


We want to make it right again. 
Call us. (800) 276 5208  Avemco.com 
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FARMINGTON VALLEY EQUIPMENT 
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT EAA AND THE SIMSBURY FLY-IN 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

Ask about the John Deere – EAA Partner Program! 
 

 
 

242 Colt Highway, Route 6 
Farmington, CT 06032 

860-678-7288   www.fve.info  charlie@fve.biz 
Open Monday – Friday 7:30 – 5:30  Saturday 7:30 – 3:00 
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Seminars
We are pleased to offer this presentation by FAA controllers from nearby Bradley Airport.  If 
you fly in this area, or if you are simply interested in learning what controllers do, you’ll want 
to attend.  The session will focus on in-flight  communications and offer safety tips.  Opportu-
nity for Q and A.

10:00
Air Traffic Controller Seminar - Communications and SafeTY

VENUE   A

Our friends from Stellar Avionics will offer their knowledge about the new ADS-B technol-
ogy that will be required for most aircraft by 2020.  What is ADS-B, how does it work, and 
what are the choices and costs for installation on an aircraft?  This  will interest anyone who 
wants an update on the FAA’s new air traffic system, or who owns an aircraft. 

 

11:30
THE   ADS-B   REQUIREMENT  STELLAR  AVIONICS  &  GARMIN

P&W is one of the world’s most iconic aviation companies, headquartered in East Hartford.  
Mark Sullivan, formerly its manager of communications, will offer a fascinating description 
of  how the  company was founded, risked everything to grow, and was decisive in winning 
World War 2.   It affected the lives and fortunes of many Connecticut residents.  A great local 
- and national - story presented by someone who knew many  of  the key P&W players.

  

1:00
PRATT   &   WHITNEY'S   HISTORY  MARK  SULLIVAN

Doug is nationally known as Executive Director of the Society of Aviation and Flight Ed-
ucator, and has been named as Flight Instructor of the year.  He has made presentations 
at many aviation venues including Oshkosh.  This seminar is an in-depth look at aviation 
weather and how pilots can go beyond the standard briefings to  understand how weather 
will affect their flight.

11:15
BEYOND THE WEATHER BRIEFING

VENUE   B

This is for everyone who has thought about taking flying lessons.  Steve Smith will describe 
what’s involved in earning a Private Pilot’s license.  Steve represents our own flight school,  
Future Flyers of Connecticut.  The session will cover what happens during in-flight training, 
the ground school portion of training, the cost, and other aspects of the learning experience.  
Lots of opportunity for questions.  

 

12:30
Learning   to   Fly -  What's   Involved?    Is   It   For   Me?

 DOUG STEWART

 STEVE   SMITH

Members of the Cam Jammers Car Club will present three cars  they have restored or built, 
and describe the story for each.  The cars are a 1965 Lincoln MK II (10:00 AM), a 1936 Ford 
Coupe, and a 1932 Ford Street Rod (1:45 PM).  This seminar will be held in front of the Venue 
B hangar, where the cars will be available for your viewing pleasure.  Learn how these beautiful 
cars were brought to the beautiful  condition you’ll see.  A must for all car buffs.

10:00
& 1:45

THE   CAM   JAMMERS
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100 Lindbergh Drive, Hartford, CT 06114 
www.suttonjames.com | 860-249-8066

Simsbury Fly-In

WE ARE PROUD TO 
  SUPPORT THE

Contact Caitlyn Jones-Henry 
to discuss your aviation insurance needs. 
email: cjones-henry@suttonjames.com

call: 860-249-8066

Aviation insurance is all we do.

When you hear the word ‘old iron’, 
you sure don’t think of warmth 

and love. But if you’re a young teenager 
and someone back in the fifties said, “I’m 
going to get rid of that old iron”, that is 
exactly what you think of and feel when 
you get “that old iron”- your first car. This 
is the feeling a teen named Dave Labb was 
experiencing. He had just got a 1934 Ford Convertible. 
Dave was bursting with that feeling of warmth and love 
for his 34 Roadster.

Dave had to tell his friends about his car so he called 
them all. These were the guys who would sit and talk 
for hours about the car of their dreams. There was 
Jerry Mikulske, Eddy Legyette, Bob Porier, Dennis 
Kutsavage, Art Kapickie, and Jerry Pearl. What an 
exciting moment for all of them.

“Wow, let’s remove the fenders and running 
boards, ya! Maybe we can get Dual Stromberg 
9 7 carbs. What about Dual Exhaust, ya! 

We’ll paint the body black primer. We can 
all cruise the avenue. Boy; this is going to be 
real cool man.” 

“Hey! We need a place to do all this 
stuff. I know somebody who has a ga-
rage on Blue Hills Avenue that maybe 
we can use. Ya! 

We can start a club and all meet 
there. Hey man! I got a real kool 
name, how about CAM JAMMERS? 
Ya! That’s kool.”

Well there we have it, a few young men who’s love 
for automobiles brought them together in a little 
garage in Hartford on Blue Hills Avenue in 1959. It’s 
now fourty years later and writing about this small 
piece of the past brings great feelings of friendships 
that developed from a mutual love for cars. There has 
been well over one hundred Cam Jammer club mem-
bers in fourty years and three generations. I have been 
fortunate to have personally met most every member, 
and I am honored to have been chosen to write about a 
very small part of the Cam Jammers history. So much 
has happened over the years it would take a novel to 
tell the story. So when you’re out cruisin’ and proudly 
wearing your Cam Jammers jackets, I’ll bet someone 
will say,  (Continued on Page 6) 



simsburyflyin.com 5



6 simsburyairport.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 2018 SIMSBURY FLY-IN AND CAR SHOW AT SIMSBURY AIRPORT 

Experience the taste of  Simsbury when you visit Evergreens Restaurant and                                  
Twigs Lounge at The Simsbury Inn and indulge in our sumptuous creations and sinful 

desserts. The perfect pairing of  food and wine will be sure to leave you satisfied.                                          
Our outdoor patio offers picture perfect panoramic views of  Talcott Mountain. 

The Simsbury Inn • 397 Hopmeadow Street Simsbury, CT  06070 • www.SimsburyInn.com • 860.651.5700 

Bring this ad in to receive 20% off  your final food bill from                      
Evergreens Restaurant or Twigs Lounge* 

 

*Alcohol, tax and gratuity not included. Expires October 7, 2018. Restrictions apply. See server for details. 

Above, Jerry Barile & Jim 
Aiggins tune Jim's Rod at 
the Drags. Left, Ed Legyette 
(Dirty Eddy). Right, Jim 
Barton working on his cool 
ride. Below, the Club on 
Race day loading up the 
drag cars. 

(Continued from Page 4 - Cam Jammers)“I belonged to the Cam Jammers once.” Ask them 
to share with you their experience, then invite them to a club meeting. I’ll bet they have a lot 
more to tell.

Now when you hear someone say, “It’s just old iron.” think back when a few young friends 
with a love for cars put together something from OLD IRON that has lasted for so many years. 

Along with many very dedicated club members, there are presently a few of the early club 
members that remain active. Together this has enabled the Cam Jammers to remain for fourty 

years.  All past and present Cam Jammers should be proud to have 
been part of this very special organization. I congratulate all of you 
on your 45th Anniversary 1959-2004. This articles text and photos 
was were submitted by Jerry Barile. Jerry, thanks this was a great 
piece of automotive history, and 
wonderful of you to share it with the 
present Cam Jammers auto club.
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I think I’ve always loved airplanes. My earliest memo-
ries of seeing an airplane up close is when my father’s 
friend would land his Cub on the gravel road or in a 
recently harvested grain field near our midwestern 
farm. As young children my siblings and I would look 
to the skies with great anticipation once we knew 
Uncle Bud was on the way. He wasn’t really our uncle 
but that is what we called him. Uncle Bud lived twenty 
miles away and every time he arrived we were amazed 
that it took him such a short time to arrive after our 
father told us he was on his way. 
The smell and touch of the hot engine right after 
shutdown is still fresh in my memory. He let us explore 
the airplane inside and out. And then came the rides. 
Taking off from the narrow road or through the wheat 
field stubble was an exciting experience. I can still 
remember how Uncle Bud used the big fat tires of the 
Cub to gently return us to the ground. And then we 
watched and waved as he flew off into the distance. 
My love of airplanes grew again some years later when 

aerial application of crop protection products – better 
known as crop dusting – arrived on our farm. This air-
plane was a beast. Built for power and payload, it was 
not a pretty plane. It looked like it was all engine and 
propeller with a small space for the talented pilots that 
flew it. I can still hear the roar of that powerful engine 
as the plane flew 100 feet above the ground and made 
its way down the length of the field and abruptly pulled 
up to avoid the power lines near the road. This work 
was often done at dawn when the prairie winds are 
calm. The  sounds and sight of that monster roaring 
toward me as the morning sun rose above the horizon 
is something I will never forget. I had a front row view 
as I helped flag for the pilot to mark where they needed 
to place the wingtip to make sure the entire field was 
covered. 
Even though I have always loved airplanes, my love 
of flying blossomed much later in life. Loving the 
machine and loving the experience they provide are 
different feelings. A good friend gave me the gift of a 
discovery flight for my 50th birthday. 
(Continued on page 57) 

Let the Fire Burn
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Your Community –
Your Community Bank

Avon 860-677-2809  •  Granby 860-653-7228
New Hartford 860-693-8397  •  Torrington 860-482-3423

Winsted Main Office 860-379-7561
Winsted Northwestern Regional High School #7 Academic Branch

www.nwcommunitybank.com

Member FDIC      Equal Housing Lender 
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There are many pilgrimages people in this world take. 
Some do it in the name of religion such as the Camino 

de Santiago trail in Spain or Mecca in Saudi Arabia. Others 
search for family history in the ancient cities of Europe, Af-
rica and Asia. But there was another pilgrimage of a differ-
ent sort; one I took for the first time this past July. It wasn’t 
in the name of organized religion or finding my families 
roots, but to reconnect with the Spirit of Aviation in one of 
its truest senses. I went to Oshkosh. 

People have come to expect me to travel to some far 
flung place in the globe for vacation and hike to some 
incredibly remote wilderness. For the past several 
years, that’s been my destination of choice. In fact, for 
the past several years in this very program, I’ve written 
of flying in places like New Zealand, Hawaii or flying 
drones in Iceland. So it was no surprise the amount 
of odd stares and confused faces I saw the past few 
months from my friends and coworkers when I had 
just explained to them, for vacation this summer, I 
would be driving to Oshkosh, Wisconsin. I have no rel-
atives there, nor a long lost love. I didn’t go to college 
there; in fact, I had never been to Wisconsin before in 
my life. For you see, for one week a year, the town of 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin becomes the aviation capital of 
the world. That is the week of EAA Airventure. 

To say that isn’t hyperbole either, during that week, there 
are more aircraft operations at this airport in the middle of 
Wisconsin, just south of Green Bay, than what is normally 
the world’s busiest airport, Atlanta. EAA Airventure is the 
world’s largest aviation gathering, attracting over 600,000 
attendees and over 11,000 aircraft of all types from all over 
the world. 
(Continued on Page 12)

AIRPLANE!
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Capitol Light supplies over 275 National Brands with
Lighting Design

New Construction Supply    LED Retrofits 
Lighting & Electrical Maintenance 

1.800.688.1230     www.capitollight.com

       Your National Lighting Source
       

     

(Continued from page 10 - Airplane!) As I would be camp-
ing for the week of the event, I decided to drive to the event. 
This would be a fortuitous choice as you’ll come to see later. 
Upon arriving I met up with several other members of our 
local EAA Chapter including Mark, Charlie & Vince. Mark 
and Charlie had flown their own aircraft in, arriving a bit 
later due to rain popping up all across the eastern half of the 
country. What might be a routine flight through the clouds 
in a normal commercial airliner can be quite a different 
experience in a small plane. Often in such cases, as Mark & 
Charlie did, the best decision is to wait it out on the ground. 
To be honest, I’m still a bit disappointed that Mark didn’t 
bring us all some Baklava after he stumbled across a Greek 

festival in Ohio while waiting for the weather to clear, but 
I’ll get over it. 

Your first impressions when arriving to the massive 
area for camping are strange and varied but the nearest I 
can manage is to describe it in the terms of a well-heeled 
refugee camp. You’ll see million dollar RVs next to someone 
in a 20 year old Coleman tent. Even so, it didn’t matter what 
you came in, as you all came for the same reason, the love of 
aviation. 

Waking up in Oshkosh is an interesting experience as the 
sounds of birds chirping and maybe some passing traffic 
have been replaced by the sound of loud yodeling over the 
loudspeaker at 7:00am sharp, followed by the unmistakable 
thunder of dozens of enormous radial engines from clas-
sic WWII aircraft rumbling overhead. And if that doesn’t 
wake you up, the resident snooze alarm consists of an F16 
screaming overhead at full afterburner just under the speed 
of sound. Now THAT’S a wakeup call! After crawling out 
of the tent and changing into clothes that would soon be 
saturated with distinct smell of suntan lotion and mustard 
spilling off a hot dog, you first take on the task of getting 
your bearings at this new and wondrous land. Speaking 
from experience, this is difficult to say the least. The entire 
event spans the 1600 acres of the airport and there is barely 
a square foot that isn’t worth exploring. You could easily get 
lost (and I do mean that literally) in the crowds of aircraft 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Simsbury Bank is proud to sponsor the annual Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show. 
Supporting the efforts of the many committed volunteers who help keep the         
Simsbury Airport in operation.

Together we help our communities soar to new heights!

Visit simsburybank.com or call 860.651.2265 to learn more about our full line of 
banking products and services.

every step of the way
Supporting our local community

Personal Banking

Home Loans

Business Banking

eBanking

Investment Services
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(Continued from page 12 - Airplane!) that have flown in full 
of pilots and spectators eager to soak in the event. 

With walking shoes well laced, I began the adventure. 
One of the first things I ended up checking out was some of 
the many seminars and workshops (like those offered here 
at the Fly-In!). There was nary a topic that wasn’t covered 
somewhere by someone. The advantage of an event like that 
is that there was almost always an expert in every subject 
imaginable there. How long should you wait before remov-
ing a composite structure from a mold? What’s the best 
way to corrosion protect T-6061 aluminum? How do I get 
into commercial flying? “So You Want To Build An Air-
port”. There were enough seminars to last weeks and weeks 
and trying to take in even a fraction felt like you were only 
scratching the surface. 

Of course, one of the highlights of each of the seven days 
of Airventure was the daily airshow. To see so many historic 
and current military, civilian and just plan odd aircraft per-
forming in one place at the highest levels of aviation in one 
place was a smorgasbord for the senses. One of the oddest 
aircraft was a Yak-110. If you’re an aviation aficionado and 
have never heard of it, you could be forgiven. For you see, 
it’s actually two Yak-55 aircraft (an aerobatic single engine 
airplane developed by the Soviet Union) that have been put 
together, side by side, and then a jet engine hung under the 
center. This makes it a 3 engine (2 piston, 1 jet) aircraft and 
frankly, just bonkers to watch. Other highlights included 
amazing military jet displays (including an unscheduled 
performance by the Blue Angels! There’s no other place 
where the Blue Angels just “drop by”), historical flights and 

even two night airshows which are spectacular in their own 
right. To see these aircraft that have pyrotechnics mounted 
to the wings is a dual act of beauty and bravery. Watching 
these amazing performers is just one of the many reminders 
why you’re glad you got your pilots license.

Once you get your pilots license, there’s often on very 
large and looming thought that enters your mind, “Now 
how can I afford a plane.” As one of the authors in this 
program mentions, there are lots of reasonable options out 
there for used aircraft but sometimes they just don’t fit the 
mission profile you’re looking for. Being a larger (read: fat) 
gentleman, a lot of those aircraft just end up being a 1 per-
son aircraft due to size or carrying capacity. Not ideal if you 
want to share the amazing experience of flight with family 
or friends. Walking around Airventure, there are numerous 
aircraft dealers of just about every type. Being a person of 
modest means, one of the skills you quickly learn when 
talking to some of them is how to keep a straight face after 
they tell you the price of a new aircraft. To be sure, a brand 
new Cirrus SR22 or Cessna 182 are amazing pieces of en-
gineering that open up incredible opportunities in aviation 
and travel, but half a million dollars is not something most 
of us have lying around. Enter homebuilding.

Airventure is put on by the EAA, also known as the Ex-
perimental Aviation Association. It’s essentially the world’s 
premiere organization consisting not just of members who 
enjoy aviation, but was founded by those who wanted to 
build their own aircraft from scratch or kits. Thankfully, the 
FAA has great programs in place to facilitate innovation and 
experimentation in aviation in a very safe manner. Good 
engineering and quality workmanship is not limited to fac-
tory built aircraft. In fact, I know several people who have 
built their own aircraft and I would put their workmanship 
up against that of a traditional factory built aircraft any day. 
When not at the daily airshow, I found myself wandering 
around the various aircraft kit manufacturers on a pret-
ty regular basis, looking at reasonably affordable kits and 
engines for kits. It was then than I made up my mind – I 
wasn’t coming home without at least the start of a kit. I had 
narrowed it down to two, the Sonex and the Zenith CH650 
– thankfully, with the ability to sit in both, it was easy to tell 
that the CH650 was going to be the choice. 

The rest of Airventure was amazing. One of the most 
incredible parts of it is the people and the sense of com-
munity. One of the members of our party lost their wallet 
and it was returned to them the very next day fully intact. 
Strangers would share meals and stories and comradery was 
easy to find. It really is like one big family. As an aside, the 
conditions of the campground there are fantastic. Nearby 
trash dumpsters are emptied daily and the port-o-potties  
(Continued on Page 16)  
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(Continued from page 14 - Airplane!) are serviced and 
cleaned daily as well. It made for a downright pleasant 
experience. 

Upon packing up the campsite and hitting the road, I 
wouldn’t be driving from Wisconsin to North Carolina to 
visit my friend as I had planned. At least not directly. De-
parting on Sunday I set my compass due south to Mexico. 
Mexico, MO that is, where the Zenith Aircraft Corporation 
is located. I was driving there to the factory to pick up the 
first part of my new aircraft, the tail kit, in person. Between 
Wisconsin and Mexico, MO are seemingly endless stretches 
of road, punctuated by the occasional small town or off-the 
highway rest stop. Of course there were two mandatory 
stops in between. A proper cheese shop (Widmer’s Cheese 
just outside Madison – highly recommended!) in Wisconsin 
and a side of the road farm stand in Iowa to pick up a wa-
termelon and in-season sweet corn. Eventually I ended up 
in Mexico and spent the night eagerly awaiting the morning 
when I would start my new journey towards aircraft owner-
ship!

Morning was overcast and a bit dreary but to me, the sun 
was shining, the birds were chirping and all was right with 
the world. I made my way over to Mexico Memorial Airport 
and met with the small team that make these amazing little 
kits. To see them being created is a mix of cutting edge CNC 
machines and old school craftsmanship. Many of the air-
craft parts are trimmed and drilled to hundredths of a milli-

meter on giant C&C tables while others are being folded to 
equally exacting precision on complex forming machines. 
But just around the corner you can find a craftsman ensur-
ing firewall panels are properly crimped and eased with a 
curved leather bench and small metalworking hammer. It 
was an incredible mix of old and new schools. All packed 
up with the tail kit, I bid farewell to the talented people of 
Zenith (and left them with some Wisconsin Cheese Curds 
as a thank you of course!) and drove on. 

Now, I sit here writing this, prepping for the Fly-In and 
looking over on regular occasion at the collection of parts 
of the tail kit, beckoning me to start work on them. “Soon.” 
I tell myself, knowing that as soon as the Fly-In is in the 
books, a new journey will begin. It was one that seemingly 
started with a drive out to Wisconsin, but in reality began 
far before that, when I first looked up as a small child and 
exclaimed with amazement at this object hanging in mid-
air, “Airplane!”
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710 Hopmeadow St. • Drake Hill Mall
Simsbury, CT Phone: 860-658-2271

Fax: 860.658.2273
Pizza: 860-658-1210

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons - See Store For Details.
Mastercard. Visa. Discover. American Express.

Store Hours: OPEN 8A.M.-9 P.M. 7 DAYS A WEEK

GIFT CARDS
ALWAYS

AVAILABLE

in love with
Fitzgerald’s
Foods

Fitzgerald's Foods, There Really Is
No Reason To Go Anywhere Else!

Our produce department is stocked full of farm fresh native
apples, cider, and winter squash.

Our gourmet bakery is fall...ing into the season with our
scratch baked caramel apple nut cheesecake or pump-
kin cheesecake, pumpkin cupcakes w/egg nog cream
cheese frosting, apple spice or pumpkin cake loaf or
coffee cakes to name a few.

. . and visit our gourmet grocery department where you will
find an appetizing assorment of Stonewall Kitchen’s
seasonal fall baking mixes and local seasonal items.Our meat department is changing with the weather and

we've prepared oven ready items that will save you time
and take the work out of your family dinners. Bread
stuffed pork chops, or chicken breasts, oven ready
meat loaf, stuffed peppers, and fresh meatballs. . . just
to name a few....

Our chefs have prepared a nice variety of heat and serve entrees that
will warm your heart and your tummy. Store made Chicken Pot Pies,
Yankee Pot Roast, Beef Stew, Shepards Pie and many more chef
prepared entrees to choose from.

Fall . . .
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Proud to sponsor the

Simsbury Flying Club
Annual Fly-In & Car Show 

ShopRite of Canton
Located in The Shoppes at Farmington Valley
110 Albany Turnpike, Canton, CT 
Store: (860) 693- 3666

Owned & operated by the 
Joseph family

Copyright © 2018 Wakefern Food Corp. All Rights Reserved.

Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018 • 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
(Rain Date - September 30) • SIMSBURY AIRPORT

7_1_SimsburyFlyClub_flyer.indd   1 6/6/18   1:37 PM

Achieve Peak Performance
RF to Millimeter Wave

 FPGAs, SoCs, MMICs, GaN Power Transistors, Diodes...

www.microsemi.com

Many of you may remember last year’s article I penned 
for the 2017 Simsbury Fly-In program titled, “I Need 

A Vacation.” Please accept my belated apology for the hastily 
written and poorly proofed story that made it to the print-
ers.

In that story I described my journey with my son, Bryan, 
to worlds largest air show and convention, The Experimen-
tal Aircraft Association’s annual AirVenture Fly-In and 
Convention held at Wittman Regional airport in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. We had intended to fly my 1950 Piper Super 
Cub but decided to drive instead when I wasn’t able to get 
all the repairs and modifications completed in time for the 
event.

This year was going to be different. AirVenture 2018 was 
going to be held July 23rd to July 29th. I was determined to 
fly my Super Cub and check that feat off my bucket list.

AirVenture is a one week summer camp for sky geeks, 
grease monkeys, shutter bugs and the like. It’s a big 600,000 
person social event with one thing in common: airplanes. 
It’s like living in a Dr. Seuss book. Big airplanes, little air-
planes, fast airplanes, slow airplanes, red airplanes, blue air-
planes…. During the day there are forums on every aviation 
topic imaginable: workshops for welding, riveting, fabric 
repair and more, aviation venders are selling their wares 

from sun glasses, tools, parts and pieces and airplanes, to 
airport community living. By mid afternoon a four hour 
air show starts and by night fall the concerts and outdoor 
movies start. Nighttime air shows and hot air balloons light 
the sky. It’s a non-stop Aviation Mecca.

Planning for this year’s event started in the early spring 
with our local EAA Chapter 324’s reservation of five camp 
sites at Camp Scholler. Camp Scholler is a vast parcel of 
land next to the EAA Convention grounds at Wittman 
Regional, that provides upwards of 13,000 camp sites from 
tents to RVs. Some 63,000 people squeeze into the area 
to camp and attend AirVenture each year. Camp Scholler 
provides the infrastructure to support all these campers 
including grocery stores, first aide stations, shower and 
grooming facilities, the cleanest port-a-potties you’ll ever 
visit, electronic charging stations, camp wide WiFi and 
more. It is just amazing how well the camp runs and much 
of the credit goes to the good conduct of the EAA member-
ship that is allowed to camp there.

Nine members of our chapter planned on attending 
AirVenture 2018: Brad, Bryan, Charlie, Phil, Rich, Rich-
ard, Susan, Vincent and myself. Charlie, Phil, Richard and 
myself, were flying our aircraft from Simsbury. Brad and 
Vincent were driving their vehicles from Simsbury directly 
(Continued on page 22) 

A Tale of Three Tails
by Mark Ranstead
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ShopRite of Canton
Located in The Shoppes at Farmington Valley
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FUTURE FLYERS OF CT, LLC 
Customized instruction for busy people by experienced , 

Professional Flight Instructors   

THE  Flight School at Simsbury Airport 
 

 
Where LEARNING TO 

FLY IS FUN!!! 
 

Private, Commercial,  
Instrument,                          

 Ground School, FAA  
approved Simulator, BFR/ICC 

 

Full Financing   
Available, Major 

credit cards 
 

Ask about our Discovery Flight Gift Program  
 

STEVE SMITH, CFII/MEII  
 860-819-3717   

futureflyersct@gmail.com 
 

Meet us across from the Main Building and ask about our 
graduates’ flying careers. Our success rate is well over 95%! 

Look for our Learn to Fly Seminar in the hangar. 
 

New England Air Museum, 36 Perimeter Road, Windsor Locks, Connecticut 06096 • 860-623-3305 • neam.org

NEW ENGLAND AIR MUSEUM
Adventure, Discovery  
and the Dream of Flight!

• Largest collection in the Northeast
• From flying machines to the space age
• Tons of hands-on family fun
• Located at Bradley International AirportVisit NEAM.org for events and info.

(Continued from page 20 - Tale of Three Tales) to Oshkosh. 
My wife, Susan, and her sister, Kathy, were planning a road 
trip to see family in Ohio and Illinois then meet up with 
all of us in Oshkosh in a rented RV. My son, Bryan and his 
family were being transferred from Coast Guard Air Station 
in Kodiak, Alaska to Air Station Clearwater, FL. Bryan, his 
wife Rachel, little Isaac (5) and Adalynn (4) planned to ferry 
from Kodiak Island to the Alaska’s mainland then drive 
to lower 48, meeting us at Oshkosh for the week before 
continuing on from to Clearwater, FL. Rich and his wife, 
Jeannie, were “commercialing” from Colorado Springs, Col-
orado to Chicago to meet up with Jeannie’s dad Al and drive 
up to Oshkosh in Al’s F-550 truck with a golf cart in the bed 
and pulling a 30 foot camper. 

Bryan and family were the first to arrive at Camp Schol-
ler after driving 4,700 miles (from Homer, Alaska via Ore-
gon to Oshkosh). Arriving onThursday, July 19th, four days 

before AirVenture started. Bryan was tasked with organiz-
ing the camp so we could fit all the tents, campers and RV 
into our camp site. Rich and his father-in-law were the first 
to arrive Sunday, shortly followed by Brad and Vincent with 
Sue and Kathy arriving in the RV later that afternoon.

Then there were the members that flew their planes. 
Charlie has a Vans RV7A, a single engine, side by side two 
seat, 200 hp, airplane that cruises around 190 mph. Phil and 
Richard flew Phil’s Piper Archer, a four seat, 180 hp airplane 
that cruises at 145 mph. I flew my Super Cub Special, a 
tandem two seater, 105 hp tail wheel airplane that cruises at 
100 mph. Charlie and I were flying into Whittman Regional 
and Phil and Richard were flying to Appleton International 
Airport, 20 miles north of Whittman. We were but three 
airplanes of the estimated 10,000+ airplanes arriving into 
Whittman Regional airport that weekend. 
(Continued on page 24)
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(Continued from page 22 - Tale of Three Tales) The flight 
from Simsbury Airport to Whitman Regional, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin would be a 1000 miles. Each airplane have differ-
ent cruise speeds and different ranges (distance each aircraft 
can fly with the quantity of fuel its tanks can hold). Char-
lie’s RV7A is the fastest of the three of planes. It can fly the 
entire trip in one day, including stopping for fuel twice. Phil 
could possibly fly the trip in one day but it would be a long 
day. He elected to plan a two day trip. I, on the other hand, 
will need two full days to fly that distance. Unlike passenger 
jetliners we don’t fly very high and seldom fly above 10,000 
feet: normally we cruise between 2,000 and 6,000 feet.

Flight-planning a trip this length begins weeks ahead of 
the actual departure day. First we plot our route to Oshkosh. 
How far do we want to fly each day? Where are we going to 
stop for fuel? Where are there acceptable hotels along our 
route? After planning our route we begin researching the 
weather along our planned route. The Weather Channel is 
a good source to begin with. We can quickly see days if not 
weeks ahead of our flights what weather systems are arriv-
ing on the west coast that will eventually sweep across the 
country to the east, or maybe the jet stream is going to dip 
down from Canada and bring up moisture from the Gulf 
of Mexico and on up the eastern seaboard gathering inten-
sity as a system marches up the Appalachian trail on into 
Connecticut. A week from takeoff we start looking at the 
long range prognosis charts at the National Oceanic Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) website. We are interest-

ed in where low or high pressure systems are beginning 
to develop. High pressure systems bring us fair favorable 
weather, good visibility and high or no clouds while low 
pressure systems bring us thunderstorms, low cloud ceilings 
and low visibility. A few days before our flights we include a 
two more websites into our flight planning: Aircraft Owners 
Pilot Association (AOPA) Flight Planner and 1800WxBrief.
com, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Flight 
Service briefing service. Armed with as much information 
as possible we begin our journeys.

The weather for my departure on the Thursday before 
AirVenture week is clear skies and light winds.  A high 
pressure system was beginning to weaken just west of 
Cleveland. I’m planning to be airborne by noon and get as 
far as Medina Municipal Airport, Medina Ohio (just south 
of Cleveland). Once there I’ll meet up with my wife and 
sister-in-law, Kathy, who left Granby Wednesday afternoon, 
and spend that night at my uncle Joe’s house. If the weather 
predictions are correct I’ll need to spend Friday with him 
as well. Sue and Kathy will continue their drive to Moline, 
Illinois to visit their aunt. 

I depart Thursday about an hour later than planned but 
it’s all good. I’m armed with my Bad Elf GPS receiver and 
my ForeFlight Scout inflight weather and traffic receiver 
sending information to my ForeFlight Navigation app on 
my iPad. All systems are go. I plan to fly 300 miles in three 
hours to Bradford Regional (Bradford, Pennsylvania). I’ll 
(Continued on page 32) 
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D E D I C A T E D  T O  H E L P I N G  B U S I N E S S  A C H I E V E  I T S  H I G H E S T  G O A L S .

When “Lucky” Lindy made his transatlantic crossing, he didn’t have to deal with an ocean of congressional 

wrangling (maybe that’s why they called him “Lucky”). The prevailing winds blew in his favor. But today, 

those winds have changed. Flying for business is more scrutinized than ever. Luckily, there’s NBAA.

We’ve made a home on the Hill, so that our members can make a living in the sky. Because business aviation

enables economic growth. And at NBAA, we enable business aviation.

Join us at nbaa.org/join.

C R O S S I N G  T H E  AT L A N T I C  WA S  E A S Y

C O M PA R E D  T O  N AV I G AT I N G  C O N G R ES S .
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TODAY’S ATTRACTIONS

Indepentant Helicopters is offering scenic 
rides in their Robinson R44 helicopter at today’s 

event. Follow the signs towards the south end of the 
runway to book your ride today!

We are glad to bring back the 
Yankee Clippers to provide us with 

another exciting demonstration of 
military-style formation flying. The Clippers 

are John Doran, a former Navy F-14 Tomcat 
pilot, flying his RV-4; Scott Jordan, a former B-1 

bomber pilot with his RV-8; Dave Rogers flying his RV-
8; and Andy Olech with his RV-7.

Simmons Aviation will offer rides in their 
AT-6 World War II trainer. Most cadets 

received their advanced training in 
airplanes like this. The Texan, as

it was known, has a top speed
of 208 mph, and is powered 

by a 600 horsepower Pratt 
and Whitney Wasp

engine, made in
East Hartford, CT. 

See the Event 
Map for its 

location.

We welcome back members of the 
Central Connecticut Radio Control Club 
to give a demonstration of aerobatic RC 
flying during our noon-time hour. You’ll 
be amazed at the maneuvers these 
small aircraft can perform and the 
piloting skills that are required. 
Stop by their exhibit to see 
their aircraft and talk with 
their pilots.

PH
O

T
O

 C
R

ED
IT

: P
A

U
L 

C
H

A
PM

A
N

PHOTO CREDIT: RAM
A

When you’re at the 
beach, you’ll  often see a 

small airplane towing an ad-
vertising banner. Today you’ll see a 

rare demonstration of a banner pickup and 
drop-off, sponsored by Simmons Aviation and 

Tower Energy. Lots of piloting skill is required as the 
tow plane tries to snag the banner, suspended between two 

poles, and then zooms skyward.

The Life Star critical care helicopter makes its annual visit to our event, and will be open for inspection and discus-
sions with the crew. There are 3 Life Star helicopters, all built by American Eurocopter: Life Stars 1 & 2 are EC-

145s and Life Star 3 is an EC-135. Life Star one is based at MidState Medical Center in Meriden, CT. Life 
Star two is based at The William W. Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT. The third and newest addition 

to the fleet is based out of Westfield-Barnes Airfield in Westfield, MA. All Life Star aircraft can 
travel at 155 miles per hour and is airborne within minutes of a request for service. Stop and 

say hello to the folks who provide this great service to our community!
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All the Service YOU Need! 
 

Beacon Mechanical Service is your local 
heating, cooling, plumbing and fuel oil 

delivery company.  
Family owned & operated! 

S1-0397099 / P1-203890 / HOD - 0000787 

 Installations 
 Annual Maintenance 
 24 / 7 Emergency Service 
 Oil, Natural Gas, Propane               

Equipment 
 Full Plumbing Service 
 Well Pump Service 
 Fuel Oil Delivery 
 Oil Price Posted On-line Daily! 
 FREE Estimates 
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43rd Airplane Club
Air 1 Flight Training
American Excellence Garage Doors
Avemco Insurance Company
Barry Maggio Gyrocopter
Berkshire Aviation
Berkshire Bank
Bloomfield Bicycle/Simsbury Bicycle Center

BMI
Central CT. Radio Control Club
Cirrus Aircraft
Community Farm
Connecticut Flight Club
Connecticut UFO Network
Crowley Auto Group
Cubcrafters
Doug’s Creations
East Coast Powered Parachutes
FAA
Farmington Valley Trails Council
Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Future Flyers of Connecticut
Gifts To Go
Granby Grunts High School Robot Team
Gyrocopter Demo
Ham Radio Operators
Hartford Wolf Pack Hockey Team
Hoffman Auto Group
Hop Meadow Country Club
Independent Helicopters, LLC
Lifestar
Lionel Landing
Lularoe
Mayflower Accupuncture

Mitchell Auto Group
New Country Motors
New England Air Museum
Newtown Lions Club
Ninety-Nines
Olympic Tae Kwan Do
Peoples’ Products
Piper Museum
Pro and Local Detailing
Protectors of Animals
Renewal by Anderson
Simmons Aviation
Simsbury High School Robotics Team
Simsbury Library
Talcott Mt. Science Center
Technam US, Inc.
The Auto Attic
Thirty One Gifts
Valenti Auto Group
VFW
Villari’s Martial Arts
Vintage Radio & Communications Museum of CT
Warner Theatre
WDRC
We Adopt Greyhounds
Yankee Clippers

FOOD TRUCKS & EVENT EXHIBITORS
Bakery Boys
Cherry On Top
Classic Cuisine
Comfort Zone 
Cousins Maine Lobster 
Hot Apple Buns
Imperial Shows 
Jack’s Hawaiian Snow
La Mesa Food Truck
Low N Slow Catering
Macken Sliders
Pierogies on Wheels
Pile High Ruebens to Cubans
Sultan Kabob
Szabo’s Seafood 
Ty’s Ice Cream
Ultimate Sundae
Whey Station
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9:00 AM - End of Day
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

9:00 AM

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
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9:00 AM - End of Day AT-6 Rides/Helicopter Rides
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

10:40 AM (approx.)
11:00 AM

11:15 AM
11:30 AM

11:30 - End of Day
11:50 AM - 1:20 PM

11:55 AM
12:05 PM

12:30 PM
12:35 PM

1:00 PM
1:00 PM

1:15 PM
1:20 PM

1:20 PM
1:30 PM

Aircraft & Car Judging
Powered Paraglider Demo (Winds permitting)

Seminar: BDL Air Traffic Control (Venue A)
Seminar: Cam Jammers - 1956 Continental MK II (Venue B)

Yankee Clippers Formation Flying Demo
Seminar: Beyond the Weather Briefing (Venue B)

ADS-B Requirement & Update (Venue A)
Lunch Available at Our Food Truck Festival

Airport Closed to Aircraft Arrivals/Departures
LifeStar Helicopter Arrival

Banner Tow Pickup Demonstration
Seminar: Learning to Fly (Venue B)

RC Aerobatics Demonstration (Runway)
Gyrocopter Demonstration Flight

Seminar: Pratt & Whitney History (Venue A)
Lifestar Departure

Departures Resume
Aircraft Judging Results

Yankee Clippers Formation Flight

8:00 AM - 11:00 AM Breakfast (Great eats at our Food Truck Festival!)

 86 Years   Performance & Quality - Right on the Nose

www.sensenich.com

Sensenich
Propeller

Wood, Metal, and Composite
FAA Certified Propellers
ASTM Compliant Propellers
High Performance Designs
Superior Technical Support
Complete Line of Applications

1:45 PM Seminar - Cam Jammers (Venue B)
2:00 PM Car Judging Results

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Food Truck Festival Continues
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(Continued from page 24 - Tale of Three Tales) stop there 
for fuel and stretch my legs. Three hours go by and I’m 
feeling pretty good and my fuel burn (engine’s fuel con-
sumption) is less than planned. My engine is using 5 gallons 
per hour and not the 6 gallons I had planned. I’ve used 15 
gallons of the 36 gallons my fuel tanks hold. I decide I’ll fly 
another hour to a fuel stop Charlie likes to use, Venango Re-
gional (Franklin, Pennsylvania). Once again, after 4 hours 
of flight I’m still feeling pretty good and I’ve used 20 gallons 
of fuel. Medina, Ohio is only 1 hour and 40 minutes down 
the road. The weather is excellent, the engine is purring 
along normally and if I don’t stop I’ll be in Medina in time 
for cocktails and dinner with my wife and uncle Joe. I press 
on. Five hours and 41 minutes after leaving Simsbury Air-
port, I land in little Medina Municipal airport. 

I pull up to the fuel pumps at Medina, turn off the en-
gine, unplug my electronics and begin to extricate myself 
from my little cockpit. I was able to do ankle and calve 
exercise during the flight much like you would sitting in 
a passenger jet but I still need to get my legs going after 
nearly six hours of sitting. My muscles are a little tight but 
I’m able to walk it off as I set about refueling the airplane. I 
topped off the tank with 29 gallons of fuel. That meant I had 
7 gallons of fuel remaining in the tanks or an hour worth 
of flight time reserves. I taxied the Super Cub over to the 
designated aircraft tie-down area and began the process of 
putting my Super Cub to bed. I confirm battery switch is 
off, tie down the aircraft with my ropes from the hold down 

rings on the wings to the hold down rings cemented into 
the ramp and close the door and windows. Uncle Joe and 
the ladies pick me up and off we go to the Greek Festival in 
Broadview Heights for dinner and beverages.

Friday brought the forecasted unsettled weather to the 
Cleveland area as a cold front moved in from the west and 
became stationary. Moisture being drawn off of Lake Erie 
and Lake Michigan, feeding into the unstable atmosphere 
creating pop up thunderstorms. This weather system 
stretched over Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio. The 
air was not going to be hospitable to small aircraft like mine 
today; I’m in Ohio for for the day. Uncle Joe didn’t mind as 
this gave us time to catch up on family news. Sue and Kathy 
head for Moline, Illinois.

That same day, Phil and Richard are loading up the Piper 
Archer in Simsbury: their destination today is Buffalo, New 
York. They noted the weather near Cleveland and decide 
they will fly north to Buffalo and spend the night while the 
bulk of the weather passes south of them during the night. 
Hopefully they can continue west in the morning.

Saturday morning I awake to no significant change in 
the weather. I can’t get more than an hour west of Medina 
so there’s no point in trying. I’m here for another day. Phil 
and Richard take-off from Buffalo and head to Youngstown, 
Pennsylvania. They refuel, check the weather and decide to 
fly west hoping to get as far as the weather permits. They 
make it to Findlay, Ohio, about an hour west of Medina. 
(Continued on Page 44) 
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The New Face of Your Trusted Aviation Partner for Over 35 Years

Clay Hammond   
Cell Phone: 860-449-4070   
PIPERSales@columbiaaircraftsales.com

Ken Dono
Cell Phone: 860-941-1813
800-787-5001 ext. 156
TBMSales@columbiaaircraftsales.com

Distributors of New and Select Preowned Aircraft

(860) 449-1400

ColumbiaAircraftSales.com
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Some boats cost millions of dollars.  Yet there are lots 
of boats that can be had for a price that the average 

family can afford.  The same is true for airplanes.  In 
fact, there are many airplanes that cost about the same 
as a good used car. Yes, they will be older, and their 
performance may not be spectacular, but they will get 
you in the air safely and provide the enjoyment that 
comes with aircraft ownership.

There’s one major difference between buying a used 
airplane and a used car. Airplanes are required to 
undergo a rigorous inspection every year. If parts are 
not serviceable, they are replaced with new ones.  Air-
planes are constantly being rebuilt, so that even older 
ones are in safe operating condition. 

The used airplane market offers many choices for 
those seeking inexpensive ownership. Just like used 
cars, each aircraft has pros and cons. The choice really 
depends on personal preferences, and on the use to 
which its new owner will put the airplane. Is it for 
long-distance travel? Will the owner want to carry 
passengers, and if so, how many? Should it be capable 
of flight in low ceilings and visibility? 

As a starting point, here are four aircraft that can be 
purchased for reasonable prices. Each has a good repu-
tation.  Each has special features that make it interest-
ing, including its place in aviation history.

This is one of the most significant 
airplanes ever built. It is a low wing 
airplane that has distinctive twin 
rudders.  The “Coupe” incorporates 
features 

that made 
it “unspinnable”. It 

has no rudder pedals, so 
the control wheel is used 
to steer it on the ground, 
just like a car. There are 
seats for two people, the 
pilot and one passenger. 
This is an airplane that 
lets you open the side 
window and rest an elbow 
on the sill so you can 
enjoy the cooling breezes. 

Cruising speeds 
vary depending on 
the engine installed, but 
typically range from 95 to 110 
mph. The 415-C and CD models are 
eligible for the Light Sport category and 
can be flown by pilots without standard medical 
certification. 

The Ercoupe was designed before World War 2, 
though only a few were produced then. Most were 
built in 1945 and afterward, and by a succession of 
manufacturers. The original 75 HP engine has been 
upgrade on many Coupes to as much as 100 HP.  
Unlike many older aircraft, parts are readily available 
from companies such as Univair (a Fly-In advertiser!).  

Prices for Ercoupes currently average around 
$15,000. That’s for an airplane in decent condition. 
If you want a fully restored Coupe, you might pay as 
much as $25-30,000. The original Coupes had fab-
ric-covered wings, and those that have been metalized 
typically go for somewhat higher prices.
There is lots of owner loyalty to these nice little air-

planes. They are a joy to fly and cheap to maintain.

This is really a family 
of airplanes that includes 
a number of variants 
developed by Piper over 
many years. The early 
models were the Cher-

okee 140’s. If you need a four-seat airplane, this is a 
good place to start. The 140 is a low wing, all metal 
airplane, with a Lycoming 150 HP engine. It can cruise 
at 124 mph, and has a range of up to 535 miles. It’s a 
step up in performance from the Ercoupe. However, 
actual performance figures depend on the weight of 
the airplane. Don’t expect to get the same performance 
with four people on board. 

Parts are readily available. Most aircraft me-
chanics have experience with these airplanes, 
so maintenance should not be a problem. 
They have very nice flying qualities. 
Many have been used for flight 
training.  
(Continued page 36) 

Can’t Afford an Airplane? 



35simsburyflyin.com

SUBURBAN                       SANITATION

The Specialists in Portable Sanitation

Surburban provides portable restroom
trailers as comfortable as bathrooms in
your own home.
Features include:
• Roomy interiors.
• Fully enclosed stall with 

porcelain flushing toilets.
• Vanities with mirrors.
• Hands-free sinks with 

cold running water.

• Wall-hung porcelain urinals
with privacy screens.

• Lighting.
• Heating and air conditioning.
• Stereo / CD sound systems.
• Can provide attendants, if

needed.

860-673-3078 or 1-800-899-4337
www.subsanserv.com

Suburban provides portable 
restrooms throughout Connecticut

What makes SUBURBAN Portable Restrooms so special?

EXPERIENCE • DETAILS • COMMITMENT

SUBURBAN SANITATION SERVICE, INC.
   subsanserv.com        860-673-3078        800-899-4337     860-693-1326 fax

“Cleanliness was outstanding”

“...very happy with the service and the cleanliness was
outstanding.”

—United We Stand LLC

“Pleasant, Efficient, & Prompt”

“We would like to let you know that your Green Unit 
Service Technician, Zeeky, has provided us with excel-
lent service this season. He is pleasant, efficient,
prompt, and checks with us to make sure everything is
satisfactory. We didn’t think anyone would be as good
as Ruben, however, we feel Zeeky has provided us with
the same high quality service. Thank you and Zeeky for
providing us the Green Unit service this season.”

—Litchfield Horticultural Center

“Great Job”

“I wanted to recognize the gentleman that delivered and
set up the porta-Johns for our kayak race this last week-
end, for doing a great job. We used 2 porta-Johns in
Burlington CT on rt 179 and rt 4, he dropped them off
4/10/15. The kayak race site area was under construc-
tion and had a bit of mud, he was very patient as we de-
cided where to set up our race headquarters. I wanted to
say thank you to the gentleman, and make sure his 
supervisors were aware of the good job he did for us.”

—Denise Dieli

Very Happy Customer

“Very happy with the service, the driver was very 
professional.”

—Tim Hine

“Placed our restroom exactly where we wanted it!”

“I want to thank you and particularly your driver for
the great job in placing our restroom exactly where we
wanted it at our Colchester site and doing it with a 
minimum of fuss. He was really great. We will hold on
to your info for our next event. Thank you again.”

—Ellen Abrams

Our team of experienced professionals is dedicated to
providing you with great service.

Experience has taught us to make a special detailed
checklist to be sure that nothing is missed.

Portable restrooms are a vital part of every outdoor job
site or special event. You can depend on us, the
portable restroom specialists, for planning, placement,
and providing the right number of units for your rest-
room needs. When you rent a portable restroom from
Suburban, we guarantee that it will be kept sparkling

clean. Our commitment is to keep it that way whether
you rent if for a week, a month or longer.

We carry a full line of modern, portable restrooms
ranging from our regular unit to luxury restroom trail-
ers suitable for upscale events.  No matter the size of
your next construction project, special event, party or
wedding we have you covered.

Family owned and operated for over 60 years, we are
here to answer your calls, your questions, and provide
prompt and courteous service.

TESTIMONIALS

SSS provides 
portable restrooms 
throughout Connecticut.

Suburban Sanitation brochure 17.qxp_Layout 1  12/29/16  8:22 AM  Page 1
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Privacy Fences • Arbors • Outdoor Furniture  

Amish Built Sheds • Woodplay Playsets
 Complete-Do-It-Yourself Center

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND

capecodfence.com 860-673-3211
PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1956

Call today or visit our showroom at 
30 Old Albany Turnpike, Canton, CT  06019.

WOOD • VINYL • ALUMINUM • CHAIN LINK

QUALITY CUSTOM FENCES
(Continued from page 34)  If used that 
way, be sure to check for damage history.

You’ll find many used 140’s on the market. Prices can 
run as low as $18,000.  

There are even more Cherokee 180 models on the 
market. These represent a step up in performance versus 
the 140, as reflected in their higher price. Cruising 
speeds increase to just over 140 mph, with range of up 
to 700 miles. Expect to pay somewhere in the range of 
$30,000 to $40,000 for a 180 model. 

 This airplane is said to have trained more 
pilots than any other. It began life as the 
150, with a 100 hp engine. It was later 
upgraded to the 152 model, with a 110 
hp engine. Both versions are all metal, 
high wing, two place aircraft. They offer 
cruise speeds in the range of 115 to 125 

mph, with very low fuel costs. They are 
ideal as a first airplane, as they are easy to fly and very 
forgiving. 

Virtually all 150/152’s began their lives as trainers. A 
few still are used that way, but most have transitioned 
into personal aircraft.  Anyone looking to buy one 
should carefully examine the aircraft 
logs to learn if there is an accident his-
tory, and what repairs may have been 
made. That said, if any damage has 
been professionally repaired, there’s no 
reason why the aircraft can’t have a safe 
and long remaining life.

Production began in the mid-1950’s, 
and continued with the 152 until the 
mid-1980’s. Literally thousands were 
built. Cessna fully supports these 
airplanes, so parts will be available for 
the foreseeable future.  Maintenance is 

straightfor-
ward.

Because there are so many of these aircraft on the market, there’s a wide choice of 
model years and condition. Expect to pay somewhere between $25,000 and $35,000. 
Aircraft on the high end of the price scale will likely have new paint and a low time 
engine. (Continued on page 38)
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 (Continued from page 36)
Here’s an airplane that can be purchased anywhere 

from the low teen’s to as much as $40,000.  That range 
reflects the many versions that were built from 1959 
through 1964.  All Tri-Pacers are high wing aircraft 
seating four people. Almost all have fabric covering.  
But there the similarities end. 

The earliest models had just 135 hp.  As time pro-
gressed, engines were upgraded to 150 hp and even 
higher.  Most Tri-Pacers have “tricycle” landing gear, 
which means they have a nosewheel, just like most 
modern airplanes.  However, a few were built with 
“conventional” landing gear, and have a tailwheel.

Regardless of model, these airplanes offer cruising 
speeds in the range of 135 mph, with a range of about 
500 miles.  That’s pretty good performance for the 
money.

The conventional-gear Pipers may present a chal-
lenge to pilots who were trained on trike gear. Just be 
aware of the need to get trained to handle the very 
different characteristics of tailwheel airplanes. Another 
factor to consider is that many are fabric covered, and 
are best kept in a hangar to avoid damage from the 
sun. 

Since Piper is still very much in business, obtaining 
parts and service should be no problem in spite of the 
age of these aircraft.  These are good airplanes with 
reasonable performance at affordable prices.

What Else?
If you have a favorite affordable airplane that we ha-

ven’t mentioned, that’s OK. Our goal here is simply to 
show that there are lots of perfectly serviceable aircraft 
that are affordable for the average family.  

One of our Sponsoring organizations is the Trade-A-
Plane publication. It appears both in print and online 
versions. You can find literally thousands of airplanes 
for sale there and in similar sources. Take time to 
browse the listings. Then use the internet to garner 
info about airplanes of interest. You’ll find perfor-
mance specs, prices, and test reports to help guide your 
choice.  Chances are you’ll be able to afford an airplane 
of your own ! 

You could win this car....
get your tickets today!

pedal car
  $1tickets

Custom Paint • Graphics • pinstriping • Fabrication
By: kevin allison • Bob Stickels • Dave Grinaski

ticket sales located in the Cam Jammer display tent 
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Ignite Your Imagination!

OPEN DAILY, YEAR-ROUND 117 Museum Street, Owls Head, ME (207) 594-4418

Explore the 2018
Event Season:

owlshead.org/events

VISIT TODAY!Enjoy our world-class 
vintage collection proudly 
on display or operating 

in their full glory. 

With stunning exhibit halls and a full
event season, the Museum has been a
popular destination for families and
enthusiasts for over 40 years!

OHTM_SimsburyAirAuto_7.5x5_080818_Layout 1  8/8/18  4:54 PM  Page 1
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I was already nervous 
about driving our car 

on the “wrong side of the 
road”.  There was no other 
choice, because that’s the way they do it in England.  We 
had left the motorway.  Now we were inching along  a 
one-lane road with blind curves, in a tunnel of hedge-
rows twelve feet high, with no way to know if another 
car was coming at us around the next bend.  

My wife and I had spent a week in London several 
years before.  We loved the thousand-year-old build-
ings, the winding streets,  and especially the Londoners’ 
mix of friendliness and formality.  On our next trip, we 
wanted to get out into the countryside.   To give our 
itinerary a focus, we decided to find some of the doz-
ens of abandoned  American airfields that are scattered 
across southern England.   

And so we found ourselves in Essex, where the map 
told us this old road would lead to Little Walden Air-
field.   After a few more miles, the hedgerows gave way 
to a large open field.  We stopped.  It was eerily quiet ex-
cept for the chirping of a few birds.  There were no signs 
of activity.  In the middle of the field were several small 
buildings, not identifiable but apparently abandoned.  
We drove towards them.  

As we approached, we could see that one of the build-
ings  was a small garage.  The door was open.  A mid-
dle-aged gentleman, wearing coveralls, was working on 
a very old but beautifully restored Rolls Royce.  When 
he heard the sound of our car, he turned, wiped his 
hands with a rag, and came to meet us.  “Are you lost?”, 
he asked.  “Not if this is Little Walden airfield,” I said.  
“You’ve found it,  then,” he said 
with a smile.  “You’re Ameri-
cans, I can tell by your accent.  
Can I help?”  I replied, “I’m a 
World War 2 history buff. Is 
there anything of the airfield 
left to see?”  Another smile.  “As 
it happens, I own the place now.  
The runways are gone, but I’ve 
kept up a small museum in 
the old control tower.  That’s it 
over there, the other building.  
Would you like a look inside?”

And so we embarked on 
a personalized guided tour 
that led us back more than 60 

years into a world pop-
ulated by ghosts.  The 
control tower proved to 
be nothing more than a 

squat concrete building with a small balcony where the 
controllers could overview the flight line.  It suddenly 
came to me that I had seen this kind of building before, 
in old movies such as Twelve O’Clock High.   The entry 
to the building was a battered wood door with a simple 
padlock.  We were led into a dark hallway, and then up 
a short flight of steps into a large room.  We had walked 
into history.

We were greeted by a slight  musty smell.  The room 
was dimly lit.  Then our  guide turned on the lights.  
Suddenly, we were surrounded by walls covered with 
memories:  a skillful painting of A-20 Havoc medium 
bombers;  black and white photos of more A-20’s, one 
of them with a hole in its side;  very young airmen 
posing together, unaware that some of them would not 
return from their next mission; English girls smiling 
and waving;  scribbled autographs  with mottos or the 
names of hometowns like Brooklyn and Des Moines; 
a chart announcing bombing missions for the coming 
week, naming which bombers and crews were assigned, 
and to what target.  Some of the targets were Bremen, 
Berlin, and railroad marshalling yards.  In one corner 
was a bent propeller from a German fighter.  An old 
gasoline drop tank hung on wires from the  ceiling.  
Beer steins were lined in a row on a shelf, some turned 
upside down because their owners had not returned.  
We had arrived back in 1944. We were in a time cap-
sule.  (Continued on page 43)
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1706814

They matter  
to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car are 
more than just things. They’re 
where you make your memories 
and they deserve the right 
protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Rana C Morton, Agent
1243 Hopmeadow Street

Simsbury, CT  06070
Bus: 860-408-9592
rana@mortonsf.com
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The Professional Car Care Experts

Jeff Welch
P: (860) 693-6383
F: (860) 693-4167 

274 Albany Turnpike (Rte. 44)  
Canton, CT 06019
theeurocar@aol.com
jeffrey.welch6@gmail.com

 

Service, Accessories and Original Parts
for BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Porsche
Servicing All other European Marques

www.theeuropeancar.com

 
 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING 89 YEARS OF 
PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE 

Thank you for your loyalty, trust and commitment 
 

Commercial and Residential Recycling and Rubbish 
Removal 

 
Open Top Containers for Construction Projects and 

Household Clean-outs 
 

“BECAUSE SERVICE MATTERS” 
office@painesinc.com    www.painesinc.com 

(860) 844-3000 

(Continued from page 41 - Time Capsule)
For the next two hours, our guide told us stories and an-

swered our questions about the airfield and the men who had 
flown into combat from here. This had been the home of the 
409th Bomb Group of the 9th Air Force. They flew their A-20’s 
in support of the D-Day invasion. Later, a squadron of P-51 
Mustang fighters was based here to provide ground support 
for Allied troops advancing on Germany. Still later, a B-17 
Squadron called this home. The only thing left to mark this as 
an historic place was this old building , preserved with care 
by a friendly Englishman who wished to honor Americans for 
their sacrifices. 

Later that day we drove into the town of Little Easton, 
where Great Dunmow airfield was located during the war. 
We came across a small stone church with an “Open” sign on 
the door. We entered, curious to see what might be inside. 
The sunlight shone through a large stained glass window.  At 

first we noticed just 
the beautiful colors. 

Then, with a shock of recognition, we realized that the 
images were of American airmen.  All those years ago, 
British townspeople had befriended the American boys 
who were based nearby, taken them into their homes, 
had a pint with them in the local pub. This window 
was their tribute. It’s message was still clear: “We will 
never forget.” Neither will we.

We had found our old airports. Perhaps they aren’t so 
abandoned after all.  
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(Continued from page 32 - Tale of Three Tales) They park 
the airplane, put it to bed and head for a hotel for the night.

Saturday weather was not the best at Simsbury Airport. 
The weather Phil and Richard let pass south of them while 
in Buffalo is now effecting Charlie with cloudy conditions 
and numerous thunderstorms. Charlie’s plan is to fly from 
Simsbury Airport to Venango Regional airport in Pennsyl-
vania, then to Bult Field at Monee, Illinois.  Charlie and I 
had intended to meet at Bult Field to refuel before flying the 
last leg to Whittman Regional on Saturday. Needless to say 
I’m not going to get to Bult Field today.

Charlie departs Simsbury Airport and flies his planned 
route. His airplane flies twice as fast as mine and he covers 
the distance to Venango Regional in just a few hours. He is 
able to stay clear of the clouds and thunderstorms and refu-
els at Venango Regional airport. Charlie checks the weather 
to the west waiting for the next hourly weather reports 
before deciding to fly to Bult Field. The weather reports are 
not great but they are acceptable. Charlie reasons that if the 
weather worsens he will land at an airport along his route. 
The weather does worsen but he his able to make it to Bult 
Field where he surrenders to the elements, ties down the 
airplane for the night and goes into town to find a hotel 
room.

Sunday morning arrives. My son reports that the weather 
at Whittman is overcast but the sun is beginning to break 
through the clouds. I check my weather sources and decide 
to take off from Medina at noon. Phil and Richard in Find-
lay are watching the weather but haven’t set a take-off time. 
Charlie wakes up to heavy rain in Monee but heads to the 
airport in hopes that conditions improve as time passes.

The weather improves in the east first so I’m the first of 
our trio to get airborne. It’s noon Eastern. I climb to two 
thousand feet and begin my way west but need to fly more 
of a southerly heading to stay clear of clouds and rolling 
rain showers. I text Phil that I’m underway. I’m finally in 
the clear by Lima, Ohio and start heading northwest to Bult 
Field. The weather in Findlay improves and Phil and Rich-
ard are airborne by 1pm. The airspace is getting crowded. 
My Scout traffic receiver is displaying numerous aircraft in 
my vicinity as more airplanes headed for Oshkosh lift-off 
from airports in Ohio and Indiana, after having been weath-

ered in for the past one or two days. The majority of us are 
communicating with air traffic control (ATC) requesting 
flight following. ATC accepts our requests and provides 
radar separation so we don’t run into each other. 

Phil’s airplane is half again as fast as mine and he over-
takes me near Fort Wayne, Indiana, though I never saw 
him. The rain has stopped at Bult Field and the cloud bases 
and visibility are improving. Phil makes it over Bult Field by 
3pm eastern (2pm central), just in time to hear Charlie’s ra-
dio transmission announcing his take-off roll over the Bult 
Field common radio frequency. Phil asks Charlie about my 
whereabouts and Charlie reports that I’m only 45 minutes 
behind the two of them. I land at Bult Field four hours after 
leaving Medina. It’s now 3pm central time.

I quickly refuel and recheck the weather. I need to get to 
Whittman Regional before 8pm when the airport will close 
to arriving aircraft. It’s another three hours flying due north 
for me and there are going to be a lot of airplanes wanting 
to land there. I lift off from Bult Field 20 minutes after I 
landed, pick up ATC Flight Following and head north. 

There are special procedures used to land thousands of 
recreational airplanes a day at Whitman Regional. The FAA 
requires Whitman Regional to issue a Notice to Airmen 
(NOTAM) document detailing the procedures that are to be 
used to arrive and land at Whitman Regional. Prior to our 
flights we are required to download the NOTAM from the 
AirVenture web site, familiarize ourselves with these pro-
cedures and have a copy handy in our cockpit to reference 
upon our arrival into Whitman Regional. This document 
includes detailed instructions on how to arrive and 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Berkshire Bank is proud to 
support the 32nd Annual 
Simsbury Fly-In and Car Show

Our support for local events 
and organizations is well 
known. It is a key factor in 
our commitment to the well-
being and vitality of the 
communities we serve.

berkshirebank.com • 800-773-5601

Member FDIC. Berkshire Bank is a Massachusetts chartered bank.                     Rev. 8/18
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Westfield Bank is 
a proud sponsor of the
2018 Simsbury 
Fly-In and Car Show
Visit us at any of our 22 convenient locations including: 
n 10 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT
n  47 Palomba Drive, Enfield, CT
 800.995.5734

   westfieldbank.com

Member 
FDIC What better banking’s all aboutsm.
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Become a member. Become a friend. Join the Hop Meadow Family or hold your special occasion with us! 
Contact Lauren Zilka, Director of Membership and Event Sales at (860) 658 - 7623  

85 Firetown Road, Simsbury, CT 06070 

Become a member and enjoy access to a private golf course, 6  state of the art  
Har-Tru private tennis courts, 2 Paddle Tennis Courts, an Olympic size private pool,  

group & private sporting lessons, members-only events, and an all new practice center. 

Never been to the Hop? Schedule a tour of our Clubhouse which features a wrap-around deck  
and newly renovated dining rooms that can be reserved for any special occasion! 

PLAY  
DINE  

CELEBRATE  

(Continued from page 44 - Tale of Three Tales) land at the 
airfield , radio frequencies to use and monitor, pictures and 
maps of the very specific procedures . The FAA has granted 
waivers so that three airplanes can land on each runway at 
the same time. There are two long runways that can accom-
modate 6 airplanes landing simultaneously every few min-
utes. Three large, 75 foot diameter circles, each painted a 
different color are evenly spaced the length of each runway. 
The air traffic controller tells you which runway and what 
color circle to land on. The volume of airplanes wanting to 
land at Whittman requires some order to what otherwise 
would be sheer madness. The arrival procedure begins 20 
miles to the west of the airport when all pilot tune their 
radios to a common frequency and begin listening to the 
Whitman Regional air traffic controllers. At 15 miles from 
the airport all airplanes have to cue up forming two lines 
with half a mile spacing between each airplane. One line 
flies at an altitude of 1,800 feet and another at 2,300 feet. 
This point is identified by two large grain silos used for fill 
train cars. The cue point is named for the town it’s located 
in, Ripon, Wisconsin. Since the airspace is so busy with air-
craft we are instructed only to listen on our radios and not 
talk. Spotters on the ground direct us from the two lines to 
the runways. If something happens on one of the runways 
that prevents airplanes from landing, we are directed to 
turn away from the airport and fly a big circle around a very 
large lake to aide in sequencing us back to form the line 
again. All these procedures are explained in the NOTAM. 

Charlie gets to Ripon first at 3:30 central time; with 
the NOTAM in hand he fits right into the cue. He’s on the 

ground by 4pm. Phil and Richard fly up to Appleton and 
after a short delay awaiting their turn to land they’re on the 
ground by 5 pm. Being the slowest of the three planes in our 
group I get to Ripon at 5:30 pm. I’m not as lucky as Charlie 
and have difficulty finding a position in the cue. There are 
hundreds of airplanes in the area now. At one point I joined 
the cue but the Whittman controllers stopped landing air-
craft for a few minutes and I get directed to go back to the 
lake as I neared the airport. It takes me another half hour to 
rejoin the cue and this time I’m allowed to proceed to the 
airport and land on the big pink circle midfield on runway 
36L. It’s 7:30pm Sunday night. Easy Peasy lemon squeezee…
Four days after leaving Simsbury I’m at summer camp. Let 
the festivities begin. 

Was it worth it? Airplanes and Grandkids-yeah it was 
worth it. We haven’t stopped talking about the AirVenture 
adventure yet.
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Toll Free Sales: 1-888-433-5433
Shop Online: www.univair.com

2500 Himalaya Road • Aurora, CO • 80011-8156
Info Phone ................................ 303-375-8882
Fax .................800-457-7811 or 303-375-8888
Email .....................................info@univair.comAIRCRAFT CORPORATION

Free shipping or 
freight on qualifying 

orders. See our 
website for details.

FREE SHIPPING
Visit our website to 

order your free Univair 
catalog. Foreign orders 

pay postage.

FREE CATALOG
Visit our website to 

order your free Univair 
catalog. Foreign orders 

pay postage.

FREE CATALOG
Free shipping or 

freight on qualifying 
orders. See our 

website for details.

FREE SHIPPING

NEED HELP? Call our knowledgeable sales team and we’ll find the parts you need!

Univair Has Parts For
Your Classic GA Aircraft
Univair Aircraft Corporation has been a manufacturer and supplier of 
quality aircraft parts and supplies for General Aviation since 1946. Our goal 
is to keep the older models and “Classic” aircraft in the air. To accomplish this 
goal, we have one of the largest production facilities outside of the current 
model airframe manufacturers. In our 72 year history, we have evolved into 
the largest manufacturer and supplier of classic aircraft parts and supplies in the 
world through our manufacturing, distribution, and publishing divisions. 

ALL MERCHANDISE IS SOLD F.O.B., AURORA, CO • PRICE AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • 07-02-18

Aeronca • Cessna • Ercoupe • Luscombe • Mooney • Piper • Stinson • Taylorcraft

This editorial was originally printed in the July 5, 2018 
edition of The Register Citizen

Our airport is an important fixture of our commu-
nity. The Simsbury airport was built during World 

War II as a place to train pilots and support the war 
effort. It was at our airport that Pioneer Parachutes, 
which manufactured parachutes in nearby Manchester, 
were tested for use by our troops during World War II 
and the Korean War. The legacy of our airport as a vital 
resource to the community lives on to this day.

Today, a growing business park exists around the 
airport. For both new and existing businesses across 
a range of different industries, including engineering, 
landscaping, financial services, lighting and electrical 
distributor, and a wrought iron manufacturer, the local 
airport and general aviation provides clear operational 
advantages and opens up boundless opportunities. The 
versatility of general aviation removes time-consuming 
barriers that would cost small businesses money and 

limit their performance by allowing businesses to get 
to multiple locations in one day, transport equipment 
and tools, and travel to far off plants in rural areas. 
There is no better means of direct, point-to-point, 
system of travel than general aviation and smaller 
airports.

General aviation plays an important role in support-
ing the economy in our own community. There are two 
businesses based at our airport alone (not including 
the airport itself), another six that use it for business 
purposes, and countless businesses that use it to meet 
with clients and customers. Take Design Innovation 
Inc. for example, a design firm based out of Farm-
ington Valley. They design and develop products that 
range from consumer and medical goods to industrial 
products for clients such as Disney, Paramount, Cray-
ola, and Hasbro. Due to the creative nature of their 
products, it is vital that they can meet with their clients 
to develop ideas and show their prototypes in person.  
(Continued on page 51)

General   Aviation    is   Vital
to    the   Business   Community



50 simsburyairport.comMcLeanCare.org   |   75 Great Pond Road   |   Simsbury, CT 06070

The best seat in our house...

Nestled on our 125-acre wooded campus, The Village at McLean offers a 
private setting to live a carefree lifestyle. Enjoy a beautifully appointed home, 
maintenance-free living, gourmet dining and a welcoming community of 
friends. Plus, take comfort in knowing future care is right up the path.

Call us to arrange 
a personal visit.

is waiting for you at McLean. 

McLean is a not-for-profit Life Plan community in Simsbury, CT offering a 
continuum of services including independent living, assisted living, enhanced 
assisted living and memory care, an adult day program, short-and long-term 
skilled nursing, outpatient rehabilitation and wellness,
post-acute care, and home care and hospice.

860-658-3786

It’s all for you at McLean. VILLAS • APARTMENTS • COTTAGES
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(Continued on page 51 - Airport 
Vital to Business Community) 
Our airport plays an important 
role in connecting them with 
their clients.

Beyond the economic value, 
our airport provides an import-
ant public service as well. In the 
event of a major natural disaster, 
first responders have access  to 
use airport as a command center 
that can be used to fly in person-
nel and supplies. Both the Civil 
Air Patrol and the Connecticut 
State Police utilize our airport 
for training purpose, while the 
potential exists for our airport 
to be used as a staging area in 
the event of a disaster. General 
aviation airports like ours also 
support local law enforcement 
efforts and medical transporta-
tion, even on a volunteer basis, 
and aid the search and rescue 
teams on the ground by provid-
ing an aerial view.

General aviation’s value to our 
community deserves to be rec-
ognized. Fortunately, Congres-
sional leaders recently rejected 
a proposal to separate the air 
traffic control system from the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, which would have stifled 
general aviation’s critical role in 
connecting communities like 
ours. In communities of all sizes 
throughout the country, general 
aviation airports play a central 
function in economic develop-
ment, small business growth, 
emergency preparedness, and 
community access. Let’s keep it 
that way.
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We are proud to pay special tribute to Jack
Rodin, a true hero to many of us.  Jack

presented a seminar at last year's event, recounting 
his combat missions over Japan as navigator of a B-29 
Superfortress bomber. Sadly, Jack passed away in July 
of this year at age 94.
Jack served on Guam with the 458th Bomb Squadron, 
completing 23 missions over Japan, including the very 
last mission of the war… after the second atomic bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki.  His aircraft was enroute 
back to Guam when the radio operator reported that 

Japan had surrendered. He was honored to participate 
in the B-29 formation that overflew the surrender
ceremony on the Battleship Missouri.  
After the war, Jack completed his  engineering degree 
at CCNY, and worked  for Pratt & Whitney Aircraft 
for 42 years.  Under top secret clearance, he worked on 
the  SR-71 spy plane, as well as the Lunar Exploration 
Module (LEM) that landed on the  moon.  He was 
awarded several  patents that are still in use on modern  
jet engines.
Jack and his  wife "Sonny" were married for 58 years 
until her passing in 2009.  They had two sons, both of 
whom adored their father.
My wife and I were honored to know Jack and to call 
him friend.   He was one of the most genuinely funny 
people I ever met.  His jokes were mostly one-liners, 
dropped into the conversation at exactly the right 
moment.  His political insights were a combination of 
old-fashioned love  for America coupled with biting 
(but humorous) take-downs of pompous politicians.  
The term "one of a kind" surely  applied  to  Jack Rodin. 
Jack, we miss you.  This is a better country because of 
heroes like you.  God speed, friend.
-Bill Thomas     
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STELLAR AVIONICS SERVICES, LLC

Maxwell Moosington's
Flight of Maine

A Bedtime Poem

By Renee Granata
Illustrated by Chrissy Kryszat

Gift Set Available
maxwellmoosington@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/maxwellmoosington

Chester Airport (KSCN)
Chester, CT 06412

FAA Approved CRS #YZSR344Y
stellaravionics@gmail.com

860-322-4244
STELLAR AVIONICS

Services Offered:
• Repairs
• Installations
• VFR/IFR
Biennials
• Autopilot
• New/Used
Equipment
Sales/Service
• ADS-B Solutions
for Jan 2020 Mandate

Dealerships:
• Aspen
• Avidyne
• Century
• Garmin
• Honeywell/
Bendix-King
• Insight
• JP Instruments
• L-3
• PS Engineering
• S-TEC/Genesys
• Whelen

Archer III

Seneca VCaravan
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The Town of Simsbury is justifiably proud of its des-
ignation as the very first “Bicycle Friendly Commu-

nity” in Connecticut.  This isn’t simply an honorary title. 
It is the result of a comprehensive program that makes 
cycling an important aspect of community life. 

A key feature of the program is its regional Free Bike 
initiative.  Simsbury, Farmington, Avon, New Britain, and 
Cheshire offer free bike “loaners” that can be picked up 
and dropped off at many convenient locations through-
out the area. It’s a great way to commute to errands or 
just for fun and exercise, even for those who don’t own 
their own bike. Participants save gas, reduce traffic con-
gestion, and get to see the local scenery from a different 
vantage point. You can enroll in the Free Bike program 
by making a refundable $10 deposit and signing a waiver 
form. Each participant receives a helmet and bike lock. 

Cycling around the region is especially easy on the 
many paved trails that have been completed and are 
being constantly extended. One nearby trail begins in 
Farmington at Red Oak Hill Rd., runs north through 

the Avon Park areas, then alongside Route 10/202 past 
Simsbury Airport, and finally into the northern parts of 
Granby. It’s a beautiful ride with views of the river and 
historic Tariffville.

Simsbury Airport is proud to support cycling. We’ve 
made special arrangements to facilitate cycling as a way 
to commute to and from our Fly-In.  Cyclists can bring 
their bikes by car to the parking areas on Iron Horse 
Boulevard, and it’s then an easy, relatively flat 5.2 mile 
ride north to several exits near Simsbury Airport. Free 
bike parking at the show is available next to the Mitchell 
Auto Group display.

There’s lots of information about the town’s cycling 
program available online at www.simsbury.bike/.  Learn 
how to apply for the Free Bike initiative. Find maps of all 
the local bike trails and pickup spots. If you would like to 
donate a bike to the program, there’s info about that, too.

So a hearty welcome to all of our cyclist visitors. Enjoy 
the show !

                       
Avon  - Farmington - Simsbury - New Britain - Cheshire  

Avon Country Deli 
Riverdale Farms 
Avon, CT 06001 
(860) 676.0766 

Fitzgerald's Supermarket 
710 Hopmeadow Street     

Simsbury, CT 06070 
(860) 658.2271 

Simsbury Inn (Guests) 
397 Hopmeadow Street 

Simsbury, CT 06070 
(860) 651.5700 

Riverfront Miniature Golf 
and Ice Cream 
218 River Road  

Unionville, CT 06085 
(860) 675.4653 

  

Simsbury 1820 House 
(Guests Only) 

731 Hopmeadow Street 
Simsbury, CT  

(860) 658.7658 

New Britain Museum 
Of American Art 

56 Lexington Street 
New Britain, CT 06052 

(860) 229.0257 

Culteavo Tea Room 
29 Mill Street 
Unionville, CT 

(860) 470.5121 

Highcroft Apartments 
1100 Highcroft Place 

Weatogue, CT 
(860)924.7997 

Aspen Green Apartments 
20 Hopmeadow Street 
Weatogue, CT 06070 

(860) 210.6200 
Residents/Guests 

Mill Commons Apartments 
1 Millers Way 

Simsbury, CT 06070 
(860) 398.9998 

Residents/Guests 

Ball and Socket Arts Bldg. 
493 West Main St. 

Cheshire, CT 
860.538.6390 

Simsbury Free Bike
FARMINGTON VALLEY REGIONAL BIKE

 SHARE & ADVOCACY 
SEASON: MAY 1 - OCTOBER 2018

Borrow Bikes Here

Ride the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail & The Farmington River Trail
Riders must be 18 -  Borrow Bikes up to 24 hours - $10 Refundable Deposit 

www.simsbury.bike
"LIKE" Us at www.facebook.com/simsburyfreebike 

Questions? simsburyfreebike@gmail.com or call 860.841.2611

BIKING IN SIMSBURY
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Proud Supporter of GA

IT & Internet Services

Business Telephone Systems · Network Support · Preventive Care 
Offsite Data Backup · 24/7 Monitoring · System Security 

Managed Servers · Email Solutions · Website Design

www.biznuzz.com (800) 448.7531
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We are fortunate to have Simsbury Aircraft Maintenance 
as our repair facility. Owner Pete Trabold’s many years of 
experience, along with his IA rating, offer his
customers the full range of quality aircraft repair services. 
Pete can perform everything from annuals to engine 
overhauls at very reasonable prices. He specializes in 
magneto repairs, with aircraft owners often noting how 
much smoother their engines run after Pete has done his 
magic. Owner assisted annual inspections are welcome. 
Pete also is glad to work on experimental and homebuilt 
airplanes. Aircraft pickup and delivery service is available, 
as are pre-buy inspections. Pete has the added experience 
that comes with Commercial Helicopter and Commercial 
multi-engine ratings. 
Contact Pete at 413-770-5021.   

SIMSBURY AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

Live Irish music will come your way from 
the Jolly Beggars.  These Connecticut 
musicians feature traditional music and 
storytelling, played on typical Irish instru-
ments such as tin whistles and spoons, 
along with mandolins and guitars.  They 
have produced three albums to date.
(www.thejollybeggarsmusic.com)

The Jolly Beggars
 (Continued from page 8 - Let the Fire Burn) I knew before 
the end of the flight that I loved flying and wanted to get 
my pilot’s license. The time was right – college tuition for 
my children was completed, weddings were paid for, and 
my retirement accounts were on target. Over the next 24 
months, including a six-month hiatus for an out of town 
work assignment, I took lessons from the instructors at the 
Simsbury Flying Club and received my license when I was 
52 years old. Being pilot-in-command of an aircraft brings 
a sense responsibility, accomplishment, joy, and satisfaction 
all at the same time. For me, there is just nothing else like it. 
The spark that ignites your interest in airplanes and flying 
can come at any time. When that spark ignites for you, let 
the fire burn. And enjoy the unequaled feeling that these 
great flying machines provide. 



Mr. Rodgers’ car was once stolen. The thief returned it 
back to him after he realized whose car it was.

In 1941, more than three million cars were manufac-
tured in the United States. Only 139 more were manu-
factured during World War 2 between then and 1945. 

You can instantly cool down a car that has been sitting 
under the sun by rolling down the window on one side 
and opening and closing the door on the other side five 
to six times.

If your budget is tight and you’re searching for the 
world’s cheapest car, check out the diminutive Tata 
Nano. It’s a city car manufactured by Tata Motors in 
India and it’s currently the cheapest new car on the 
global market, coming in at a price of 100,000 Rupees.  
That’s about $1,747 US Dollars.

The first recorded pedestrian fatality by car came in 
1896, when Bridget Driscoll stepped off the curb in 
London and was struck by a car driven by Arthur 
Edsall. Witnesses said the victim looked bewildered by 
the vehicle and froze in place, despite the fact that it 

was moving just 7 miles per hour. Edsall was not pros-
ecuted, as the death was ruled an accident. The coroner 
famously said “I hope such a thing would never hap-
pen again.”[v]

License plate on a car driven by a young woman: Sue’s 
Baru

Some traffic laws are, well, goofy. An Alabama law stip-
ulates that it’s illegal to drive while wearing a blindfold.  
A law in Denmark says you must check underneath 
your parked vehicle before driving off, in case there’s 
someone hidden underneath. In Montana, it’s illegal to 
leave a sheep unattended in your truck. Waynesboro, 
Virginia, has a law making it illegal for a woman to 
drive a car up Main St. unless her husband is walking 
in front of the car waving a red flag.

On the side of a dairy truck: “You Can Whip Our 
Cream, But You Can’t Beat Our Milk” 

It’s a Doozy: The phrase was created in the 1920’s when 
the Dusenberg was considered the most luxurious car 
in the world.
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CAR CURIOSITIES
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(860) 482-0700 
2065 East Main St. 

 Torrington, CT 
06790

Northwest Hills 
 Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac

SullivanAutomotive.com
4  C O N V E N I E N T  L O C A T I O N S

Stop in, vist us on the web or call today  
and let us provide for your every automotive need.

(860) 677-1666  
5 West Main St. 

Avon, CT  
06001

(860) 496-0077  
45 Migeon Ave. 
Torrington, CT 

06790

(860) 482-0700 
2033 East Main St. 

Torrington, CT 
06790

Northwest Hills 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram

O’Neill’s 
Chevrolet Buick

Sullivan Honda 
Honda

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
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Aetna Ambulance
Aircraft Spruce
AMP Radio
Antonios Restarant
Ascent World Fuel
Atlantic Aviation
AVEMCO
Beacon Mechanical
Berkshire Aviation
Berkshire Bank
Big Y
Biznuzz
BMI
Cam Jammers
Cambridge Brew Pub
Canton Auto Supply
Cape Cod Fence
Capitol Light
Cirrus
Classic Hotels
Columbia Aircraft
Dynamic Auto Works
Ed the Treeman
ENE Reality
Farmington Valley Equip.
Fitzgeralds Foods
Future Flyers
Grasshelper
Hoffman Auto Group
Hop Meadow Country Club
Interstate Aviation
Lee Brown Co.
Mahers Paint
McLean
Microsemi
Mitchell Auto Group
NBAA
New England Air Museum
NW Community Bank
Owls Head Transp. Museum
Paines
Penn Yann
Piper Museum
RAMCO
Rt. 10 Tire
Sensenich
Shop Rite
Signature Flight
Simmons Aviation
Simsbury Aircraft Maint.
Simsbury Bank
Simscroft-Echo
State Farm
Stellar Avionics
Suburban Sanitation
Sullivans Northwest Hills
Sutton-James Insurance
Tecnam Aircraft
The European Car
Trade-A-Plane
Univair
Valenti Dealerships
VIP Avionics
Welden Hardware
Westfield Bank
Wicks
Windsor Federal Savings
Zlotnick Construction
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ADVERTISER INDEX

Rides in a restored 1941 AT-6 Texan & 1945 TBM-3 Grumman Avenger
Rear stick & instruments
Experience breath taking maneuvers!
Daily flights at Westerly

Reservations 860-599-1167 or 860-908-4538
WarbirdExperience.com or HeritageFlightFoundation.org

Sightseeing • Photo Flights
Flight Instruction • Banner Towing

Aircraft Charters • Aircraft Sales • Gift Certificates

341959

Located at the Westerly Airport

PLUS

Simmons Aviation Services
56 Airport Rd
Westerly, RI 02891
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