocean of congressional
wrangling (maybe that’s why they called him “Lucky”). The prevailing winds blew in his favor. But today,
those winds have changed. Flying for business is more scrutinized than ever. Luckily, there’s NBAA.
We’ve made a home on the Hill, so that our members can make a living in the sky. Because business aviation
enables economic growth. And at NBAA, we enable business aviation.

Join us at nbaa.org/join.
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The Car made by a Shipbuilder
by Bill Thomas

OK, you car buffs, here’s a challenge question for you.
What brand of car was manufactured by a ship builder?
The answer: the Kaiser, which was produced between
1946 and the mid-1950’s. The story is unique, and could
only have happened in the post-World War II1 era.
Henry J. Kaiser was a shipbuilder, with additional investments in the steel and cement businesses.
When World War 2 began, there was an urgent need
for merchant ships, and little production capability
available. Kaiser created a
very unusual - for the time
- method of construction,
which was to build ships in
sections that could eventually be welded together into
the finished product. This
method, now employed in
many industries, allowed the
construction of his so-called
Liberty Ships in record time.

simsburyflyin.com

The shortest time Kaiser ever took to produce one ship
was 4 days and 15 hours. More than 2,700 Liberty Ships
were produced. They were ugly and had a number of
problems, but served the purpose. Kaiser personally
made millions of dollars.
After the war, Kaiser leased the huge Willow Run
plant in Michigan that had previously been used to
manufacture aircraft. He joined forces with Joseph Fraser, a man with extensive automotive experience at GM,
Chrysler, and Willys (the
maker of the Jeep). Together,
they launched Kaiser-Fraser
Motors.
Some of the cars they
created were quite innovative for their time. Their first
product was the Kaiser Special. It had front wheel drive,
which in those days was rare.
(C ontinued next page)
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(Continued from previous page) It had special features
such as dual horns and dual sun visors (Wow!). This
will seem laughable now, but it was claimed to be very
safe because it had a padded dashboard.
Production rose to as many as 90,000 cars in 1949.
The company was profitable. But this was not to last.
Fraser resigned at the end of 1948 when he realized that
thousands of orders from small dealers were bogus.
During the early 1950’s, the company introduced
several new models. Many were produced but not sold,
leaving Kaiser with a huge inventory on hand. One
model that did generate some success was the small

“Henry J”, which sold about 23,000 units. Along with
other small car makers during that era, such as Studebaker and American Motors, the public was losing confidence that if they purchased a vehicle, the company
would remain in business to support them.
During its final years, Kaiser made a number of
moves to shore up their business. They joined forces
with several other small car makers. They began to
produce a few vehicles in Argentina. They sold the Jeep
line to American Motors, which eventually sold Jeep to
Chrysler, where it still remains. Kaiser’s final production
year in America generated only 1,200 cars.
Thus ends the saga of the shipbuilder who made cars.
Which proves, we suppose, that in America, virtually
anything can happen.

Curt Smith, Agent
37 Wintonbury Mall
Bloomfield, CT 06002
Bus: 860-243-3202
curt.smith.nyqn@statefarm.com
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

Achieve Peak Performance
RF to Millimeter Wave

FPGAs, SoCs, MMICs, GaN Power Transistors, Diodes...

www.microsemi.com
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All the Service YOU Need!










Installations
Annual Maintenance
24 / 7 Emergency Service
Oil, Natural Gas, Propane
Equipment
Full Plumbing Service
Well Pump Service
Fuel Oil Delivery
Oil Price Posted On-line Daily!
FREE Estimates

Beacon Mechanical Service is your local
heating, cooling, plumbing and fuel oil
delivery company.
Family owned & operated!
S1-0397099 / P1-203890 / HOD - 0000787
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T

oday we will have the opportunity to see - and hear
- one of the most famous airplanes of all time. It’s
the B-17 “Flying Fortress”. Of the 12,731 that were built
by the Boeing Company for use in World War II, only a
few of these historic aircraft are still flying. One of them
is the Experimental Aircraft Association’s “Aluminum
Overcast”, and it will do a flyby over our show.
In the late 1930’s, when Hitler’s armies were overrunning most of Europe, it became obvious that the U.S.
might soon have to enter the war. We were woefully
underequipped. One of our most pressing needs was
for a long range bomber. After an intense competition
between aircraft manufacturers, Boeing was selected to
build a bomber that was the natural development of several of its earlier aircraft. The new airplane was designated the B-17.
In those days, it was believed that if a bomber could
be equipped with many defensive guns, it could protect
itself from attack. The B-17 had thirteen 50-caliber machine guns. It was, literally, a flying fortress. Sadly, actual
combat experience showed that it was capable of putting
up a stout defense, but far short of enough. Literally
thousands of B-17’s were shot down by German fighter
planes.
Yet it did deliver the largest tonnage of bombs of
any Allied airplane. The “Fort” was used in combat in all
areas of World War II, but most notably in the European
Theatre. It led the strategic bombing campaign, flown
from bases mostly in England, to cripple Nazi industry
and transportation. In that role, the B-17 flew missions
in daylight, while the British Royal Air Force flew night
missions. The combination was a relentless 24 hour per
day campaign that was one of the keys to the Allies winning of the war.
No tougher airplane was ever built. Many B-17’s
brought their crews back to base in spite of major damage that no other airplane could have survived. The B-17
flew at altitudes above 25,000 feet, where the temperature
was often minus 30 degrees, and the wind poured in
through open gun windows.

simsburyflyin.com

Oxygen masks were required. To say the least, flight in
the Fort was uncomfortable. But airmen loved it.
In its era, the Fortress was a huge airplane. Its wingspan was 104 feet, and it weighed 54,000 pounds fully
loaded. The B-17 had a crew of ten, with a range of 2,000
miles. Its maximum speed was 287 mph. By contrast,
today’s Boeing 777 has a span of 199 feet and weighs
656,000 pounds at takeoff. How things have changed!
As this famous aircraft passes overhead, listen to the
sound of its four 1,200 hp Wright Cyclone engines. It’s a
sound you don’t often hear. Our thanks to the EAA for
keeping this rare aircraft alive and well, and for arranging
this flyby.
This magnificent airplane tours the country, and offers
ground tours and rides from airports where it lands.
Call 800-359-6217 or visit https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/
flight-experiences/aluminum-overcast-eaa-b-17-bombertour to book your flight today!
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Your Time.
Your Mission.
Our Passion.

SALES AND SUPPORT OF BUSINESS
AND PERSONAL AIRCRAFT

Your

TRUSTED
AVIATION
RESOURCE
For OVER

35 YEARS
Ken Dono
Aircraft Sales Manager
kdono@columbiaaircraftsales.com
Clay Hammond
Piper Program Manager
chammond@columbiaaircraftsales.com
800-575-5001
www.columbiaaircraftsales.com
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How 007 Travels in Style

t looks like a helicopter, but it isn’t. It might seem like
something new, yet its basic principles date back to the
years before World War II. The famous aviatrix Amelia
Earhart flew one across the US in 1930. It goes by various
names: gyrocopter, gyroplane, or autogyro.
Today, you’ll see a flight demonstration by one of
these unusual aircraft. We know you’ll be impressed. As
you’ll see at first glance, its most prominent feature is a
large rotor blade that indeed makes it look like a helicopter. But look closer. Unlike a helicopter, it has no small
tail rotor. It has small wings, and an engine that faces aft,
driving a standard airplane propeller.
The engine in a helicopter powers its rotor blades.
In a gyroplane, the rotor is not powered at all, but is free
to turn with the forward motion of the aircraft, just as a
pinwheel spins when a child holds it into the wind. The
spinning rotor then provides lift, enabling the aircraft
to fly. As you’ll see, a gyrocopter can take off and land
in very short distances, though not quite as short as a
helicopter.
Our demonstration today is by Barry Maggio, the
owner of an Apollo AG-1 gyrocopter. Barry bases his
aircraft at the Ellilngton, Airport. His Apollo has a 100

hp Rotax engine that can take it to a cruising speed of 99
mph. Its stalling speed is just 19 mph. That’s far slower
than the average standard airplane. As you will see, the
gyro is quite maneuverable, too. Though most gyroplanes are used for pleasure flying, its slow speed and
controllability also make it ideal for inspection of power
lines and pipelines, and for some kinds of police work.
Thanks to Barry for demonstrating this very unusual
aircraft.

CELEBRATING 87 YEARS OF
PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE

Thank you for your loyalty, trust and commitment
Commercial and Residential Recycling and Rubbish
Removal
Open Top Containers for Construction Projects and
Household Clean-outs

“BECAUSE SERVICE MATTERS”

office@painesinc.com www.painesinc.com
(860) 844-3000
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SURPRISE ENCOUNTER
Reprinted with permission from the
May 2017 issue of AOPA Pilot magazine

T

here wasn’t a cloud in the sky, visibility was unlimited, and there was only a light breeze. A good day for
some local sightseeing in my Zenith 601 XLB, I thought.
After takeoff, I flew west for a while, and then decided to
land at a small airport about 15 miles to the south. Nothing of interest was happening there, so I headed home. I
had flown that route hundreds of times. It crosses under
the ILS approach to Bradley’s Runway 6, so I usually
contact Bradley Approach for flight following. When I
tuned approach, there was no chatter on that frequency.
Not much traffic today, I thought. It seemed unnecessary
to talk with approach, so I just continued to monitor the
frequency while I motored north. Silence.
The Class C cut-out for Simsbury Airport faces to
the west. The usual procedure is to fly well to the west of
Simsbury, turn eastward into the cut-out, and then enter
the traffic pattern. That was my plan. I made the turn
eastbound, which put me on a left crosswind for Simsbury’s Runway 21. At the same time, I changed frequency
from approach to the common traffic advisory frequency. Descending to the pattern altitude of 1,200 feet msl,
I slowed to 90 mph and announced that I was on crosswind.
At that moment, my peripheral vision caught sight of
a large airplane passing close by my right side. I looked
in that direction and was amazed to see a Boeing 737. It
had come from behind
me and was flying parallel to my flight path,
perhaps one-half mile
away horizontally, and
600 feet above. Its flaps
and gear were down.
This was by far the closest I had ever been to
an airliner in flight.
But it had passed me.
Probably landing at
Bradley. No danger,
I thought. My focus
turned back to the
landing ahead.
Seconds later,
(Continued on page 43)
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Non-sale Purchase
of $999 or More.*

*Original coupon must be presented. Non-sale materials
only. Prior sales excluded. Does not apply to remnants.
Not to be combined with other offers. Exp. 12-31-17

Windsor 860-298-0070
Simsbury 860-651-8406

www.action-carpet.com
www.facebook.com/ActionCarpet
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STELLAR AVIONICS SERVICES, LLC
STELLAR

AVIONICS

Chester Airport (KSCN)
Chester, CT 06412
FAA Approved CRS #YZSR344Y
stellaravionics@gmail.com
860-322-4244

Dealerships:

Services Offered:

• Repairs
• Installations
• VFR/IFR
Biennials
• Autopilot
• New/Used
Equipment
Sales/Service
• ADS-B Solutions
for Jan 2020 Mandate

Archer III

Caravan

• Aspen
• Avidyne
• Century
• Garmin
• Honeywell/
Bendix-King
• Insight
• JP Instruments
• L-3
• PS Engineering
• S-TEC/Genesys
• Whelen

Seneca V
Maxwell Moosington's
Flight of Maine
A Bedtime Poem
By Renee Granata
Illustrated by Chrissy Kryszat
Gift Set Available
maxwellmoosington@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/maxwellmoosington
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(Surprise Encounter - Continued from Page 40) without
warning, my airplane rolled almost fully inverted. The
view through my canopy was suddenly changed from
blue sky to green and brown, except for a small patch of
blue off in the upper right corner of my vision. It took a
moment to realize I was upside down! I had been flipped
inverted far faster than my airplane was capable of rolling on its own.
A friend who had been an Air Force jet instructor-pilot had given me several hours of introduction
to mild aerobatics, and his mantra had been, “If the
airplane is upset, or you are disoriented, roll toward the
blue.” I can’t claim to have consciously remembered my
friend’s words, but they must have been at work somewhere in the back of my mind, because that’s what I did.
I rolled toward that small patch of blue, and found myself upright again. After a moment to regain my wits, my
thought was, That was wake turbulence! A good thing
I’m out of it now. Wrong.
Suddenly I was hit again, this time being rolled 90
degrees in the opposite direction. That attitude was not
as extreme, so recovery was easier. My next thought was
I didn’t know it could hit twice. But now I’m out of it.
Wrong again, because almost immediately I was hit
a third time, a severe blow from directly above—as if my
airplane had been smashed downward by some gigantic
hammer. My head hit the canopy in spite of my shoulder
harness. My headset flew off; charts and iPad and dust
scattered about the cockpit. I was dazed, but conscious.
When my head cleared, the first thing I noticed was my
altimeter. It showed 800 feet. I had lost 400 feet in a split
second.
As soon as I landed, I filed a report with the Aviation
Safety Reporting System. NASA’s response was prompt.
An investigator called and talked me through the encounter in depth. I was invited to a two-hour debriefing
with our local ATC staff, including a review of the radar
tapes of the encounter. I learned that ATC had cleared
the airliner for a visual approach. That gave its pilot
authorization to fly to Bradley International on his own
navigation. The 737 chose a route that crossed just to the
south of my airport’s traffic pattern, and 600 feet higher.
ATC had pointed out my airplane to the airliner, which
acknowledged it had me in sight. I heard none of those
transmissions because I had by then changed frequencies
to the Simsbury CTAF.
During the ATC debriefing, I was assured that both
the airliner and I had followed proper procedures. That
was nice to know, but an unsafe incident had happened
anyway. With no awareness that the 737 was approaching me from behind, I found myself in the exposed posimsburyflyin.com

sition we are all taught to avoid. Even if I had somehow
been warned of the airliner’s approach, I was low and
slow, with virtually no time or space for evasive action.
I’m left with no explanation of how this episode might
have been avoided. That’s uncomfortable.
This situation involved a rare combination of circumstances that aren’t likely to occur often. Most wake
situations are avoidable simply by following procedures.
But it does teach important lessons. For those who have
never experienced wake turbulence, I hope this story
encourages you to take seriously the procedures for
wake avoidance. I was, by chance, in the wrong place at
the wrong time. I was lucky that my airplane stayed in
one piece, that I wasn’t knocked unconscious, and that I
recovered from the upset. You might not be so lucky.
If the worst happens, and you do get into a wake,
your best protection is to know how to recover. Some
flight schools offer upset training. I urge you to get that
training, or get some training in aerobatics. You’ll have a
greater chance of surviving because you will know what
an upset feels and looks like, and how to recover. Finally,
use flight following any time you are in an area where
large aircraft operate. That didn’t provide wake avoidance
for me, but it might for you.
Bill Thomas is an instrument-rated private pilot who
completed two homebuilt airplanes and helped to restore
a B–29.
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SIMSBURY AIRPORT Q&A
Q: Does the town own the airport?
A: No, the airport is actually owned by a private individual and leased by the Simsbury Flying Club. The Simsbury
Flying club operates the airport for public use (that means
anyone/everyone can land and take off here including
groups that serve the community like the CT State Police
and the Civil Air Patrol).

Q: How does the airport cover its expenses?
A: We run a very lean operation. The airport actually has
no employees. Everyone on the board and even the airport
manager are volunteers and receive no compensation. We
raise money through fuel sales, fees for aircraft spaces (on
the grass and in hangars) but the single largest part of our
income comes from the Fly-In & Car Show.
Q: Can I learn to fly at Simsbury?
A: Absolutely! We have a top notch flight school on premisise with some really great instructors! We’d encourage you
to visit their booth here at the Fly-In to learn more! (Future
Flyers of Connecticut)
Q: About how long does it take and how much does it cost
to get a pilot’s license?
A: There are different types of licenses, but the most common is the Private Pilot rating. You need a minimum of 40
hours of flight time (there are more specific requirements
of how that breaks down) but most people finish between
50-70 hours. The more often you fly, the less hours you’ll
likely need to be ready to take your final checkride. As to
cost, that depends on the amount of hours you fly but $9$10K is probably not too far off.
Q: Do you charge planes to land here?
A: Nope! We want to make it as easy as possible for people
to come from all over and visit Simsbury, frequent local
businesses and just plain feel welcome! We ask for a modest
$5 donation per night if a plane stays multiple days.
Q: I see that you have a different type of fuel for sale. Why
do piston aircraft have different fuel?
A: Aircraft fuel is a higher octane and contains additives
that prevent “knocking”. Knocking is the pre-ignition of
fuel as the cylinder is still compressing the mixture before
the spark ignites it. Knocking can cause engine damage and
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failure, which in a plane, is really bad. (It’s much harder
to pull over at 10,000 ft) As such, we use a special fuel in
aircraft. The type of fuel that we have CANNOT be used
or dispensed into roadgoing vehicles. The Clean Air Act of
1996 mandates that it may only be used in aircraft, racing
cars, farm equipment, and marine engines. (In fact, if used
in a motor with a catalytic converter (i.e. any modern car),
it would damage it.)
Q: Does Simsbury Airport have a control tower?
A: We’re what’s known as an untowered airport. There’s
no one telling the planes what specifically to do. In fact,
most airports in the U.S. operate in this fashion. There are
proceedures and guidelines that all pilots follow to operate
safely in this environment. We all share a common frequency and announce where we are in the traffic pattern.
By doing this we can easily coordinate our movements and
maintain safe distances between aircraft.
Q: I’d like to come out and do (insert activity here) on the
airport grounds, how do I go about getting permission?
A: We’re happy to help however we can, just give the airport
manager a call at 860-459-1575.
Q: I got a drone for my birthday/Christmas/anniversary,
do I need a license to fly it?
A: If you’re not flying it for compensation or flying the
drone in furtherance of a business, you don’t need a license.
That said, if you’re flying it within 5 miles of an airport,
you still need to contact the airport manager to advise
them of your intended flight, its path and details. Many
flight schools also offer classes to help familiarize you with
things such as the types of airspace, communications and
many other things relating to drone piloting. It’s definitely a
worthwhile thing to do to help you become a pro.
Q: I’d like to get more involved with the airport but don’t
have a pilot’s license or a plane. Are there any ways I can
get more involved?
A: Absolutely! We offer things such as a social membership for $75 a year which is a great way to get started with
the aviaition community. We also offer a full membership
which grants you voting rights and the ability to run for
office for $315 a year. There are also organizations at the
airport like EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association)
Chapter 324 who meet on the first Wednesday of every
month. They hold BYOB (Bring your own burger) cookouts
at the white hangars on the east side starting around 6pm
in the Summer months.
Q: Is the airport open 24/7?
A: Yup! (Continued on page 47)
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(Continued from page 44)
Q: Are there any charter flights out of Simsbury?
A: While there is no regularly scheduled service, several
companies offer charter flights originating in Simsbury. You
may wish to try Chester Charter (www.chester-charter.com)
or Air New England (www.airnewe.com). It’s less than 45
minutes to Block Island from Simsbury!
Q: An airport seems like kinda a niche thing; what does it
actually do for the residents of Simsbury?
A: A ton! An airport is a portal where people from outside
the normal town arrive. They stay at local hotels, they eat
at local restaurants, frequent local stores. Basically it’s a
gateway to allow people from outside the area spend money
supporting local businesses. In addition, Simsbury Airport
is home to three other businesses and serves as a transportation hub for several businesses that need to travel in/
out of the Simsbury area. Also,
as mentioned before, since
Simsbury Airport is owned by
a private individual, taxes are
paid on over 100 acres of land.
All the while preserving open
space, putting no burden on
the local school system and
serving as a home to countless
forms of birds, insects and other
wildlife. Also, the flight school
has trained hundreds of future
pilots; many of which use that
training to springboard off to
successful careers as pilots in
the U.S. Military or as commercial pilots for the major
airlines! And don’t forget that
this airport is available (and has
been used) by organizations
like the CT State Police and
Civil Air Patrol for training!
All of this doesn’t cost the town
of Simsbury or it’s residents a
single dime!

ter there may be a one time $150 assessment for plowing
but that doesn’t happen often.
Q: Can I build a hangar at the airport for myself?
A: Absolutely! You can contact the airport manager, Brad
Griswold, for more details at 860-459-1575. The airport
board is very favorable to additional hangars. You can think
of the airport a bit like a condo complex. Once you build
a hangar, you would pay whatever the hangar fee is (i.e.
MUCH less than if you were to rent a hangar). You could
then later sell that hangar to someone else and they would
pay that low hangar fee. If you build a large hangar and
want to rent out hangar space, the airport board is happy to
work with you to make that happen as well!
Q: How do I turn on the runway lights?
A: It’s five... slow... and... methodical... clicks on CTAF.

Q: I’m a pilot and I’m interested
in basing my plane at Simsbury,
what do you charge?
A: Tie-down spots are $84 a
month. Hangars are actually
owned by individuals but if you
were to buy one of them, it costs
$130 a month in the white fabric hangars and $165 a month
in the metal hangars. (Both pay
for their own heat/electricity/
insurance.) Every few years if
it’s been an especially bad winsimsburyflyin.com
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The best seat in our house…
is waiting for you
at McLean.
Nestled on our 120-acre wooded campus, The Village at McLean
offers a private setting to live a carefree lifestyle. Enjoy a
beautifully appointed home, maintenance-free living, gourmet
dining and a welcoming community of friends. Plus, take
comfort in knowing future care is right up the path.

It’s all for you at McLean.
VILLAS • APARTMENTS • COTTAGES

McLean is a not-for-profit Life Plan community in Simsbury,
CT offering a continuum of services including independent
living, assisted living, enhanced assisted living and memory care,
an adult day program, short-and long-term skilled nursing,
outpatient rehabilitation and wellness,
post-acute care, and home care and hospice.

Call us to arrange a personal visit.

860-658-3786

www.TheNewMcLeanVillage.org | 75 Great Pond Road | Simsbury, CT 06070

Univair Parts For Classic Aircraft
Since 1946, we have been filling the parts needs of the classic, vintage, homebuilder, and other general
aviation enthusiasts with quality factory original and FAA/PMA approved products.
Providing parts support for many fine classic
aircraft including:
• Aeronca
• Champion
• Bellanca
• Citabria
• Decathlon

• Scout
• Ercoupe
• Luscombe
• Taylorcraft
• Stinson 108 Series

• Cessna 120, 140, 140A,
150, 152, 170, 172, 180,
182, and 185
• Piper J3 thru PA-22 and
PA-25

Univair carries an extensive line of fine distributor items:
• Cleveland, Goodrich, and Goodyear
wheels and brakes
• Speciality tires
• Concorde Batteries
• Engine parts for Continental, Lycoming,
and Franklin engines

Toll Free Sales: 1-888-433-5433

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

2500 Himalaya Road • Aurora, Colorado • 80011-8156
Info Phone ..........................................303-375-8882
Fax .......................... 800-457-7811 or 303-375-8888
Email .............................................. info@univair.com
Website ..........................................www.univair.com

• Ceconite fabric
• Randolph and Poly-Fiber finishes
• Scott tailwheel parts
• Champion spark plugs
• AirMaze and Brackett air filters
• Whelen lights and more!

FREE CATALOG
Visit our website to
order your free Univair
catalog. Foreign orders
pay postage.

ALL MERCHANDISE IS SOLD F.O.B., AURORA, CO • PRICE AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • 7-14-17
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I

have a confession to make. Years ago I was guilty of
egregious travel sins. When you looked around the
airport and saw that one person lugging the largest
suitcase known to mankind behind them and quietly
wondered, “Who is that person.” Alas, I am ashamed
to admit, that was me. My huge Pelican hard case
went with me whenever I traveresed this or another
country. Inside that case were smaller cases divided up
with various kits such as first aid, electronics, toiletries
in their own smaller hard cases. It was a monument
to organization, and to overkill. As time wore on, I
of course grew older, but also wiser. In the dozen or
so years since my travel obsession started, I got just
a litle bit more tired carrying heavy suitcases or my
back ached just a bit more from tossing yet another
hard case into the back of a rental car. Flash forward
to today and whenever I travel for a couple weeks in
a foreign country, you’ll often find me with nothing
more than a small backpack. Clearly I’ve economized,
yet, there’s one item which in the past year has found
it’s way into this most closely guarded of luggage spaces; a drone.
I’ve long since shed the large DSLRs and heavy video cameras for a high quality point and shoot, a phone
and a GoPro, but a drone gives you access to photos
and videos which simply aren’t possible any other way.
Now, I’m sure you’re picturing the stereotypical white
four propeller drone that is anything but portable. Well
wipe that image from your head; that’s old news. In the
past couple years the advancements in size and capability of drones has advanced so much, that the drones
you can pack now, could quite easily fit in a large
fanny pack.
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Now, if you haven’t flown a drone before and were
thinking of getting one, do not spend more than $100
on your first drone. You will crash it. I can promise you
with near certainty that you will be distracted by your
kids or your dog or by your smartphone buzzing, you’ll
lose concentration and the next sounds you will hear is
a horrifying *THUD* *BZZZZRRTTT* *CRASH*. It’s
much less painful to know you’ve caused only $70 of
damage to your new drone than say $1,000.
As far as budget drones go, you won’t find much in
the way of “brand names” here but there are a couple
manufacturers who generally churn out decent beginner drones. One of which is Syma who has a wide
variety of drones in the $40-$70 range. Replacement
parts are readily available and speaking from experience, they bounce off stuff relatively unscathed. That
said, if you want to do a bit of an upgrade, think about
taking a look at the UDI U818A HD+. It has a lot of
the same features as it’s brand
name bigger brothers (albeith
with a lot less
polish), but
still has enough
battery power,
speed and agility to
let you practice maneuvers. It’s somewhat
packable at a little over 13 inches square by 3 inches
high (plus controller) but let’s be honest,
you’re buying this before your trip to
practice so you can think about
buying the bigger drone.
(Continued next page)
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(Continued from page 49)
Ok, so you’ve gotten all the crashes out of your system
and you’re looking to make an investment and step
up. Depending on your budget and purpose, there are
a couple options. If you’re looking to take some selfies of yourself at a beach/resort, plan on keeping the
drone within about 50-100 feet and want the ultimate
in portability, your best bet is going to be a drone
called “Hover” (www.gethover.com). It’s blades are fully
enclosed meaning that they won’t be chopping anyones
fingers off or poking any eyes out. It’s real advantage
here is size as folded up it’s about the size of a VHS
tape, or in case you don’t remember those, a bit smaller
than a smaller hardcover
book at the supermarket, or in case you
don’t know what
that is, how are
you reading this?
The camera quality is so-so. Perfectly acceptable for capturing vacation
memories but National Geographic won’t be knocking
down your door anytime soon. Additionally, it’s
limited range and inability to handle anything more
than light breezes will restrict your usage a bit. At
$499, it’s definitely beyond the realm of a simple
inexpensive toy. Now it’s a really expensive toy...
If you’ve got even more money to spend and fancy
yourself the next great nature photographer or are trying to book a videographer gig with the Travel Channel, there are two good options that are still extremely
portable. The first is a new drone from DJI called
“Spark” (www.dji.com). You
can get a WiFi (phone) controlled version for $499. It’s
camera is definitely more
capable than the Hover and
can withstand significantly
higher winds, but if you’re
going to go into the realm
of the higher end drones,
you’d get the $699 package
with a remote that lets you
take it out to 1.3 miles...

simsburyflyin.com

It’s at this point that I would say, if you’re spending
$699, just say the heck with it and get the DJI Mavic
Pro at $999.
The DJI Mavic Pro (www.dji.com) is a drone that
actually folds up into an incredibly compact package.
Even the remote folds! At $999 you have a drone capable of flying out to about 7km (most countries require
you to be able see the drone at all times while you’re
operating it - seeing through it’s camera on your phone
doesn’t count). If you can see you’re drone at 7km out,
please call the Justice League or the Avengers, I hear
they are accepting applications for the next movie
franchise. This is the drone that I’ve carted all over the
world; from the
deep fjords of
New Zealand’s
(aptly named)
Fjordland
National Park
to the snowcapped peaks
and glaciers in the most remote reaches of Iceland to
the tropical jungles and mountains of Hawaii. Soeaking from experience, this drone will handle reasonably
high winds (15-25mph, although I’d recommend not
flying it in anything over 15mph), has a top speed of
about 40mph and whose camera quality would catch
the attention of serious videographers and photographers. With the remote and battery it’s right around
2 lbs. Folded up it’s about 3.27 inches wide and 7.8
inches long; small enough to put in a (really big) cargo
pocket. (Contined next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
As it’s worth mentioning, there is also the GoPro
Karma (www.gopro.com; $599-$1099). If you’re really
into the GoPro ecosystem it may be worth considering
but frankly it’s size (much larger) and less impressive
feature set exclude it from being seriously considered
as a good travel drone. I will give this as a fair warning
though; speaking from experience, GoPro’s customer
service is great. DJI’s customer service is attrocious.
Despite this fact, their actual product is so much better,
that I still (reluctantly) recommend their drones above
anything else on the market.
When you get into the range of drones like the DJI
Spark and DJI Mavic Pro, they start to have sensors
on them that will give them obstacle avoidance capabilities. That said, these sensors can prevent you from
having an accident, they will not however, prevent you
from being stupid. Remember, whenever you’re flying a
drone, it should have your full and undivided attention.
Even at only 2 lbs, the Mavic could cause a fair amount
of damage. Imagine a big 2 lb weight flying at your
head at 40 mph. Your day would probably not end the
way you would hope.
Beyond that, especially as you get into larger
drones, it’s your responsibility to make sure you’re
operating them safely. If you’re operating recreationally,
within 5 miles of any airport, it’s your responsibility

52

to contact the airport(s) and provide them details of
when/where you’ll be operating your drone. Pilots
of manned aircraft have a hard enough time seeing
other aircraft in the sky. Speaking from experience,
spotting a drone in the air is a downright impossible
task. That is why it’s so important that you adhere to
the FAA regulations of operating the drone at 400ft
above the ground or lower. Regular manned aircraft
will operate as low as 500 feet above the ground when
flying from point to point. When near an airport taking off or landing, obviously that will be signfiicantly
lower. If an airplane and drone colide, the worst thing
that could happen to the drone is it gets destroyed.
The worst thing that could happen to the plane is its
occupants die. It drives home the point that where
we operate drones can have serious consequences.
On the Android and Apple app stores is a free app
from the FAA called B4UFLY (I’m sure someone in
the government thought that sounded really “hip”).
It will help you know if you’re in an area that requires
airport notification or are in an otherwise restricted
area.
As for bringing a drone on flights and bringing
internationally, remember that you should carry on
your drone. As they use lithium ion batteries, it’s important that they be brought into the cabin and not
checked. An inflight fire due to a lithium ion battery
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catching fire in the hold could be catestrophic. TSA
will likely need it in its own bin for screening but in all
the times I’ve flown with it, no one has given me any
issues about the drone. The same can be said for the
customs of the countries I’ve visited. All didn’t pay any
attention to it but you should check the local regulations/laws of wherever you’re visiting.
Now that you’ve got a drone, don’t forget to be a
good representative of the drone community. If you’re
in a park or other public place, remember to operate
it away from anyone not directly involved in flying the
drone and ask permission from whomever owns/controls that area whenever possible. People are usually
happy to grant permission but it’s important to ask.
The reason you see the “No Drones” signs at a lot of
public places is that enough people were inconsiderate and decided to buzz other people and generally be
annoying. Don’t be annoying.
Drones can be an amazing tool to capture amazing
views/memories when you travel. Once you’ve gotten
to use them, no matter how light you try and pack,

you’ll always be tossing out the extra sweater or odd
pair of socks to make room for your new eye in the
sky. Now please excuse me while I balance my need for
extra underwear vs an extra battery for my drone.

CARL BROWN
HYPNOSIS

Are your habits leaving you frustrated? Trying
to quit smoking , loose weight or break other
habits can be a frustrating journey. Do you
want to stop procrastinating , stop being late,
start finishing what you started. Carl can help
you break old patterns, freeing you to focus
on enjoying the rest of your life!
carl@carlbrownhypnosis.com

860-309-9004

“Powering Through Diverse Construction Projects With Integrity…..”
US Builders Review 2014
161 Storrs Road, Mansfield Center, CT 06250 860-456-3221
WWW.ZLOTNICKCONSTRUCTION.COM
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER/ DAS CERTIFIED “SBE”
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Service, Accessories and Original Parts
for BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Porsche
Servicing All other European Marques

The Professional Car Care Experts
Jeff Welch

P: (860) 693-6383
F: (860) 693-4167

274 Albany Turnpike (Rte. 44)
Canton, CT 06019
theeurocar@aol.com
jeffrey.welch6@gmail.com

www.theeuropeancar.com

LIVING UP TO

those who turn
a house into a home
with home improvement financing
tailered to fit your plans.
Act now and get a

HOME EQUITY RATE

as low as1

3.99%

For solutions responsive to your needs, visit

www.WebsterBank.com

This is a variable rate product and rates are subject to change without notice. The final rate will be determined based on credit qualifications, loan amount, combined loan to value, state where property is located, and a Webster banking relationship. The
maximum Annual Percentage Rate (APR) that can apply is 21%. No closing costs for home equity lines of credit up to $500,000 tha t are secured by 1-4 family, owner-occupied residences. There are no fees or costs retained by Webster Bank, but for certain
loans a Structural Engineering Assessment Report may be required and the borrower would be required to pay for this report as part of the loan process. Hazard insurance is required. Flood insurance is required, if applicable. Certain prepayment penalties may
apply if the line is closed within the first three years. Lines over $500,000 are considered on a case-by-case basis. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Contact a Webster banker for more information or if you have questions.

1

The Webster symbol is a registered trademark in the U.S. Webster Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender
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(Continued from page 5)
experience for our spectators. You are likely to see
very old car brands that are
no longer manufactured,
such as Studebaker, DeSoto, or Stanley Steamers. Or
muscle cars, hot rods, old
ambulances and trucks,
ex-military vehicles, as well
as million-dollar Ferraris
and other exotic modern
types. Ours is one of the
best car shows around.
We faced a special challenge with our 2001 show.
That was the year of the
infamous 9/11 terrorist
attacks. The FAA virtually
shut down aviation activities. It appeared our event
would have to be cancelled.
Fortunately for us, the FAA
re-opened the airways just
a few days before the FlyIn was scheduled. We were
grateful for the chance to
show general aviation to the
public at a time when aviation itself was threatened.
Our show has grown and
prospered over the years.
We are the largest event
of its kind in New England. We annually attract
over 10,000 spectators. As
many as 150 businesses are
Sponsors, advertisers, and
exhibitors. We’ve become a
great venue for advertising
their products. Display cars
and airplanes come from as
far away as Florida, Maine,
and points far west. We are
featured on many websites
and in print publications.
Our show is often broadcast
“live” on local TV and FM.
Nationally renowned speakers provide our spectators
simsburyairport.com

with free seminars on topics of interest.
We could not succeed without the help of well over 100
volunteers. Many of them are not otherwise associated
with aviation or autos: they help because it’s a fun way
to spend a Fall day, and to assist in keeping Simsbury
Airport alive and well. Our hats are off to them.
Organizing this event is a
year-long effort. We love
aviation (and cars, too!)
and want to share that
enjoyment with others. At
a very practical level, this
show is a major source of
revenue that keeps Simsbury Airport alive. We
receive no financial support
from local, state, or Federal
governments. All of us are
volunteers. None receive
salaries. We may be the
only airport in the country
that is operated by volunteers for the benefit of the
public. Our revenues come
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from fees we charge pilots who are based here, from
sale of aviation fuel, from renting space in our buildings, and from the Fly-In and Car Show.
We’re very proud of our long history. Thanks to your
support, we expect to be in operation for many years to
come. See you next year!
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98 YEAR OLD PILOT FLIES AGAIN
AT SIMSBURY AIRPORT

T

he smiling gentleman you see here is Bob Begley, age
98, after returning from a flight at Simsbury Airport
on August 11. Bob served in World War II as part of
the 23rd Fighter Squadron, the successor to the famous
Flying Tigers. He was a Chief Master Sergeant, with
responsibility for arming P-40 and P-51 fighter planes
that fought the Japanese in China and other parts of the
Far East. That group compiled an outstanding war record.
They shot down 621 enemy aircraft, and damaged another 350 on the ground. In addition, they sank 131.000
tons of Japanese shipping. Thirty two pilots from the
23rd became Aces by shooting down at least five enemy
airplanes.
Bob had always wanted to be a pilot. After the war,
when he returned to Connecticut, he earned his private
pilot’s license here at Simsbury Airport. He continued to
fly for many years. Eventually, age forced his retirement
from active flying. His last flight, prior to August 11, was
twenty years ago.
Bob lives at McLean in Simsbury. He has continued
to talk about, and read about, airplanes and flying. So
his family made the decision to get him back in the air
again. His August flight was witnessed by a large number
of family members and well-wishers, in addition to the
broadcast and print media. The story of his flight was a
front page story for the Hartford Courant. Several local
TV stations featured in-flight video of the event. Yes, Bob
himself piloted the airplane for much of the flight.
After landing, Bob looked at the crowd and asked,
with a twinkle in his eye, “What’s going on? A political
rally?” The official pilot for his flight, Patrick O’Connor,
joked that he was able to take a nap while Bob was flying.
Asked if this would be his last flight, Bob shook his head.
“Maybe I’ll do it again when I’m 99”, he said.
We hope so.
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SIMSBURY AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
We are fortunate to have Simsbury Aircraft Maintenance
as our repair facility. Owner Pete Trabold’s many years of
experience, along with his IA rating, offer his
customers the full range of quality aircraft repair services.
Pete can perform everything from annuals to engine
overhauls at very reasonable prices. He specializes in
magneto repairs, with aircraft owners often noting how
much smoother their engines run after Pete has done his
magic. Owner assisted annual inspections are welcome.
Pete also is glad to work on experimental and homebuilt
airplanes. Aircraft pickup and delivery service is available,
as are pre-buy inspections. Pete has the added experience
that comes with Commercial Helicopter and Commercial
multi-engine ratings.
Contact Pete at 413-770-5021.
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CAR CURIOSITIES
Adolf Hitler ordered Ferdinand Porsche to manufacture a Volkswagen, which literally means ‘People’s Car’
in German. This car went on to become the
Volkswagen Beetle.
The Lamborghini Veneno (Italian for “venom”) is a
limited edition supercar that boasts staggering power—its 740 horsepower engine can produce a top
speed of 220.5 mph. According to the manufacturer,
this lowslung beast can accelerate to 62 mph in 2.9
seconds. The privilege of owning the Veneno comes
with a shocking price tag - an astonishing $4.5 million.
Lamborghini is only producing nine of the cars, which
are sure to be squabbled over by all manner of oil-rich
sheiks and tycoons of industry.
If you’re under 40, you or one of your pals likely had
a Cozy Coupe. Manufactured by American toymaker
Little Tikes, these plastic, red-and-yellow cars have
proven enormously popular since their introduction
in 1979. Described as a cross between a “Volkswagen
Beetle and a Fred Flintstone car,” the Coupe is powered by a toddler’s own feet. For many years, the Cozy
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Coupe was the bestselling car in America, outselling
such perennially popular models as the Ford F-Series
pickup and the Honda Accord. In 2008 alone, a year
before the car’s 30th anniversary, 457,000 Cozy Coupes
were sold.
One axiom often bandied about is that flying is the
safest way to travel. When a plane crashes, the loss
of life can be catastrophic, but millions of flights go
off without a hitch. MIT statistics professor Arnold
Barnett reports that the risk of dying on a flight in
the United States is one in 45 million. In other words,
statistically speaking, you can fly every day for 123,000
years before encountering a crash.
A Greek taxi driver has the highest recorded mileage to
date (2.9 million miles) on a Mercedes. He donated his
car to the museum, and he was gifted a new car.
Residents of Churchill, Canada, leave their cars unlocked to offer an escape for pedestrians who might
encounter polar bears on Main Street.
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The ignition on all Porsches is located on the left side
of the wheel. This is because back when Porsche was
primarily a racing team, the driver could save a fraction of a second by starting the car with his left hand,
while simultaneously switching the car into gear with
his right hand.
The George N. Pierce Co. Of Buffalo, who made the
Pierce Arrow, also made iceboxes and cages for birds
and squirrels.
The world’s longest traffic hold-up was between Paris
and Lyon on the French AutoRoute in 1980. It was
about 110 miles long.

It’s a whole new game.
If you haven’t looked at Hop Meadow CC lately, you should look
again. From our newly renovated clubhouse to big changes on the golf
course, there’s a new energy at Hop. We are family friendly with terrific
programs for kids and juniors. Our adult leagues and activities make it
easy to make new and lasting friendships.
Stop by and take a look. We’ve got some enticing new member
incentives you won’t want to miss. Call Danielle today and see if a
summer filled with golf, tennis and swimming is right for
your family.
Please contact Danielle Hermanowski, Director of Member Relations & Sales
at dhermanowski@hopmeadowcc.net or call (860) 217-9542
Hopmeadow_Ad_6.5x6-Color.indd
simsburyflyin.com
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